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APPENDI X V

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDI NG
BETWEEN THE CANADI AN FOOD | NSPECTI ON AGENCY (" CFI A")
AND THE DEPARTMENT OF FI SHERI ES AND OCEANS (" DFO')
AND ENVI RONVENT CANADA ("EC')
CONCERNI NG THE CANADI AN SHELLFI SH SANI TATI ON' PROGRAM (" CSSP")

1. PURPOSE

The CSSP is a shared responsibility of the Canadi an Food
| nspection Agency (CFlA), the Departnent of Fisheries and
OCceans (DFO) and Environnment Canada (EC).

Thi s Menorandum of Under st andi ng (MOU) recogni zes:

a) t he purpose of the CSSP, which is to provide reasonable
assurance that nolluscan shellfish (hereinafter referred
to as shellfish) are safe for consunption as food by
controlling the harvesting of all nolluscs within the
tidal waters of Canada;

b) the conm tnent that Canada has to the Bilateral Agreenent
between the United States Public Health Service and the
Canadi an Departnent of National Health and Wl fare (now
Heal t h Canada), signed April 30, 1948, to inprove the
sanitary practices prevailing in the shellfish industries
of the two countries;

c) the respective responsibilities of CFIA, DFO and EC in
delivering the CSSP in Canada, and CFIA s responsibility
as | ead agency for liaison with foreign governnents; and

d) the parties’ mutual commtnent to strive constantly to:
enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of CSSP program
delivery, address |inkages to related issues, conmunicate
and co-operate with each other and all stakehol ders,
conduct and/or participate in national and/or
international audits, and take renmedial action as
required to inplenment inprovenents.

2. RESPONSI BI LI TI ES OF CFI A

CFl A shall be the | ead agency in the adm nistration of the
CSSP with regard to: the handling, processing, inport and
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export of shellfish; the marine biotoxin nonitoring program
and any ot her m crobiol ogical nonitoring program not descri bed
in section 4 - "Responsibilities of EC

CFlI A shall be responsible for:

a)

b)

d)

f)

9)

h)

i nspecting and issuing certificates of federal
registration to plants that neet federal regulatory
requi renments and are engaged in the processing, holding
and export of shellfish;

licensing fish inporters and inspecting inported
shel | fi sh;

adm ni stering the marine biotoxin nonitoring program and
any other shellfish m cro-biological nonitoring program
not described under EC s responsibilities in section 4;

recommendi ng to DFO the cl osing of harvesting areas
because of unacceptabl e marine bi otoxin, mcrobiological
and chem cal levels in shellfish stock, and advi sing DFO
when harvesting areas are acceptable for the harvesting
of shellfish

reviewing referrals fromDFO for the issuing of |icences
for harvesting fromclosed areas, for relaying or
depurati on purposes;

mai nt ai ni ng records, data bases and ot her docunents in
support of marine biotoxin, mcrobiological and chem cal
cl osures, reconmmended cl osure actions, and admi nistrative
eval uations by internal and external auditors;

ensuring proper application of prescribed analytical and
reporting procedures in CFlIA |aboratories and private

| abor atori es approved in accordance wth the CSSP Manual
of Operations, including adequate quality assurance,
performance standards and quality control of the

| abor at ory- gener at ed dat a;

ensuring proper application of prescribed sanpling
procedures by qualified parties, including adequate
gqual ity assurance and quality control of the collected
sanpl es;

supporting DFOin its notification activity related to
section 3(e), and providing or nmaking available to
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i)

k)

interested parties informati on on programactivities;

i npl enenting CFlIA elenments of jointly devel oped
Managenent Plans for "Conditionally Approved" areas; and

participating in the CSSP audit program as well as in
external audits by such bodies as Health Canada and the
United States Food and Drug Adm ni stration.

3. RESPONSI BI LI TI ES OF DFO

DFO shal |l be the | ead agency in the adm nistration of the CSSP
with regard to the harvesting of shellfish and shall be
responsi bl e for:

a)

b)

f)

openi ng and cl osing shellfish growi ng areas on the basis
of :

i) classification recommendati ons from EC, based on the
sanitary and bacteriological water quality of the
growi ng areas, and agreed to by the regional
Shel I fish Gowing Area C assification Comm ttees;
and

i) reconnendapions_fron1CFIA on_narine biotpxin Ieve!s,
and mi crobi ol ogi cal and chemical levels in shellfish
growi ng ar eas;

posting, patrolling and enforcing shellfish closures in
accordance wth the Fisheries Act;

controlling shellfish relaying operations and harvesting
for depuration operations;

i npl enenting DFO el enents of jointly devel oped Managenent
Plans for "Conditionally Approved" areas;

providing notification to CFIA, EC, stakehol ders and
other interested parties, on |ocations, boundaries and
timng of harvesting closures and openi ngs;

mai nt ai ni ng records of the opening and cl osure of
shel I fish growi ng areas, as wel|l as records of
enforcenment patrols, in support of reviews by external or
internal auditors, and providing CFlIA and EC wi th annual
patrol enforcenent activity reports;
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s)) consulting with CFIA and EC prior to the comencenent of
any new devel opnental or exploratory shellfish fisheries,
and/or the issuance of any new licences or permts
t hereto; and

h) participating in the CSSP audit program as well as in
external audits by such bodies as Health Canada and the
U. S. Food and Drug Adm nistration.

4. RESPONSI Bl LI TI ES OF EC

EC shall be the |l ead agency in the adm nistration of the CSSP
with regard to recommendi ng the appropriate classification of
shel I fish growi ng waters based upon the sanitary and
bacteri ol ogi cal water quality conditions of the area, and
shall be responsible for:

a) conducti ng conprehensive sanitary and bacteri ol ogi cal
wat er quality surveys of the shellfish growing areas in
Canada, in accordance with the CSSP Manual of QOperations
criteria;

b) fromthe surveys, determ ning the sources of point and
non- poi nt pollution, the degree of contam nation and the
extent of area contam nation, and recomendi ng the
| ocation of closure lines;

c) recommendi ng to the regional Shellfish Gow ng Area
Classification Cormmttees specific classifications of
grow ng areas and their boundaries, on the basis of
survey results and the classification definitions in the
CSSP Manual of Operations;

d) mai nt ai ni ng records, data bases, sectoral maps, survey
reports, central files and other docunents in support of
classification action and adm nistrative reviews by
internal and external auditors;

e) ensuring proper application of prescribed analytical and
reporting procedures in EC | aboratories, private
| aboratories approved in accordance with the CSSP Manual
of Operations, and | aboratories under contract to EC,
i ncl udi ng adequate quality assurance and quality control
of the | aboratory-generated data;

f) ensuring proper application of prescribed sanpling
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procedures by qualified parties, including adequate
qual ity assurance and quality control of the collected
sanpl es;

9) pronoting pollution prevention, regulatory conpliance,
remedi ation and restoration of shellfish grow ng areas,
together with federal/provincial/nmuni-cipal agencies and
ot her stakehol ders;

h) supporting DFOin its notification activity pursuant to
section 3(e), and providing or nmaking available to
interested parties informati on on programactivities;

i) upon request, providing to DFO avail able information on
water quality for areas proposed;

i) i mpl ementing EC el ements of jointly devel oped Managenent
Plans for "Conditionally Approved" areas; and

k) participating in the CSSP audit program as well as in
external audits by such bodies as Health Canada and the
U. S. Food and Drug Adm nistration.

5. ADM NI STRATI VE ARRANGEMENTS

The Assistant Deputy Mnisters of DFO and EC and the Vice-
Presi dent of CFI A hereby establish the Interdepartnental
Shel [ fish Commttee to inplement this MOU. The Committee shal
be conposed of representatives of CFIA DFO and EC, as
designated by Directors CGeneral from both nationa
headquarters and regi ons across Canada.

a) The Interdepartnental Shellfish Comnmttee shall neet as
required, but at |east once a year, to:

i) di scuss the CSSP and revi ew national shellfish-
rel ated | egislative, regulatory, policy and
procedural issues of nutual concern, including
proposed anmendnents to the CSSP Manual of
Oper at i ons;

ii) enhance comuni cation and co-ordination of CSSP
activities;

iii) create annexes to this MOU covering specific CSSP
program delivery and operational issues of nutua
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b)

d)

concer n;

iv) establish sub-commttees and working groups as
required to deal with specific issues, and devel op
appropriate policies and procedures for dealing with
t hem

V) advi se seni or executive managenent as required about
t he progress and effectiveness of the CSSP, and nake
appropri ate reconmendati ons;

Vi) receive presentations by provinces, shellfish
i ndustry and ot her stakeholders on matters that have
i npact on all parties, and provide appropriate
i nterdepartnental / agency response; and

vii) produce an annual report.

The Interdepartnental Shellfish Conmttee Meetings shal
be chaired on a rotating basis by each party, which shal
be responsible for providing secretariat services. The
nmeeting recomendati ons and the annual report on program
delivery will be forwarded to the Directors General of
CFI A and EC and the Assistant Deputy Mnister, Fisheries
Managenent of DFO, for review and approval.

The Interdepartnental Shellfish Conmttee shall also
eval uate new i ntegrated systens-based
managenent /i nspecti on approaches to the CSSP, and is
commtted to consulting wth stakehol ders on the new
approaches and how such approaches may be funded.

Regi onal Shellfish G owng Area C assification Commttees
shal | be organized in each regi on of Canada where

shell fish are harvested. They shall be chaired by EC,

nmeet as required but at | east once a year, and shall be
conposed of appropriate regional CFIA DFO EC and

provi nci al government representatives. Stakehol ders may
participate in working groups and be observers and/or
make presentations to the Conmttees on specific issues.

6. | MPLEMENTATI ON AND TERM NATI ON

a)

b)

This Agreenent will cone into effect on March 1, 2000.

The operation of the Menorandum of Understandi ng shall be



l*. Canadian Food :'_II:I'n!:!! L4 .1-'.1 :'rrln: Chapter Page
nipaction Apency - dirapechon des abmois App \V 7
imnmert irannement
E;I‘Edg Eﬁadg Status Date
New 21/ 07/ 00

Fisheres ard Péches et
Oceans Canada  Océans Canada

Canadian Shellfish Sanitation Program -
Manual of Operations

reviewed periodically by the Parties, and may be anended
at any time by nutual consent of the Parties or

term nated by any Party upon (90) days’ advance witten
notice to the other Parti es.

7. REVI EW

The President of the Canadi an Food | nspection Agency, the
Deputy M nister of the Departnent of Fisheries and Cceans and
t he Deputy M nister of Environment Canada nmay neet as required
to review this Agreenent.

8. SI GNATURES

signed by P.S. Chanut
Assi stant Deputy M nister
Fi sheri es Managenent
Department of Fisheries and Oceans

13/ 04/ 2000
Dat e

si gned by Jean-Pierre Gauthier
Assi stant Deputy M nister
Envi ronnmental Protection Service
Envi ronment Canada

02/ 05/ 2000
Dat e

signed by André G avel
Vi ce- Presi dent, Prograns
Canadi an Food | nspection Agency

13/ 04/ 2000
Dat e




