Commission of Inquiry ‘ Commission d'enquéte

into the Decline of N sur le déclin des populations
Sockeye Salmon in the Fraser River i de saumon rouge du fleuve Fraser

The Uncertain Future of Fraser River Sockeye

Volume 2 ¢ Causes of the Decline

Fe -I- . ’ - " . -
31? R AN - %
i-: E . t i . - i . g

Final Report — October 2012

The Honourable Bruce I. Cohen, Commissioner



© Copyright Minister of Public Works and Government Services Canada 2012
Cat. no.: CP32-93/2012E-2 (v. 2)
ISBN 978-0-660-20215-0 (v. 2).
Available through your local bookseller or through

Publishing and Depository Services
Public Works and Government Services Canada
Ottawa, ON K1A 0S5

Also available at the Commission’s bilingual website, www.cohencommission.ca,
along with transcripts, exhibits, and all reports prepared by or for the Commission.

Included with this Final Report is a DVD containing the Commission’s Final and Interim Reports,
transcripts, exhibits, and legislation relevant to the final report and other reports prepared by
or for the Commission.

Library and Archives Canada Cataloguing in Publication

Commission of Inquiry into the Decline of Sockeye Salmon in the Fraser River (Canada)
The uncertain future of Fraser River sockeye / Bruce I. Cohen, commissioner.

Issued also in French under title: L'avenir incertain du saumon rouge du fleuve Fraser.

Complete contents: v. 1. The sockeye fishery -- v. 2. Causes of the decline
-- v. 3. Recommendations — summary — process.

Available also on the Internet.
ISBN 978-0-660-20214-3 (v. 1).
ISBN 978-0-660-20215-0 (v. 2).
ISBN 978-0-660-20216-7 (v. 3).
Cat. no.: CP32-93/2012E-1 (v. 1)
Cat. no.: CP32-93/2012E-2 (v. 2)
Cat. no.: CP32-93/2012E-3 (v. 3)

1. Commission of Inquiry into the Decline of Sockeye Salmon in the Fraser River (Canada).
2. Sockeye salmon--British Columbia--Fraser River. 3. Sockeye salmon fisheries--British Columbia
--Fraser River. 4. Salmon stock management--British Columbia--Fraser River. 5. Governmental
investigations--Canada. I. Cohen, Bruce I. II. Title.

SH349 C65 2012 597.5'6097113 C2012-980138-0

Photos courtesy of Commission staff.
Cover — Adams River, BC, 2010



~
o™

ood River

Takla Lake

2z,
o,
“

®

Trembleur Lake

Tachie R

Stuart Lake

Fraser Lake
Frangois Lake

Nadipg R

Stellako R.

Chilko Lake

Fort St. James

Fraser River Watershed
@@ Sockeye Salmon Rearing Lakes

0 25 50 100 150

BN T km

I

‘ ALBERTA

\
\
Y, |
i River ‘\
|
”, <, \
60/75 4 R Seo \
/ |
o Ve, - \
Prince ~
George 2 “\
=
: %,
> e
.
=
z
. A
Bowron Lake \Zw
A aaY
Quesnel P2, <
U‘a LN
C f . r
Mitchell River H
o ’P/Vs, S
() Quesnel §f Lake YE/\
> -
\d =
EA
[
% River
ch Williams Lake
il
Co(;_
0 e 'S
5 s S $(%
W s <& SN2
N 2 T )E .
D 3 os° & ‘\Q*
< O
Yor no® o &
g % . >
S o N. Barriere . Seymour River
© 72} Lake N
= © & Adams p
Taseko — <& L‘ak e
Lakes W 9
5 Shuswap
S Lake
L. Adams\ %,
s, River, Mara
7o ' Lake
9 Kamlogps Lake
S5 op QOQ
Portage Cr, Ned @ Q larble
>, S ho®
<, Anderson L. v Lillooet ‘-_E[ outh T L. Shuswap R. [Lake
% & <
% oo 8
%o &8 2 NaH M. Shuswap R.
N © S| &
% < e
o . P
S Lillooet iver
Lake
gateh R
R X \
= . W  HELL'S
B A XGATE
P Harrison \Q,Q"'
Lake &
. \S\
Pitt Lake Weaver Cr, { 00“
< i H
29 I8 ; Harrison R. ope
Vancouver

vedder B;___ Chilliwack
Cultus LF Criltwack R_\Lake

WASHINGTON (U.S.A.)




WINTERING
GROUNDS

~
=~ - -
—_——_—— —

SUMMER
FEEDING
GROUNDS

Fraser River Sockeye Salmon Migration Routes

BRITISH

N
8

COLUMBIA |

N \Vancouver
T i ) )




Commission d'enquéte
sur le déclin des populations
de saumon rouge du fleuve Fraser

Commission of Inquiry
into the Decline of
Sockeye Salmon in the Fraser River

October 29, 2012

To His Excellency
The Governor General in Council

May it please Your Excellency:

As Commissioner appointed by Order in Council PC 2009-1860, which was promulgated on November 5,
2009, pursuant to Part | of the Inquiries Act, and in accordance with the Terms of Reference assigned
therein, | respectfully submit my final report.

The report sets out my findings resulting from public forums and submissions, the extensive review of
documents, the conduct of evidentiary hearings, and the careful consideration of participants’
submissions.

| trust that my report will contribute to an improved understanding of Fraser River sockeye salmon, and
that my recommendations will improve the future sustainability of the sockeye salmon fishery in the
Fraser River.

| consider it a privilege and an honour to have served as Commissioner.
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