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   Vancouver, B.C. /Vancouver (C.-B.) 1 
   November 16, 2010/ 2 
   le 16 novembre 2010 3 
 4 
THE REGISTRAR:  The hearing is now resumed.  5 
MR. WALLACE:  Good morning, Commissioner Cohen.  Brian 6 

Wallace, commission counsel, and Lara Tessaro is 7 
with me. 8 

  Mr. Commissioner, before the hearing 9 
commenced this morning, we had a meeting of 10 
participants' counsel and it became very clear 11 
that people feel very unprepared to proceed at 12 
this point given the volume of material and the 13 
timing that has occurred.  We're all working hard.  14 
No one is throwing rocks at anyone for delay here.  15 
It's just a very large job.  16 

  As a result, I would propose, Mr. 17 
Commissioner, that we not proceed this morning as 18 
planned with the Wild Salmon Policy panel.  And I 19 
would like to say at this point that I would 20 
apologize for having brought our four witnesses 21 
here for that purpose this morning.  I've spoken 22 
to them and they are willing to accommodate what 23 
I'm about to suggest to you. 24 

  I'm satisfied that participants' counsel 25 
require more time to deal with this properly, and 26 
indeed, the panel that follows this, Harvest 27 
Management, in a couple of weeks, and commission 28 
counsel would also benefit from a short delay. 29 

  Mr. Commissioner, I would ask that the 30 
commission adjourn until November 29th to pick up 31 
where we are now and to conduct the Wild Salmon 32 
Policy hearings during the week of November 29th 33 
with a day or two in the following week if 34 
required.  And that would be four days in the week 35 
of November 29th plus the Monday and Tuesday if 36 
required; that the Harvest Management topic, which 37 
was scheduled for that period, be moved forward 38 
into January, commencing tentatively on January 39 
17th.  This is subject to confirmation of 40 
witnesses, as is the Wild Salmon Policy, but we 41 
think that that should not be a problem. 42 

  The one other piece that I suggest, Mr. 43 
Commissioner, continue to be in its current spot 44 
is the Aboriginal World View panel, which is set 45 
for the week of December 13th, and my proposal is 46 
that that stay where it is.    47 

  The other part of the discussion this morning 48 
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suggested to me that we could benefit from a 1 
little more space for preparation in the spring 2 
term.  That's a more complex scheduling issue and 3 
I would propose circulating a new schedule within 4 
a week or so which puts in regular breaks in the 5 
spring for preparation.  6 

  Thank you.  I'm not sure if any other counsel 7 
wish to address this. 8 

THE COMMISSIONER:  Thank you very much, Mr. Wallace, 9 
for those comments.  I first want to add to Mr. 10 
Wallace's remarks my appreciation to each of the 11 
panel members for making themselves available for 12 
today and for their willingness to return on 13 
November 29th to commence what we had initially 14 
planned to commence today.   15 

  I want to also express my appreciation to Ms. 16 
Gaertner and Mr. Butcher, who last week, I think, 17 
most likely spoke for many of the participants' 18 
counsel in expressing genuinely their concern 19 
about preparation time needed for these important 20 
topics and for the volume of documents that had to 21 
be absorbed by all counsel in order to prepare 22 
properly for these hearings, which we all consider 23 
to be extremely important.  24 

  I recognize the hard work that's going on by 25 
commission counsel.  I see that virtually on a 26 
daily basis.  But I also see in this hearing room 27 
how well prepared counsel are with a lot of 28 
pressure to consider a volume of documents and to 29 
take their turn as the witnesses appear.  We've, I 30 
think, done very well through the overview panels.  31 
Counsel have done an excellent job of preparation 32 
and have been able to ask their questions, and 33 
I've benefited greatly from the evidence and from 34 
the questions of counsel to the witnesses who have 35 
appeared on the panels.  36 

  But I am very mindful of the time pressures 37 
everybody is under.  I'm grateful to commission 38 
counsel who work so hard to try and keep up with 39 
the volume of documents and the distribution of 40 
the information to participants' counsel, and I'm 41 
very grateful to participants' counsel, who in 42 
turn have been willing to work as hard to keep up.  43 
It's just obvious on the Wild Salmon Policy piece, 44 
from what I've heard in terms of the scheduling 45 
issues, that it's necessary to take this break to 46 
give everyone an opportunity to be well informed 47 
and be prepared to deal with the matter when we 48 
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return on November 29th.  I believe it's for four 1 
days, but we can go into the following week if we 2 
need an extra day or so.  3 

  So I regrettably accept the fact that we have 4 
to go over because I think it's important 5 
obviously to keep this moving forward in the best 6 
fashion we can as a commission.  But from the 7 
beginning I have asked, and you have returned my 8 
request, to be collaborative with regard to how 9 
these matters proceed.  I know that there are a 10 
number of issues that were of concern then that 11 
probably are of concern now, and we will try our 12 
best to address those as we move forward. 13 

  I think I said last week that I would ask 14 
commission counsel to meet with participants' 15 
counsel to address the matters that Ms. Gaertner 16 
and Mr. Butcher raise, and that has happened, and 17 
as a result we now have concluded, through Mr. 18 
Wallace's comments, that this matter should go 19 
over until the 29th. 20 

  I am going to ask Mr. Wallace to consider 21 
having these meetings from time to time with 22 
counsel so that matters that are on the minds of 23 
participants' counsel and the participants can be 24 
addressed so that I become aware of them and we 25 
can try to deal as best we can with those matters 26 
in a collaborative fashion. 27 

  So again, thank you to the members of the 28 
panel.  I regret that we can't go forward this 29 
morning.  I believe now, Mr. Wallace, that this 30 
would mean an adjournment to 10:00 a.m. on 31 
November 29th.  Is that correct?  32 

MR. WALLACE:  Thank you, Mr. Commissioner.  33 
MR. COMMISSIONER:  Thank you very much to all who came 34 

this morning and to the panel members.  Thank you. 35 
THE REGISTRAR:  The hearing is now adjourned until 36 

Monday, November 29th, at 10:00 a.m. 37 
 38 
  (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED TO NOVEMBER 29, 2010, 39 

AT 10:00 A.M.) 40 
 41 
 42 
 43 
 44 
 45 
 46 
 47 
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   I HEREBY CERTIFY the foregoing to be a 1 
true and accurate transcript of the 2 
evidence recorded on a sound recording 3 
apparatus, transcribed to the best of my 4 
skill and ability, and in accordance 5 
with applicable standards. 6 
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