1 beg tO'aoknowladge.yéur report of the-
aard. nl*imou forwarding oopaee of extracsa Lrom.
letfera addreeaod t0 you by ur. Poran;-in regard %0
the harrioades which 1t appears were built by the

_Indians in $he River flowing out of Praser ﬁ@xe,
and I observe your opinion that it may he necessary
to make a similar arrangement with the Indiane there

to that which waa made with the Bahine 1naians ‘80M8

yaara agn, to 1nduae thnm 10 give ump the parnﬁcinuaﬂl
method ofbarricading the Babine River.
The great objestion, as you are no doubi

aware, %0 barrioading by the Indiana 1s $hat not’

only are all the rish prevented from ascending the
River during the time that the Indisns are gaptur!
them in quantities to suit thely own needs | mt .

s 1in nearly every instance the Indians carelesaly .
leave the barricades: ‘after their fishing 1a~ﬂwa




'desirabls - that such should be done ; but the

Indians must be given to unddretand that the per-
nieiQua practioe of barricadinv streams fraquented
\DY spawning calnon _111.nndez_nn—cizgumsxaaaaa—be—~—

alloved o ne r-ontm -

It 1e_not-dégirable %o extend the practioé
of Q@iﬂwiné emen a4 11mifad aféunt of netting hy the
Ifidianes in thase unper waters, such a8 was done in
the Babine River under the ext raordinary,aonditiona
existiny thexe, 1f there i any way of avoiding

such aomntingency.

As the sesson ie now over mo ironbie #ill
0o experiensed untll next yesar, and it appears
from Hi. Horan's letter of the lst, November last.
that he antioipate%beinz abl=a 0 get into tonth
#Lth the Indin authorities early in the soming
“B0AB5H, WHOR adme arrangsmant nay be made 40 pravent
the continuange of the practice,

. It 18 eminontiy necessary that the matter
ahould he carefully followéd ani you will pleasde
keep it .qanﬁy in mind, in order that 1t may he
taken up #ith the least possihle' miay in the spz:ing_-_.

Your phedient servant,

¥ 4 Pound




RE BARRIGADING THE STUART AND FRASTR RIVERS BY THE

Z MEMORANDUM -

STUART LAKE, FRASER LAKE END STONLY bREEK IPDIAN""

T BANDS

L A faw ysars ago the Department establish-
ed a fish hatchery at Stuart Lake, which 1s the - ..
gourcd’ of the Fraser River ; but it has continually
found great difficulty in obtaining a sufficient
quota of eggs to £1ll the hatchery, and it has been
necessary to largely draw from Babine Lake, across
the water shed, which is one of the sources of

the Babine River, a tributary of the Skeena.

On looking for the reasons for 80 few

fish finding their way up to Stuart Lake, though

1t was known that they had ascended far up the
rrager, 1t was found that the practice which some
years ago was followed by the Babins Indians in

the Babine River, is being and has, for generations,
been practiced by the Bands of Indians above
mentioned, not only in the’ Stuart River but in

the Lower Nechaeco River, whicn flows out ofFraser
Lake, and irt0 which River the Stuart River efiptiss.

: This most netarious method of fishing

ig 8xeeedingly difficult. . to sidp, .as the Irvdians .
~ in these remote portions of the country have :
" never practiced any other, and on account of the
comparatively 1ittle work involved after the
parricades are erected, they are not anxious .0
availl themselves of more modern methods.

. The bharricades , which are usually made

of willows or other small trees, are built right

across the River at a place where it is shallow,.
usially not deeper tian three feet, nnd here and
there in such barricades there are OPenings which™
lead through a kind of funnel to receptacles, .
called haskzets ,.but which are really traps, whiech,. .
nold variously from 5,000 to 10,000 Salmon, and :
as the Salmon f£ind thelr way into these baskets

the Indians take them out by means of a spear,

at their leisure.

In cases where the fish are fnt great

Cmaners the quantity which- the -Indtans-require-£or- e

their food ~ Wovld mbt matter s¢ much 1f "they
covld be depended upon to carry on the.. fishing in
a sane way ; but owing to their indolent: hahlts
when they cateh -sufficient £ish for their own — - -
purposds they simiply stop fishing, sdémet TEMOV~
ing theé baskets, which are.more difficuly naxe "
- they may 8 m

for am ther year ey 1éave: the
themselves, whieh block

- £rom reaching




E

- Salmon, from thelr instincts, when they.
leave the sea for spawning purposes, do not rest
vntil they find the giawly beds of the hé~d waters .
of the different streams, and a great number of ]
thém succumb 1in the endeavour - t0 reach such
areas afd-befars they have spawnsd, as-they do
not feedafter entering the River and the ccnditions

» of the country dre suvch: that the Rivers have

- ~papids and falls to0 be overcome whlch tax the fish
to their 1imit, so that only the strongest event-
ually reach the head waters, and if these are not
allowed %0 spawn the extermination. of the Salmon ;

‘nfigyery'must necessarily be only & matter of timd, .
and therefore the method is clearly not in the :
permanent interests of the Indians themselves,
as the resurt will.be that in the course of time-
they will have to find some other means of obtain-
ing supplies of food. e s :

The Minister will remember that a similar
difficulty ; but more-  serious in its aprearance,
as the 1Indians had taken on a belligerent attituds,
was experienced in 1906 with the Babine Ihdians,
when the Department undertook +to prevent them from
barricading the Babine River, and thus preventing
the -ascending Salmon from.reaching thelr spawning
grounds in Babine Lake,

it e AL Shat—time. representatives of the
. . . .Indlans-,-accompanied-by-Pather -6aceclas;who s -
the Missionary amongst these Indians, came to
Ottawa, and after conferences with the Ministertand
Honourable Mr., Oliver, an agreement was reached,
whereby this Department agreed to waive the pro-
vieion of the PFisheries Act prohibiting the taking
of Salmon above tidal waters, and t0 allow the
Babine, Indians to take - such fish as they might
require. and as they had: been accustomed to take,
with nets; which-wers to he freely supplied them
by the Department of . Indlan Affairs. They were -
also to be supplied with mending twine for “their
nets and with néw nets from time to time as they
were needed, and this Department undertook to -in-
strnot them in the fishing of, the nets through - |
the ice in the Winter, i1f subh were engaged in. .
“There -were some cther arrangements in the way of
supplying them with additional land to enable.
them to carry.on farming operations ; but such was
entirely between the Indians and the Department
P ~——°£—-Indian-—ﬂ.££&1£8f‘o—‘::?:" et anuts ovalil -

. The redult of this arraigement has heen -
pref-enzinenuy..s:&i_sfaomy,. as not only have the i

Indians.esch-year suddeeded “In obtaining a suffic~
ient supply of Salmon for their needs ; but.
" the-spewning beds in the Skeena Rivef have been ...
ally sdmitted by thé
nat _there was last -

-

years,
reach thelxr spl

[

i
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o It is, of course, well established, that,
Sockeyes comeé back as_mature Salmon four years '
from the time of hatchifig. '

When the harricsding was found to obsain
in the Stuart and the Nechaccd~Rivers, the De-
partment knowing the necessity for appreaching
the matter with the greatest caution, instructed
the Inspector of Fisheries to have the Local :

..@uardian visit the locality and fully discuss the
matter with the Indians and Father Cacoola, and see
if it-would not be possibile to amicably arrange
for them to remove the varricades:

: ‘rhis has 'been done ; but the Indianps
have taken a vwery determined stand, and agrde ‘o
do awny with barricades on the following condi-
$ionsg -y~ -- .o L e
1. That the Government will consent to open
and provide a boarding school for their children,
boys and girls, where at least thelr offspring werld
be free rrom starvation, and let parsnts free to ’
to t0 their trappings as far as game can be found,
which they could not do if all the farmily had to
be packed: or follow,

2. That nets of 1lst. class quality, 250'
long, 9' wide, and twine enough for nending same,
would bs handed to-each family, or to each person
alone providing for hi-self, these nets %0 be
renewed at reasonablie intarvals. -

3. Pishing with nets in a rocky and rough
bed or bottom being very uncertain, thrse fishing
stations should be secured by the Department for
them. The first statirn to be on the Pelgha small
laxe, northwest of Tachi-Rha Lake, north of Pinche
village, and the third on Neho'm 11 lake on the
McLeod's trail, about seven miles from Stuart Lake.

. 4. Parm implements of all description and
peeds to0 ve given to all those who like t0 make
serious use.of~thém. : - - -

If the yearly decline in the Salmon :

.fishery of the Fraser River 1s to be stopped and
is to be chariged t0 an increase, 1t is abundantly
clear that not only must the hatcheries be ,
assured of a full quota of eggs each season ;- but
that the Salmon that do succeed in passing beyond
the mets in the tidal portions of the Rivers have

- a free run 1o [their spawning areas, and if this is
done , -with reasonsble regulation of the fisher—
ies in the tidal waters, 1t should be quite feas-.
ible t0 ineredse the Salmon’ run to this.River
system, - :

\ Under all the ciroumstances , while the.
undersighed looks with a great deal of apprehension
on sven net fishing in the“ggad&ygters,ig would

-




e be agreeablr= ’o&« the- ] :

S 1n~therBabine—systenr -and:1t-0f" coursv—cannot* :
_acéebd any responsibility in.comnsciion with the
“other conditions submitted by the. Indlang ; but’
1f the :Minister will sagree to-allowing the Indians
40 use nets to an &xtent sufficient- to supply - - L.
" their .needs,such nets to.-be furnished them by the
Indian Department, the 'whols question will be
immediately taken up with th#t Department, and as
. it is essential that ths matter :should ve. settled
with the Indians before the end of next month, the
necessity For-reaching-a dscision-with- tha’r.-—‘Be- -

bgpa:ctment as seon as possible, w:Lll b° appreciated




Stella )
a;bney créek

Fraser 'I.a;se,.....
Pincne

‘Tacha
Nakazle
Mission

Grand Répids
Yagouche
Trombléy.xaxe

Grand total .
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