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REPORT

DRPARTHENT OF TUE INTERIOR,

YEAR LENDED 30rn JUNE, 1876,

To Mis FExcelicncy the Right Sonorable St Fueiawmie ‘Tesery, Lurl of Dufferin,

Governor Gencral of ‘Cunada, cte., cle., cle,

Alay o1 Prease Your ExcrLLexey,

[ have tho honor o sulanit the Report af the Departinent of the Luterior for the
yerr ewded 30th Juno, 1876, being tho Thisd Avnual Jleport of tho Departinent,

The Neportis accompanial by the usual Special aml General Appeadix,

Tho Special Appendix attached to my own Report contiins copics ul the documents
connected with some of tho maro important tamsaction: wl the past year, eapeeially
thoso velating ta the Administration of Trudian Afiwies in (he Novth-West, which

" nat Turming et of tho ordinary wuutine bnsiness of thy ollice wro naul Fpecinlly
noticed i (he Heport of the Deputy Supevintemlent General, or of the viher hends of
Pranclicy. :

ho Gonernt Appendix conniste ol Urce paete,

Part Lirst conlaing the Neport of the Depnty Superintendent General of Tadinn
Alfwirs, with a Report of the Judian Suporintendents and Agents throughout the
Iaminion, nnd tho accompunying acconnts sl vouchers fur tho expondilure of the
past fiscal your.

Part Seeond contains the’ Repurt of the Commissioner of  Ounlnzineo il
Aduiralty  Lands, with the necessary accounts and vouchors,

Purt Third comtaina tho Report of tho Sueveyur General off Daminion Ly,
accompinicd Ly the Rejart of the Ascistant Surveyor Generad, the Agentol Daainien

Lands nud tho Tuspeclor of Surveys, Lo, and the necevsary accounts and voueliers,
A
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It is satisfuctory to bo ably to repost that tho Act 83 pussed has mot with very
goneral acceptanco among the Indians of Qotacio. Al genoml [ndiun Counoil, held
ia Saugoen in tho month of July last, an aimost unanimons voie was paseed approving

of it provisions.

BRITISH COLUMBIA INDIAN LANDS.

Tis 4ho unnual report for Just year tho then Superiutendont Goneral was enabled
{0 stale that, while the report was In the bands of the printer, he received intelli-
gonee frony the British Colombie Governnient that thoy had acoopled the busis
praposed by the Dominion Governmant for the settloment of this grave and compli-
cated conivoversy, which had been tho subject of correspondente bstwaon tho
Glovarnments for the two preecding years,

The despach fiom the Licutonant Governor of lritish Columbia, aunouncing
the ncoeptanco by his Government of tho terms proposed by the Dominion Govern-
ment, is datod 8th Junuary; (850, ond was reoolvcd here in the latter purt of that
month,

It was agreed between thie iwo Governments that the settleient of the Indiun
Reserve question shonld bo reforred to thres Commissioners, one {0 be appoinded Ly
the Detiinion Goverrimont, austher by the Government of British Columbia, and the
third 10 bs named jointly by the Dominion and Local Goveruwanty; that those Com-
‘missioners should visit, &3 soon a3 practicable, each Indion nalion iu British
Culumbia, and, after full enquiry into all matters affecting the yuestion, delormine for
onch nation the number, oxtont sad Joenlity of the Reservos to ke allowed to them.
Tns doing so the Commissionces were 1o be guided genorally by tlie spirit of the terms
of union Lelween the Dominjon and Local Governments, which eontemplated 2
“Kberal policy” being parsued townrds the Tudians.  Thoy were to have epeeinl regand
1o the habits, wants and pursuits of each Indinn nation, to tho amaount of tertilory
avnilable In the countyy occupwd by them, nSWcll 63 to tho claims of the White
population.

Early in May, Mr. Alexandor 0 Andorson, of Nowili Suacach, British Colutnbia,
way appointed by Bis Excelleney In Coneil 23 tho Indian Commissioner on behslf
of the Dominjon. Gevernment. The Diritish Colambia Government was at once”
advised of the fhet, and roqnosted to nams thelr own Commissioner, and also to sub-
mit the name of tho gontleman whom they would propose as the third or jolut Com-
missioner for the two Governmouts.

The Government of Brilish Columbls took #0 active (n the mafler unlil the
month of August, when they notified the Dupartment by telograph that Mr. Avchi-
pald McKialey, of Lac la Tlache, Rritish Colambis, had been selected as their Com.
missioner, and they #rbmilted the namo of Mr. Gilbert alcolm Sproat os the thind
or joint Commissianor,



3y, Spreat was sppointed on the I5th Angunt a3 tho jolnt Commhsioucr of the
Pominlon Governmont also.

The necossory Conrulzalons, aveompented by fali lustructions, wore saut ¢o the
Dominion Commissioner und to the joint Commimioner on the 23rd Anguwse last,
The Commissianers were Instrueted 1o assurg the Indinns of the anxions dosire of
the. Government fo deal Justly and Therally with thom in the settloment of their
Resorves, as well as in all other malters, Lhoy weve to infem the Indiaas that the
#im aud objost of the Government wag 10 asmlit thew in thelr oftorts to saiss them-
zelvoy I tho soeinl and morul scalo o a3 ultimutely to enjoy all tho privileges and
ndvantagos which were enfoyed by thoiv wlite follow gubjocts,

Az rogards the views of the Government on the subjoct of the lnud gegstion, the
Commissioners wore reforred e the docomonts connpoled wigh tho mabter, privtod
iv the Aunual Roport for lnst year, In tio spitit of whieh they wero requested to act,
They wore reminded that the Government considered 1€ a muttor of paramoant {m-.
portanee that by the seltlotent of tho Jand gnoution, nothivg skould be dono which
eould mititate ngainst the malntenance of friendly yelatons Gelwown the Dominiun
Govornment nul the Indians of Brittsh Colambin, and they were ofitsally enjoined
a8 littjo a3 possible to interfere with any existing tvibal arrangoments; and, partic-
ulazly, thiat they were Lo be cavelul not (o di»turb the Indians in the poséessioli of nyy
villages, fshing stations, fac trading posts, seltloments ar elearings which they migit
aceupy, and 1 which they might Ye spocially altachoed.

The Commissloners were, moveover, warned sgainst making any attezapt to eausc
any violent or swlden change in the havits of the Indians, or e diver them rom
uey logitimate pursits and oceupstions in which they might be proitably engaged,
bat rathor to oncournga thera in any branel of induster in which they were o
employed.

The Commissinnasa wers fustructed o confor in all mattors with tho two Bapor-
inleadentyin Britieh Columbin, :mrmly. with Ttr, Powell, of Vietorin, ard My, Leni-
han, of New Westminster, ond theso goutlemen were divected taco-cperate with and
agsist tho Coamissionors in the exaculion of theiv importunt isbowrs,  Fiualiy, the
necessity of bringing their labours 10 & elose 13 soon as practicable, with o view 1o
the carly adfustment of this grave contreversy, was strangly impeeszed on the
Commissioners, .

{v may be here remsrked that ull the Contmissinners appeinted have heen for
wany yeare past residest in British Columbia, and thoroughly identified with that
Province. Thay are, mareover, all men of high standing aud vharactor in tho Pro-
viseo, snd who have taken mach inlorest in public aftairs, espocinlly Ju mntiers
uﬁ‘cc.lim? the Tudions,

In the nonth of Septemiber, the Departmont was uolified that the Commissioners
liad arganized themeelves and onteral wpon their lebouvs,



