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Vision

The Heiltsuk, Kitasoo/Xgi’Xais,' Nuxalk and Wuikinuxv Nations assert our rights and
ti’_de to our respective territories and recognize the obligation bestowed upon us byour
- ancestors to manage our marine resources based on our traditional laws, knowledge
~ and values. These values respect our balance with nature, recognize the connection
between the land and sea, and understand the 1mportance of educating our chlldren
and leaving resources for our children’ s children.

Using our traditional laws and knowledge,' and through a co—jurisdictional relationship
with other levels of government, we will create a healthy marine environmént, a
strengthening of our cultural, spiritual, linguistic, political and social freedoms, and a
sustainable economy. that employs our péople.
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While our Plan is comprehensive and we expect to work with a number of parties to realize its
implementation, there are a number of specific issues that are a priority to the Central Coast First
Nations. We expect to work with government, our neighbouring communities and industry to address
these issues as soon as possible.

Co-jurisdiction / Shared decision-making

Central Coast First Nations maintain rights and title over our entire territories. In the past,
consultation about resource harvesting and development in our territories has been inconsistent
and for the most part inadequate. Moving forward, we believe decisions about the activities in our
territories must be made in conjunction with the Central Coast First Nations, on a co-jurisdiction
basis. As with the Provincial and Federal governments, resource extraction and development in our
territories must require the approval of our Nations. '

Government revenue sharing

In order for the Central Coast First Nations to reach our authority, resource management, and
economic goals we will need to significantly increase our institutional, human and capital capacity. In
particular, we require a stable source of capital to manage our territories. Currently, the Federal and
Provincial governments receive significant resource revenues and taxes from the resource wealth in
our territories. We want a share of that wealth and will work with both levels of government to realize

revenue sharing agreements.

Stock restoration and rehabilitation

The health of many of the fish stocks in our territories are a pressing concern to the Central Coast
First Nations. We maintain that immediate actions through improved management, increased
funding for enhancement and spatial planning must occur to return stock numbers to sustainable
levels. This work needs to start now and the Central Coast First Nations are eager to work with
government and stakeholders to this end.




Priority access to FSC

Harvest of resources from our territories is an important part of the contemporary and ongoing
activities of the Central Coast First Nations, providing resources for food, medicine, fuels, building
materials, and ceremonial and spiritual uses. However, we are finding it increasingly difficult to access
fish for food, social and ceremonial purposes. Our people have to go further and stay out for longer
periods to feed their families. We believe that areas must be set aside for the exclusive use of local
people. By doing this, we will ensure priority access for local people, while at the same time creating
refuge from industrial activity and intensive commercial and recreational fishing for marine species.

Monitoring and enforcement

Policy and regulation will only lead to sustainable practices with sufficient monitoring and
enforcement. The government’s current approach to monitoring activities in our territories is woefully
inadequate. Successful implementation of our Plan requires that the Central Coast First Nations are
able to directly enforce our plans, laws, policies and guidelines.

Territorial-based economic development

We have stood witness to resources leaving our territories in record numbers with no benefit to our
Nations or communities. In commercial fisheries alone, catch value from our territories was over

$18 million in 2007. Ecosystem-based management requires that social and economic well-being is
achieved at alocal level. Policy changes must occur to ensure that industry development and resource
extraction in our territories benefits local communities. A key component of this is the development of
impact-benefit agreements between First Nations and businesses operating in our territories.

Bottom trawling

The unselective and destructive nature of bottom trawling is inconsistent with our beliefs and EBM.
Bottom trawling should be prohibited throughout the Central Coast.




We live here. We drink the water, we breathe
the air, we eat the fish, we eat the crabs. Who
better knows about the area than those who

grew up on the water?

- Alex Chartrand
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Off-shore oil and gas

Central Coast First Nations currently support thi

off-shore oil and gas exploration and developme

seismic testing, off-shore oil and gas operations, as well as pipe
and condensate shipping through our territories




Page 15 | Executive Summary

mer management of the prOJect anda
| e form of revenue sharing and employment. -

entral Coast Fir: t Nations have practiced forms of aquaculture for

1ds of yeal ‘s, mcludmg shellfish gardens that were owned and |

managed by famlhes, and salmon habitat management and enhancement
practlces that were  the property of extended family groups.

The‘ Central Coast First Nations are very receptive to shellfish and

aquatlc plant aquaculture development. We believe it offers a sustamable
economlc development opportunity that aligns with our goals for a '
conservatlon-based economy for our territories. '
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Eulachon

Prior to European contact a vast network of trails used by generations of First Nations existed
throughout BC, “this trail system was the life blood of the native culture and economy”. The grease
trade from the coast to the interior was so important that the trails connecting the communities were
known as “grease trails.”

The drastic decline of the Central Coast eulachon populations in the 1990s occurred during the most
significant shrimp trawl activity in Queen Charlotte Sound. The impact of the by-catch was amplified
as it occurred in the offshore areas inhabited by Central Coast eulachon, which is one of the smaller
eulachon populations. -

Management practices for fisheries and industries that impact eulachon populations must adopt

the precautionary principle and limit all possible impacts on eulachon numbers. Of paramount
importance is the establishment of a moratorium on all shrimp and drag trawl fisheries on the Central
Coast.

Recreation and tourism

The Central Coast First Nations are open to capturing the range of economic, social and
environmental benefits that can be realized through strategic and planned participation in the
tourism sector.

The obvious benefits of tourism in the region must be balanced with the associated negative social,
cultural and environmental impacts. For example, the increase in marine and kayak touring and
associated moorage and camping has resulted in conflicts in areas used by our people as food
gathering camps, clam harvesting areas and seaweed grounds. Sound mandgement that minimizes
impacts on wildlife and natural areas, and respects First Nations’ rights and cultural practices will
lead to a vibrant and sustainable tourism industry on the Central Coast.
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Shipping and transportation

Numerous industrial marine development proposals are being pursued within the Pacific North Coast
Integrated Management Area of British Columbia. Several new terminal and marine transportation
projects for North Coast ports in Prince Rupert, Kitimat and Stewart are at various levels of
development. Of particular concern is that several of these projects include the marine transport of
hydrocarbons. |

While all of the ports in the Central Coast are small ‘remote ports’ and none of the new developments
are proposed in our territories they will significantly increase the amount of marine traffic in the
area, thereby potentially increasing the frequency and severity of accidents and associated spills. At
the same time, small commercial and transient vessels continue to travel our territorial waters. The
resulting release of sewage, grey water, bilge water, and garbage continue to be of serious concern to
our Nations. .

Improved regulation, better monitoring and enforcement, and the ability to respond quickly and
effectively to local spills which threaten natural resources are needed to ensure these visitors do not

harm our marine resources.
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Commercial recreational fishery

The recreational fishery plays an important role in the social and economic life of many British
Columbians. In the past twenty years, sport fishing has become a hundred million dollar industry.
However, sport fishing also has negative environmental, social and cultural impacts, which are felt
acutely by Central Coast First Nations. These include: impact on cultural resources, few local benefits,
pressure on small salmon runs, over fishing, catch and release mortality, and poor monitoring and
enforcement. Our Plan outlines management strategies that address the negative environmental,
social and cultural impacts of the sport fishery in our territories. The foundation of these changes
must come from protocol agreements between sport lodges and our Nations.

Food, social and ceremonial

Our people have an ancient, deep and abiding relationship to our territories. This relationship exists
on many levels: spiritual, cultural, ceremonial, and material among them. The continuing importance
of resources that are harvested from the land is an indication of the strength of our cultures and
attachment to the land.

Ensuring that our people have adequate access to marine resources for FSC purposes is of primary
importance to the Nations. Current management practices are not sufficient to uphold DFO’s
“doctrine of priority”. We believe upholding the doctrine of priority requires changing current
fisheries management practices to incorporate traditional knowledge and the wisdom of our elders,
mitigating and preventing external anthropogenic and natural impacts on fisheries resources, and
establishing Marine Conservancies, which allow for First Nations’ FSC access.
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Economic Development
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Building Capacity

: In order for o Natlons to be able to reach our authorlty, resource management and economlc

p, ‘c1ty to achieve the goals outhned in our Plan.

In order to restore and mazntazn, '
_our ecosystems, cultures, and

| "hu'man well-being we need to
.-te and respect one another |

- Ross Wzlson, '_
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Goal of the Central Coast First Nations’ Marine
Spatial Plan:

A marine environment where the ecological integrity of important habitats is restored or maintained,
where access to and protection of cultural and FSC resources for the Central Coast First Nations is
ensured, and where a sustainable economy, which benefits local people, is created.

Central Coast First Nations have designed 5 marine zone types and 2 sub-areas to facilitate
sustainable resource use in our territories.

1.

Marine Sanctuary Zone protects the most sensitive habitats from all extractive human
impacts. They may allow for limited impact scientific research and First Nations’ FSC
use.

Marine Conservancy Zone ensures that the natural integrity and values of an area are
protected with the overall goal of enhancing biodiversity, while still providing access to
marine resources for local food and FSC purposes as well as non-extractive tourism use.

Habitat Management Zone provides protection for sensitive habitats, while allowing for
commercial, recreational and First Nation uses that have limited negative impacts on

sensitive ecological features.

Aquaculture Management Areas ensure that high opportunity areas for aquaculture are
available as the industry expands in the Central Coast.

Transportation Corridors provide for the safe and efficient movement of marine vessels,
while protecting important species and sensitive habitats from the anthropogenic effects
of shipping.

Alternative Energy Areas ensure that high opportunity areas for wind, tidal and wave
energy are available as the industry expands on the Central Coast.

Integrated Management Zone provides space for all reasonable marine uses.
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Future Challenges/Implementation

Central Coast First Nations take responsibility for and an interest in all resources in our territories.

However, for F ederal and Provincial governments marine jurisdiction is a complex issue. We will use’
this plan to engage all levels of government in creating positive change in our marine territories. At
the same time, we recognize that'government may not be willing to address some of the issues in our
Plan. As such, we will engage the local community, industry, environmental organizations and other
third parties to lmplement our Plan Mechanisms for realizing plan implementation 1nc1ude

~ Acquiring specific resource tenures and licences through government negotlatlon,

, agreements

Affirming Aborlglnal rights and title to our lands and resources through treaty, litigation

Securing joint-management agreements with government to give the Central Coast
First Nations’ jurisdiction and governing authority over our marine environment and .
its resources, which enable revenue and benefit sharing, and prov1des for equltable First
Nations’ participation in economlc development and capacity bulldlng,

existing programs, and market buy—back

| Developing partnerships with industry, environmental organizations and other third- |

parties through memorandums of understandlng, and impact-benefit or JOlIlt venture

and other means, as approprlate

Ideally, the vast majority of the goals and objectives in this plan will be achieved thrOugh direct
negotiation with Provincial and Federal Governments, and stakeholders. This will require the same
spirit of cooperation and mutual respect that occurred during the land use planning negotiations.

It will also require an open-mind and willingness to move toward a more sustainable and equitable : .
future for our marine territories and people. ' |
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Everythmg we do here is not about us. It is about
our chzldren and grand chzldren

— Gary Housiy

Contact Information

Name  Affiliation

RossWilson Central Coast First Nations Governance Committee Representative 250-957-2302
Julie Carpenter  Heiltsuk Marine Use Planning Coordinator - 250-957-2302

Andrew Johnson  Wuikinuxv Marine Use Planning Coordinator ‘ _ 1-866-881-0355

Front and back cover photo- copyright Ian MecAllister. pacificwild.org




Environmental Benefits Statement

By using paper made from 100% post-consumer recycled content,
the following resources have been saved.
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