Communications & FAQ notes for Suite | policies under the British Columbia Aquaculture
Regulatory Regime

BC Aquaculture Licensing Approach - Special Notes

The following document provides supplementary information and guidance about the BC
Aquaculture Licensing Approach.

1. GENERAL DFO APPROACH IN 2010

In 2010, the federal government’s immediate goal was to ensure that the core elements for
the new British Columbia (BC) aquaculture regulatory regime were. in place when the
regulation took effect on December 18", 2010. g

For 2010, the DFO approach to licensing was to issue Iicenees to?allj;existing Provincial
aquaculture licence holders within British Columbia upon application to DFO.

Conditions of licences generally extend the same regulatory practices that?\)yere in place by
relevant provincial agencies and/or DFO as of December 18, 2010, where these practices
are consistent with the Fisheries Act and with the appllcable regulatlons enacted pursuant
to that Act. g

Significant immediate changes to Ilcensmg |nclude the followmg

¢ Increased transparency of aquaculture regulatory mformatlon Th|s has been a DFO
principle since it became clear that the department would be the primary regulator of the
sector. Accordingly, DFQ is in the process of developlng a formal approach to public
reporting consistent with federal legislation and practice. This approach will outline what
data and mformatlon will be conS|dered publlc timeframes for disclosure and methods of
publication. ; ,

e Attachment of any required,flieerice,holder,mahagement plans to the licence to clearly
indicate that their implementation is required (to be implemented for December 2011
Ilcences as tlmellnes dld not permlt in 2010); and

. lmplementatlon of the provmmally and federally agreed approach to management of
impact to fish and fish habitat in alignment with rules that were previously applicable
and/or subjeot to recent Consultatlon

DFO expects to Iaunch a oonsultatlve process on longer term planning and advisory
processes and to prioritize policies and other work for consultation and amendments. DFO
anticipates that long term engagement processes will include Integrated Management of
Aquaculture Plans (IMAP) advisory boards, multi-sector integrated ocean management and
advisory and planning processes as well as processes established for First Nations
engagement. Any major changes to conditions of license will generally occur subsequent to

these consultations unless warranted by a serious risk to fish and habitat.

2. OTHER LICENCES REQUIRED TO CONDUCT AQUACULTURE ACTIVITIES
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License holders must be aware of, and comply with, the all DFO statutes, regulations and
policies relevant to the conduct of aquaculture in British Columbia. Along with complying
with all DFO requirements, license holders must also be aware of and comply with all laws,
bylaws and orders of any competent government authorities which affect the aquaculture
facility for which the license is issued and include:

e BC Fisheries Act aquaculture licences. Until the British Columbia Fisheries Act can be
amended to remove the requirement that aquaculturists possess a valid provincial
Aquaculture Licence, the Province has issued licences, which explre June 30th, 2012,
but which are limited in scope. -

* Navigable Waters Protection Act permits; and

e Canadian Food Inspection Agency permits reIated the Health of ; als Act.

3. HANDLING OF APPLICATIONS REQUIRING SP CIAL CONSIDERATION

For core aquaculture licenses requiring special c Jderatlon (see BC Aquacu lture
Licensing Approach 4.4), until Fisheries and Oceans C a has had the opportunity to
receive and consider recommendations with respect to salmon aquaculture stemming from
the Cohen Commission’s Inquiry into the Decline of Sockeye Salmon in the Fraser River,
the Department: )

e Will not conduct external consultatlonsbr make decisions on pplications for new
marine salmon sites or for amendments to eXIS ing licenses that have a potential to
result in substantial ch;"” > in the enwronmental footprmt;

¢  Will conduct intefne federal r wews of these applications to be prepared for external
reviews once the Commission’s findings have been received.

The Departme

. Co, "nue to accept a aquacutt :e Iloense and Ilcense amendment appllcatlons

license amen ments forf'mgn"
non-salmonid
shellfish,
freshwater,
enhancement applications

marine salmonid applications falling into categories of re-issuance, and
administrative, name-change and/or technical amendments.

1€ rine finfish,

0 O O 0 O

[During the term of the Cohen Commission, DFO may approve salmon sites under the
following conditions:
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1)  Licences for a new site which will replace an existing site where:

(a) there will be no increase in biomass by the "transfer" of the licence from one
location to another, and

(b) where there is expected to be a decrease in the environmental impact as a result
of moving the licence to the new site.

2)  Where a licence was reviewed by the Province and DFO and was slated for approval
by both parties but where the province had not yet issued a licence under the previous
system.] “

Decisions on applications requiring special consideration will typic

be made by Regional
Director General. “

4. LICENSE CANCELATION

Under the Fisheries Act the Minister may suspen
under the authority of this Act, if

(b) no proceedings under this Act have be
under the lease or license.
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Public Reporting of Regulatory Information Under the British Columbia Aquaculture
Regulatory Regime

Explanatory Notes:

*This section is to be removed from the final policy document, but is to be included as part
of the messaging developed around the policy.

Public Reporting of Aquaculture Regulatory Information in other Regions:

DFO is currently reviewing its policy with respect to public reportmg in the rest of Canada,
but it should be noted that given a different role for DFO ‘in other provinces, DFQ’s
information holdings are much more restricted.

The policy is aimed externally for information and is to be posted on .Regional site. It will

be accompanied by a Public Reporting Operatlonal Ptan

Sustainability Reporting Initiative:
It is expected to be complemented in the future;
Aquaculture Sustainability Reporting Initiative (SRI).
regulatory and non-regulatory matters and environment
sustainability. .

national federal/provincial/industry
ich would cover a ‘wide range of
ocial, and economic aspects of

is intended to report on
sh._Columiba Aquaculture Regulatory

While this Public Reporting on Regulatory
compliance with PAR and implementation of th
Regime and applles onIy to BC aquaculture,
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