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with an estimated 51,036 milllon in 1993 wholesaie seafood production, the
British Columbia seafood industry occupies a very Important place in the
provincial economy. Seafood is also this province’s number one food export,
generating in excess of $750 millicn this year.

in addition o direct contribufions fo the previncial economy, the industry also
providas full and part-time employment for 25,000 people an vessels, fish
forms and in processing plants. These well-paying jobs are particularly
imporiant in coastal communities, many of which dre suffering cutbacks in
other resource sectors. Unlike most other manufactuing sectaors, the fish
processing workfoice has a substantial share of First Nafions employees and
more than half of fish plant workers are women.

The city of Prince Rupert is o good example of the importance of the
seafood industry to coastal comrmunities. Fish processers in Prince Rupett and
the nearby village of Port Edward empicy close to 2.500 people af the
hieight of the saimon season and provide more than 1,000 full-fime
egulvalent jobs. In 1993, the payrofl in fish plants in these areas fotalled
approxdmately S37 mition.

The Prince Rupert and area-based fishing fieet provided another 800
segsonal jobs or 400 full-time eguivalent positions In 1993, and eamed $17
miilon in crew wages. In addifion, there were many more jobs fied 1o
servicing the fleet and the processing plants, and fransporting the finlshed
products 1o markets,

Clearly, the seafood industry is @ vital contributor not only to he economic
stability of the province but also to the social integrity of numerous
communifies.



British Columbia Secfood Production 1921 to 1993
WHOLESALE VALUE LANDED VALUE LANDINGS

... § Miltions ... ... § Milions ... ... ‘000 Tonnes ...
1993F 19927 1991 19937 1992 1991 19937 1992 1991

- Soimor®, »

Chinook 238 323 282 147 244 198 4.8 53 5.1
Sockeye 2823 1852 1627 1398 1104 846 424 210 252
Coho 214 359 412 09 206 283 43 73 104
Pink 66,1 581 1087 121 108 300 60 149 35
Chum 535 629 339 173 285 129 169 180 102

Suptofal® 4493 3774 <3738 1948 1918 1725 845 685 857

Fammed Saimon 1300 1300 1249 - <45 VIO 176 109 4502400 194 244

FowmedToul . 06 04 050 0 D404 05 Sor T oon oo

_Heriing .. S '

" Spawn on Kelp 1.4 8.8 8.9 114 8.8 89 0.27 028 029
Roe Hering 1620 1246 1353 674 807 488 399 337 3846
Food & Bait 2.7 35 3.1 0.6 0.8 0.6 07 0% U

Suptotal - 1761 1369 . 1473 . 794 0603 883 4093490 430

Moibwt . 356, 240290 oo 2is 218 L 43 sa 32

Groundish 1327 1304 1289 - &7 784 810 - 1220 1606 . 1620

CShefffish . ot 0 TIR20 107800718 748 6380 487 272 03180 246
Offier =" 08 2300 15 S.09 13 047 - 05 16 . 02
Tofat - '_ 10361 9183 8775 ‘5552 5350 4921 . 3035 3183 . 3402

1 Includes prodiction derdvad from U3 fish

2 Includes steelhecd and unciassitled

3 Round weight

4 Includes farmed shelifish

E Estimates

P Prefiminany

Source: BCMAFF, DFQ, BCSFA

Historic Llondad ond Wholesale Value of 8l B.C. Secfood
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The 1993 wholasaie value of British Columbia seafood 800 /
products was an estimated $1,036 milion. over 5100
milion greater thar in 1992, and the highest in history. The 00

indusiry appears fo have rebounded from The downtumn ‘/\/\&_*_J W
of 1991 and 1992, 400

Overall, the harvasted quantity of seafcod declined by M
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WILD SALMON

Saimon wholesale value increased from 3377 million in about $100 milion. The wholesale vaiue of each of the
1892 o 5449 mifiion in 1993, This was dueg primarily fo a ofher salmon species declned.
major improvement in the wholesale valug of sockeye by

B8.C. Sgimon Landings (fonnes round)

Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Total!
1962 7,100 30,100 $.300 4,000 15,100 L BB,700
1983 5,400 14,300 10,500 39,500 4900 S 7400
1984 6,300 12,900 10,100 12,100 G000 - BOA00
1985 5,500 31,600 000 37,700 23,600 0T 00
1986 5,000 30,800 13,200 29,500 25,200 A3 em0
1987 5,200 15,000 8,400 26,500 11.000 S 6HT00
1588 5500 11,500 7,100 32,200 30,300 875000
1589 5,200 34,400 8.800 31.000 9,300 e B8, 700
1990 5,200 37,100 10,600 26,200 17,200 coel s DA AGR
1991 5,100 25,200 10,100 35,700 10,200 Lo BB IGO
1992 5,300 21,000 7.300 14,900 18,000 Sl 65000
19537 4,800 42 400 4,300 16,000 16,900 8A400

1 inctudes steelhead
P Prefiminary

B.C. Canned Saimon Pack (48 Ib. cases)?

Chincgk Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Total?
1982 7,700 549,000 47,200 140,400 7410 SRR $1:7-16 A A
1983 4,300 371,500 40,600 996,700 47,100 1480500
1984 2700 230,800 25,800 338,500 48,400 L6600
1985 4,600 583,600 39,600 1,002,500 269,100 L1800.500
1986 6,400 599,300 82,400 $00,800 264,300 S 1,853,800
1987 3,700 309,600 29 500 &0 500 &2 900 1008700
1988 3,100 206,700 23,700 734,300 215,600 C1LI84900 -
1989 8,900 634,400 &6,600 935,000 100,500 D 1745700
1950 7.000 731,800 53,100 777,300 115,900 - 1685600
1951 3,900 431,400 39,400 1,023,700 31,200 1,529,800 ..
19927 2,100 320,300 22,900 382,100 102,300 LU 829500
19937 2,600 638,700 15,500 507 600 77,506 1241900

bonckides sfesthend
72 Inciudes producton dedved from US salmon

P Prefiminary
Sockeye
Salmon harvesters eamed an estimated $195 milion in The 1993 sockeye harvest is even more imprassive
1993, with §140 million of that coming from sockeye. This caonsiderning hat this was not a particulariy strong Adoms
harvest of 42,400 fonnes was double that of 1992 and the River suckeye year. The success of enhancement projects
largest In over forty years. Alihough wholesale prices for added to non-Adams River sockeye runs, in fact, the
sockeye products declined by $1.50 per kitogram or more avarage annual commercial sockeye cafch has
in 1993, the landed voiue was up 530 milion over 1992, increased by 60% since 1970 due primarily To the success

of Salmonid Enhancement Program prajects including the
Fulton and Pinkut spawning channels In the Skeend River
systermn, and the success of Fraser River stock retuiding
inftiatives.
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Historic B.C. Sockeye Londings

‘800 Tonnes

1086
1993

Canned and Frozen Salmon
The 1993 saimon canned pack of 1,242,000 cases was
substanticlly higher than the 820,000 cases canned in
1992, a very iow pack vear,
Historic B.C. Canned Sgimon Prices Historic B.C. Frozen Solmon Prices
. 846 ib.case 16 $/dressed kg
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FARMED SALMORN
Althcugh the 1993 volume of 24,000 tonnes was up by Chile has emerged as The indusiry’s main competitive
clese 1o 5,000 fonnes aver 1992, the estimaled wholesale supplier, a changs from five years ago, when Narway
vajue of farmed saimon of $130 mijion in 1993 was the was The dominant supplier of farmed salmon o the US
same as the year before, This was dus In part 1o o market.

decline in prices caused by Intenss compatition from
farmed Chilean Atantic Salmon.
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A

HERRING

Roe hetring fish haorvesters caught 39,900 tonnes in 1993,
up from 33,700 tonnes caught in 1992, Prices af the
wholesale and harvester level were up substantially from
1992 levais.

Spawn-on-kelp fandings have remained constant at
about 270 tonnes the last three yvears although prices did
show sorme Improvement in 1993,

HALIBUT

At 4,300 tonnes, 1993 halibut landings were up aboui 25%
over 1992, The average price af the wholesaie ievel
increased by 15-20%. The individual Vesse! Quota System
(Ve infroduced by the Depariment of Fisheries and
Oceans in 1991, has resutied in a shift to fresh from frozen
product sales and in 1993 most of the product was sald
as fresh, gutfed, whole fish.

GROUNDFISH

The wholesole value of all groundfish wos an estimated
$133 million in 1993, roughly equal 1o the 1991 and 1992
sales fevels dlthough the landings declined significantly 1o
122,000 tonnes from the 160,00 fonne range in 1991 and
1692, Aimost dil of this decline can be attributed o
reduced hake catches due o ¢ substantiaiy smailer

aticcation of the hoke catch going o the foreign offshore
processers. the white flesh fillets markst for rockfish, sole,
and other species remained relafively stable although
prices did fluctuate somewhat due fo the infiuence of
offshore production,

WHOLESALE VALUE!
... 5 Millions ...

LANDED VALUE
... § Millions ...

LANDINGS
... ‘000 Tonnes ...

19938 1992F . 1991

1993F 1902 1991 19937 1992 1991

Groundfish
Sablefish 220 28.2 33.3
Hoke 105 18.8 17.8
Rockfish 32.3 320 - 261
Lingcod 104 az .2
Pacific Cod 14.3 17.0 13.6
Soles 22.4 7.9 I
Other 20.8 17.3 17.8
Subtotal o 1327 1394 1289

1 Includes producton derved frorm US fish

19.2 25.4 29.8 4.3 54 b5
8.& 15.4 154 62.5 97.2 §¢.1
13.8 171 14.6 18.2 218 19,1
4.} 3.3 3.8 4.9 4.3 5.4
4.4 5.5 6.1 7.7 10.1 11.9
6.7 548 5.7 9.2 7.9 7.7
59 59 5.6 162 13.9 13.3

62,7 78.4 81.0 1220 1806 . 1620

SHELLFISH

Shelifish wholesale value was S111 milion in 1993, up
siightly from 1992, The wholesale value of the geocduck
harvest increased by $10 milion, fo $30 milion in 1993;
however, the wholesale value of sec urchin products

deciined to $2& million from $39 mition in 1992, The 1993
seq urchin harvest of 6,800 tonnes was fess than half of
the record 14,100 harvest tlevel in 1992, The dbalone
fishery remainad closed for conservation reasons.
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Hncludes whoilesale values of farmed clams
2 nchudes production derived from US fish
£ Estimates
P Prefiiminary

WHOLESALE VALUE? LANDED VALUE LANDINGS
... § Millions ... ... § Million ... ... ‘000 Tonnes ...
1993 19927 1991 1993° 1992 1901 1P937 1992 1991
- Sheiffish -
Abdgione 8] 8] 0 0 G 0 0 0 G
Clams 8.4 8.0 7.9 2.6 2.7 3.3 1.2 1.3 1.5
Farmed Clams N/A N/A N/A 1.3 1.0 0.5 0.4 0.3 0.2
Crabs 213 12.9 10.9 8.5 1.2 8.7 6.2 3.4 1.¢
Geoducks 30.0 128 -12.6 25.2 162 Q.7 2.4 2.9 3.3
Ovysters 50 4.8 55 42 4.0 3.5 5.3 4.7 4.5
Sed Urchins 26.3 39.4 18.7 5.8 132 6.1 6.8 41 7.6
Sea Cucumbers 4.0 5.6 2.2 1.0 1.4 1.0 0.3 G.5 0.5
Shrimp & Prawns 14.6 160 14.5 12.1 12.4 121 4.3 3.9 4.2
Other 1.6 2.4 2.3 1.1 1.7 1.7 0.3 Q.7 08
Subtotal 2 . 107e 716 748 838 847 27.2. 31.8 - 2{1‘5

The provincial shellfish aguaculiure industry is confinuing s
steady growth with increasss in the oyster and Maniia
clam harvest as well as the development of g scallop
industry. in 1993, farmed oysfer production reached over
4,400 tonnes with an estimated fam gate value of 53.5
mition. The harvest of Manlla clams confinued o increqse
in 1993 with a harvaest of 308 tonnes valued at
approximately $1 mition,

Farming of the Pacific or Japanese scallop s in the early
stages of developmeant and in 1993 the harvest of this
species fotalied 6 fonnes voiued ot approximatety
$24,000. With companies beginning 1o target American
and Paciic Rim markets for whole, in-shell product,
scailop production s expected fo increase rapidly over
the next year. Over the naxt ten years it is expected that
the geoduck clam, agbaione, sea urchin, and sea
cucumber fisheries will also develop further,

Growth of Sheillfish Farming in B.C.

£8.0
Mittion*

7,000
Tonnes

430
Operating
Farms

1973

i fam Gate Valus

1980

1985

T T

1590 1985

Notes: Lines not to scale; shelffish aguaculture started In B.C, in 1912; graph depicts recent frends only Source BOMAFF
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AQUACULTURE

British Columbia’s aquocutiure industry is cenfred primarily on formed saimon, aithough many other species are under
intensive culiure.

Aguaculture Farm Gate Produchion in British Columbia 1982-1963
SALMON EAINBOW TROUT CYSTERS CLAMS
Tonnes' § 000 Tonnes 5 000 Tonnes  $ 000 Tonnes  § 000

1982 273 1,136 74 - NA, 1.579 981 - -
1983 128 708 77 447 2,453 1,564 - -
1984 107 702 71 433 2,897 2,109 - -
1985 120 820 ) 83 435 3,420 2,163 4 4
1984 400 2,728 101 565 2.864 2515 7 i4
1987 1,931 12,872 o0 447 3,487 7,548 25 43
1988 &,590 32,084 113 505 3.702 2.725 30 5%
1989 11.883 59,739 g6 374 3,721 2,238 3 o)
1980 15,486 78 6406 109 536 4547 3,613 39 140
1991 24400 110,600 13 836 4,487 3,465 151 554
19928 (4,54 19400~ 11EE0G- 1S58 8245F agp 4,750 4,000, 310 1,000
1993 25,280 24000 H5005 5L, 425 115 6% 600 5,250 4,200 400 1,300
I Round weight £ Fsiimates £ Preliminary

The Brifish Columbia seafood industry faces many
chaiienges, including an increase in world supply and
competition In fraditional export markets. Severdl inifiatives
ware started in the last few years o address these
challenges and substanticl progress is being made while
other new initiatives have just been lounched.

THE FiSH PROCESSING STRATEGIC TASK
FORCE

The fisherles indusiry has been an economic mainsiay of
the province of B.C. for generations. However, with rapidly
expanding and diversifying worid markets, it is becoming
increasingly imporfant for industry stakehoiders fo look
forward ond identify new ways of increasing the vaiue of
this bitton dollar Industry, The Fish Processing Stiategic Task
Force was announced in October, 1993 in response o the
need for legisiative and policy options o help the B.C.
fisheries industries grow.

The thirteen-member industry led council is comprised of
representatives from all sectors of the fishery as well as
coastal communities. Throughout the spring of 1994, this
feam will be exploring ways of shengthening and axpand-
ing the provincial fish pracessing industry by analyzing and
assessing naw product development, inovative process-
ing methods and the development of under-uiilized
specias. In addition, the Task Force will Identify ways 1o
gnhance and sustain employment opporfunifies through
increased fraining for industry workers and better Jabour
relafions. A draft reponrt is o be presenied to the Minister
of Agriculture, Fsheries and Food by June 30, 19%4.

MARKETING

The B.C. Sdrmon Marketing Councit (BCSMC) continued o
prormote the B.C. salmon industry throughout the world in
1993, As part of a plan fo diversify markats, Provincial
government funding through the BC 21 program allowed
e Councit fo expiore new marke! oppaortunities in
Mexico, Hong Kong, Talwan, and Japan af the first ever
Tokyo Seafood Show. This program will continue in 1994,
with BC 21 again providing funding.

Within B.C., the BCSMC ran @ highly successfut summer
promaotion for fresh B.C. salmon through the Food industry
Market Development Program. in addifon, the Councll
acknowledged that qualily begins on the boat by
pulzlishing the highly regarded "On-Board Quality
Guidelines” booklet distributing this publication o the
entire fleet,

in 1993 the 8.C. Farmed Salmon insfitute confinued thair
successful program of frads advertising in he United
States where B.C. remains the market leader. As well. o
pilol consumer promction was run in B.C. under the Food
industry Market Development Program 1o strengthen the
domastic market. Markating pians for the coming year
are focused on the U.S. consumer through a joint
campaign with Chileon, U.S. and Scoftish solmon farmers.

The 1993 British Columbia Seafood Industry Year in Review
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PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT

Deavaloping and maintalning state of the art seafood
processmg and aguocuiture technology is critical for
competing in word seafood product markets. The
Fisheries Development and Diversification Program
provides provincial support in a Federal/Provincial cost
sharad crrangement for research and development and
the adaptation of new technologies in the seafood
sector, The new products and processes expected from
this funding initiative will continue fo encourage growth in
segfood proguction, particularly in non-fraditional areas,

A total of seven infflatives were funded during the
1993/94 fiscal year for projects ranging from processing
tfachnology development 1o packaging, and market
development of seafood products. In 1994, 5270
thousand In provincial funding has been allocated 1o
other new projects under this program.

LABOUR INITIATIVES

Recent court deckions have held that for the purpese of
labour law, fish harvesters are subject o provincial rother
than fedserdl laws. In iate 1993 and early 1994, o number
of reports were released by the Ministry of Skills, Training
and Labour including:

1. The Kelleher Report which investigates the inclusion of
flsh harvesters within provincial collective bargaining
legistation,

2. The Workers Compensation Board Terms of Reference
for the Fishing Subcommitiee of the Govermnors’
Committee for Regulation Review. Draft Fshing
Operations Reguiations which recommend standards
for occupational heatth and safely were subject 1o
public review In early 1994

3. The Thompson Commission Repart on proposed
changes To the Employvment Standards Act.

it is also expectad that new inlflatives In skills and fraining
for a more competitive workforce will be announced.

COMMUNITY SALMONID ENHANCEMENT

The second year of funding from BC 21 af §1 millon for
the Community Salmonid Enhancement and Restoration
Fund (CSERF) was announced on Aoril 28, 1994, Funding is
directed fo eligible profit and non-profit groups 1o help
infficte community-based saimonid enhancement and
restoration projects in their local regions. What makes this
BC 21 inifigtive unigque among other govermnment
erhancement programs i CSERF's focus on human
resource fraining ond creafion of employment
opponunities,

1993 proved to be an oulstanding success for CSERFE,
Thity-one projects, undertcken by both community
associations and First Nations, from all regions of the
province received funding. The oprojects created new
Jobs, provided worthwhilie fraining and skil development,
encouraged volunteers and left a substantial legacy of
improved habltat for our vaiuable saimon and trout
stocks.

BC 27's CSERF program is jointly adminisiered by MAFF
and the Ministry of Environment, Lands and Parks.

FiISH BROKERS LICENCE

Starting January, 1994, the Fish Brokers Licence was
reguired for companies that purchase fish or act as
agents on behalf of others.

The licence is not reguired by INdividudls o companias
that aready hoid provincial fish buying or fish processing
cences, Furthermore, persons buying direct from fishers
for thelr own use, or restaurants and refail stores do not
require the naw fcence.

The Minisiry's lcensing system sérves as a cenfral registry
paoint for cll industry parficipants. A cross complicnce
system enables othar agencies, including Workers
Compensation, Revenue Conada and the Deparfment of
risheries and Oceans o ensure appropriate ievies and
premiums have been paid and caich reports filed, The
creaflon of this new license will further enhance this cross
compliance, and ensure that cll purchasers of fish,
including those who don't operate dockside plants, must
be parf of the sysfem,

if you have any guestions regarding this new licence
contact Mr. Charlie Twaddle in Victorda office af 387-9567
or Ms, Kathy Sherwood in Courtenay ot 334-1402,

4

Estimates for 1994 indicate a similar pattern in overail
catch and vadlue, compared fo 1993, St af peaks in
some natural cyclaes, the wild salmon harvest s expectsd
to increase sightly and it should be another good year
for sockaeye. In addition, It is predicted that herning harvest
wil diso increase. The Total Allowable Caich for some
spacies will be reducead: other groundfish and shelifish
production should confinue to show marginat increqses

B.C.'s maturing salmon farming secior witl Increase
production in 1994 and Atlantic salmon will account for
nearly 65% of the harvest. Improved efficiencies on
sheldifish farms will mean higher oyster yields, and
diversification into Manila clam culture will continue o be
the frend.

Farrny production from a variety of new species is
expecifed o make inroads in domestic and export
markets,

This is the second issue of the Butisi Columbia Seafood Industry. Year
in Review series. We'encaurage you o send us your comments on
this new publication and-any suggestions for future issues. For more
information, caif or write, Tracy Michalski, Aguacuiture and.’
Commerciat Fisheries Branch, Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Fopd, BO8 Douglas Street, Victoria, British Columbia, VBW 2E7. -
{ielephone 604-387-11560; fax 604 3“&7280] :

Data Sources: Alf seafood finished produc.j and Whaiefafe vaiucs as -
well as aguacuiture industry harvests and farm gate_valdes are’ .
coftected by the Aguaculture and Commerciai Fisheries Branch of the
Mtinistry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. Corminercial fisheries:
tandings and values are provide‘d by the Degartment of Fishigries and
Geeans, Paciiic Regior; 1992 prefiminary vaiues have beén adjusted.
Estimates for 1993 farmed saimon are based on'the B.C. Saimcm
Farmers Association production survey and forecast

May 1994
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