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Part 3 Chapter 5 — Licence Information

Salmon

Licence Categories

A category A, N or FA licence is required to commercially harvest salmon. Category A
licence eligibilities are limited entry and vessel based. Categqry A licence eligibilities are
available at full and reduced fees. Reduced fee licence eli"gibilities myst be held on a vessel
that is owned by Aboriginal individuals with status.

Category N and FA are party based and must bglcfeslgnated toa commerc1a11y1rpglstered
vessel that meets established length restrictions:

Category N licence eligibilities are held by the Noxtherd Hatlve Fishing Corporation
(NNFC). Category FA are communal eotmmqrclal licencé el}glblhtles

Licence History

Prior to introduction-of limited entry, the requiréments for vessels to participate in the
salmon fishery were:

e registration with the DEO.asa commiercial fishing vessel,

e annual fee 0f10.00

¢ applications made prior to May 31 of the year for which the licence would be valid.
1889 — Number of licenses on the Eraser was limited to 500. 350 went to processors in
proportion ' td their capacity: Processors could obtain more licenses only by obtaining more
capacity.

1891- U.S. fish harvesters'set up an interception fishery and the U.S. catch of the Fraser

River runs exceeded 60 of the total by 1900.
1892 — Fraser limitation abandoned due to difficulties limiting access to what was

considered a “public resource”

1894 - Limitation on the number of licenses held by each enterprise (twenty for processors
and one for each bona fide fish harvester). This was abandoned as the number of vessels and
processors continued to escalate.

1908- Canadian and U.S. governments negotiated a treaty setting up an International
Fisheries Commission to govern Fraser River fishing. U.S. Congress did not approve the

treaty.
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Announcement made that no additional canneries should be permitted to be constructed in
the North and a limit should be placed on the number of boats that existing canneries should
be permitted to operate. Canneries voluntarily set these limits.

1917- Limits were lifted as returning soldiers required jobs.

1927- Processors and fish harvesters asked DFO for a reduction in the number of gillnetters
and suggested area licensing. This was not acted upon as they did not represent the views of
the entire industry.

A canner (F. Millerd) made use of an obscure clause in the Fisheries Act that permitted
processing at sea and established a mobile cannery. When required by DFO to permanently
locate the facility, a trial ensued resulting in acquittal and federafl;a'uﬂloﬁty to regulate
cannery licensing was ended. Area licensing ensued.

1937- International Pacific Salmon Fisheries Commission #vas estai)lished assigning Canada
and the U.S. each half of the Fraser sockeye and net fishing on the h}gh seas was banned.
1942- Fishing Vessel Assistance program introduced; fts objective was %d-assist Canadian
fishermen in the purchase of fishing vessels. R

1947- The Fisheries Prices Support Board was established tg assist marketing efforts.

1953- North Pacific Fisheries Convention resulted inargciprocal rights between Canada and
the US to fish in each others waters.

The Fishermen’s Indemnity later the fnsmanc!:e rPlan was ntroduced to provide harvesters
with affordable insurance. A %

1955- The Fisheries Improvement Loans Act was institubed to ncrease credit available to
harvesters by guaranteging'loansfrom lenciingiinSﬁmtions and the DFO of Trade & Industry
contributed to capacity: éxpansion_‘bty introdueing accelerated capital cost allowances after
World War II o i _

1967- Fisheries Develapment Aot whspdssed with the intent of “subsidizing processing
companies tg build, imprBve dr expand facilities

1968- ”!ihb»ﬁshmg industry aﬁrﬁog unanimously declared the need for some form of licence
limitdtidn. The “Davis*Plan” ha'dsfoqr phases, the first to cap the numbers in the fleet, the
second t0 zeduce the ﬂeettthi__'ough a vessel buy back, third to improve vessel standards and
product q\)aﬁity and last to eshance economic viability for the remaining fleet.

1969 - The ihﬁr_oti)uction of iimited entry licences in the salmon fishery marked the
beginning of licerce limitation in Pacific fisheries in Canada and the first for any major
fishery in the world fo’be addressed as a policy imperative.

Category A vessel-based licence eligibilities were issued to vessels that recorded catch of
10,000 Ibs. or more of pink or chum salmon, or equivalent, during 1967 or 1968.

5,870 salmon licence eligibilities were issued.

The qualifying vessels were sub-divided into two categories. Those vessels which landed in
excess of 10,000 pounds of pink or chum salmon or an equivalent value of other salmon
species were granted a category A licence. Those with lower production records were
granted a category B licence. This was intended to differentiate fishermen dependent on
salmon harvesting from part-time and recreational fishers who made the majority of their
income from other sources.
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The only initial difference between the two categories lay in vessel replacement provisions.
While both were entitled to full participation in the fishery, category A vessels could be
replaced, but category B vessels could not as these licences were to be phased out after 10
years. These provisions were intended to encourage fishers to voluntarily opt for category B
and eventual retirement from the fishery.

1970 — Canada joined 57 other nations in declaring a 12 mile limit. A buy back program
was introduced and a 10 year phase out for Category B licenses was announced.

1971 - Salmon licence fees doubled. Fee increases were used to fund a voluntary retirement
program where prices were negotiated. Vessels purchased under the program were sold at
auction and were precluded from participation in commercial fishing in B.C. Reduced fee
licenses could not participate in the buyback program as no confn'bution was made to the
program through reduced fee licence fees.

A policy where vessels who did not report salmon landings*for twé consecutive years
would lose the eligibility were introduced. ;

Reduced fee elections were introduced with the intght fo maintain the pdtticipation level of
Aboriginal harvesters in the fishery. Aboriginal owners of vessels holding %ighe{ category A
or B licences could elect to pay a reduced fee. Those with Gatégory B licenses who elected
areduced fee were not subject to the 10 year phase. eut. -

1974 - 200 mile economic zone for cqastal states introdiuced along with TACs and the

obligation to grant foreign access where sufficient capacity fo harvest the TAC did not exist.
By now, approximately 361 vessels or 7% 6f‘ﬂie4ﬂ§pt had \béer% retired. Due to record
landings and licence limitation, market values hag ¥isep'tp the pdint the buyback program
virtually ceased. R A =0 =

From 1969 to 1977, ‘sagm%n liceﬁse;s allowedf(?r fishing by gillnet, seine, or troll gear.

1977 — DFO announcéd phase one of the Salmonid Enhancement Program (SEP) with a
goal to double salmon and anadromeus trout stogks. First MOU between federal and
provincial gevernment signgd for SEP. - aMt_ on the number of vessels allowed to fish
with seine gear was implemented

1978 ~ The Minister extended the phase out period for 103 category B licenses by five
years.

1982- Vessels with a salmon seine licence eligibility were able to fish for salmon with any
gear and vesséls without a seine licence eligibility could use either gillnet or troll gear or
both until the introduction of the Pacific Salmon Revitalisation Plan in 1996.

1983 - Category N iiéence eligibilities were introduced with the relinquishment and
retirement of a category A eligibility by the Northern Native Fishing Corporation (NNFC).
Tuming the Tide: A New Policy for Canada’s Pacific Fisheries authored buy P. Pearse
released recommending significant change in all areas of the industry.

1985- Fishermen’s Vessel Assistance program terminated. MOU signed between federal
and BC governments granting BC autonomy to regulate aquaculture industry.

Pacific Salmon Treaty signed between Canada and the U.S.

1986 - Policies on Recreational Fisheries and the Management of Fish Habitat issued.
Provincial moratorium on fish farm construction issued.
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1990 — One category B licence remaining

1991 — Salmon Allocation Plan issued

1996 — The Pacific Salmon Revitalisation Plan brought area, permanent gear selection and

licence stacking to the salmon fishery. In addition, vessel owners were able to elect not to

fish the 1996 season and an $80 million federally funded voluntary licence retirement

program led to the retirement of 797 commercial salmon licences.

The coast was divided into areas by gear type:

Seine: area A -North and area B-South

Gillnet: area C- North, area D- South, and area E-Fraser River

Troll: area F- North, area G-West Coast Vancouver Island and*Queen Charlotte Strait, and
area H- Johnstone and Georgia Straits.

Salmon licensed vessel owners made a permanent gear cligice arid selected one area within

a gear type for each licence eligibility. The initial area selection was forﬁfour years.

Licence stacking was introduced to decrease the mimber of vessels actively participating in

the fishery while allowing vessel owners to fish i more than one area or with;more than one

gear type.

1998 — The Minister approved the conversion of the lasF (fategory B salmon licence to a

reduced fee category A licence eligibility with the proﬁsé that it be converted to a category

C eligibility upon the retirement or deegth ofthue vessel owner.

Conservation and economic concemns resulted imfurther restricturing of the fishery.

Included was another voluntary licence rétirement prégram. The 1998 — 2000 salmon

licence retirement program resuited in the gefitement of I!;4E)4 salmon licence eligibilities.

Salmon licence retirentents from f998 - 2000-§epresented 44.3% of all originally eligible

seine licences, 40.0% of gillnet and'46.5% of frdll.

Industry voted to contimie stacking=anf by June 1998, the total number of salmon licences

stacked had'intreased to 628.

Selective fishing practices intri')duced.

Vesseélidwners had the option to elect not to fish the 1998 season and be reimbursed pre-

season ‘costs. Vessel ownérs had toeléct not to fish all licence eligibilities to be eligible for

pre-seasont bhancial paymehts. Vessels with stacked licence eligibilities could elect not to

fish in one arel, iwaive the fees for that eligibility and fish under a licence eligibility in a

different area.

1999 — A fee remission.allowed individuals to receive a refund if they had a 2000 category a

licence issued and elected not to fish. Participation in this program was contingent on proof

that the vessel had not fished for salmon. Due to a poor fishing season, approximately $1.7

million in licence fees were refunded to 1,644 vessel owners that did not have fishing

opportunities available.

2000 - Area selection process

2002 — Licence year changed to April 01 to March 31.

2006 - Area selection process valid for one year.

2007 — Area selection process valid for an indefinite period. Net area selection took place in
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March and April and troll selections in September and October.

Licence Fees

The annual licence fees are based on vessel length, gear and reduced fee elections:
Vessels under 9.14m | Vessel 9.14m and over | Seine vessels
Reduced fee | $380 $650 $2670
Full fee $430 $710 $3880

An Aboriginal with status may elect to pay a reduced annual fee for a salmon licence
eligibility. Where this election is made, the reduced fee applies in all years thereafter. Only
an Aboriginal with status may own the vessel the licence eligibility is attached to.

Salmon licence fees were adjusted in 1970, 1971, 1981, 1987, 1996 and 1998. In 1996 fees
were adjusted to reflect more accurately a vessel’s fishing capacity by basing fees on overall
length, full fee or reduced fee and gear type. In 1998, the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans
Canada reduced the fees for salmon licences to make the fees reflective of fishing
opportunities.

Licence Application and Issuance

Categories A and N applications must be submitted by March 310f each year with the
required fees. Any authorized representative of the vessel owner may sign a category A
application. Category F & N applications must be signed by an authorized signing authority
of the licence eligibility holder.

Schedule II Other Species

Licence Categories
A valid category C, CA, FC or FCA or any vessel based licence ; i.e. salmon, geoduck,
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sablefish, halibut, crab, shrimp trawl, groundfish trawl or prawn and shrimp by trap;
communal commercial licenses for the same species or category N authorizes the harvest of
Schedule II species commercially. Vessels authorized to fish under the authority of any of
these licences may fish for the species listed below, transport and be designated to fish
under the authority of a category Z licence as outlined in Conditions of Licence.

Category C licence eligibilities are limited entry and vessel based. Category FC eligibilities
are party based: an Aboriginal group is the licence eligibility holder and the eligibility must
be designated annually to a commercially registered fishing vessel that meets length
restrictions.

Prior to the availability of management plans and licence comiit*igns for Halibut, Prawn and
Shrimp Trawl, or area I & J Crab, a category CA or FCA:licence is available to vessels
eligible for those species and not eligible for any other vessel based commercial fishing
licence to fish for Schedule I Species, transport and be designated with @ category Z
licence.

Schedule II - Species and Gear:

SPECIES . ' GEAR

**Spiny dogfish . hook and line

Skate ’ hook and line
Flounder and sole species = .. P , hook and line
**Lingcod (Ophiodon glongalus): , Ve " "hook and line
Pacific cod (Gadus macrocephaluys) hook and line

*Tuna ‘ hook and line,

5w . ; 5 purse seine or gillnet

Smelt | : gillnet or set net

1949- iow priced synthetic Vitamif' A developed which led to the closure of the dogfish
fishery wHich had been highly valued during WW 1I for their Vitamin A content.

1955- Fish haryesters received assistance to destroy dogfish that were now in abundance
and interfered with the harvest of other species.

* Effective 2003, authorization for fishing tuna species in the waters of the U.S.A. was not
included under conditions of licence for Schedule II. Privileges continue to authorize fishing
tuna in Canadian waters or the High seas.

** Effective 2006, lingcod and dogfish moved to ITQs based on a formula of catch history
from 1996 to 2003. For lingcod, a vessel was required to have landed a minimum of 1000
1bs during these years and for dogfish, a vessel was required to have landed a minimum of

3000 Ibs during these years to be eligible.
Based on the criteria approximately 581 vessels qualified for lingcod quota and 525 vessels

qualified for dogfish quota.
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Only 15% of dogfish and lingcod quota is held on Schedule I licenses. The rest of the
quota is dispersed among 9 other vessel based licenses under schedule II privileges
associated with other licence eligibilities. Quota records for lingcod and/or dogfish were
attached to the vessel based eligibility the landings were recorded against. Over 30% of the
dogfish and lingcod quota is held on salmon licenses and another 40 to 50% are held by
halibut licenses.

Subject to annual species caps and sector holding caps, temporary reallocations of lingcod
and dogfish ITQ between vessels and between commercial groundfish sectors is permitted.

Section 68 Licences

Unlimited entry licence issued under Section 68 of the Fishery General Regulations. The
licence is required by vessels subject to Canadian jurisdiction that will be fishing or
transhipping fish in high seas waters other than Canadian fisheries waters.

Another commercial licence eligibility is not required in order to apply for a Section 68
licence.

Commercial Licensing Policy for the Pacific Region

10



DRAFT FOR DISCUSSION

Under Schedule II, Part 1T of the Pacific Fishery Regulations, 1993, Canadian registered
commercial fishing vessels with vessel based licences; i.e. A,C, G, K,L,R, S, Tand W or
those that have been designated for a category N or an eligible communal commercial
licence, i.e. FA, FC, FCA, FK, FL, FR, FS or FW for the current year are authorized to fish
for tuna species in Canadian fisheries waters and on the high seas.

A licence issued pursuant to Section 68 of the Fishery (General) Regulations) is required
by:

1) Canadian registered commercial fishing vessels with vessel based licences that wish to
fish for albacore tuna in U.S. waters -

2) Canadian registered commercial fishing vessels that wish to receive fish (tranship) from a
U.S or any foreign fishing vessel in waters other than Canadlén Iifisheries waters

3) Vessels not currently registered as a Canadian commermal fishing vessel with Schedule II
privileges that wish to fish or tranship on the high seasﬁl .e. waters of tﬁeﬁ’amﬁc Ocean other
than Canadian or U.S. fisheries waters.

4) To participate in the Seamount fishery.

Licence Application and Issuance

Completed applications for licences 1§sqed pur§uant to Séchpn 68 along with the required
fees. Licence fees are $500.00. The licence period is from the da;e of issue to March 31 of
the next calendar year.
Prior to licence issue, applicdnts myst:
» Designate a registered commercial ﬁsﬁmg vessel, for tuna one that is not eligible for
a current year Sﬁalmon Schédule II, Gedduck, Sablefish, Halibut, Crab, Shrimp,
Groundfish Trawl or Prawn licenee and for-sablefish, one that is eligible fora
sablefish gcategory’K? licence k]
o Ptowvide a lettbr to cSnfirm service provider arrangements have been made.

Vesséls not currently identified as a Ganadian commercial fishing vessel must submit a
complete(f Application for Gommercial Fishing Vessel Registration along with items
outlined on thé.reverse of that application. The registration requirement for a marine survey
report does no&cﬁa\,{e to be met for vessels designated solely for a high seas licence.

Applications for specie$ other than tuna are forwarded to the resource manager or species
coordinator for review and approval prior to licence issue and may take longer to process.

Applications for a Canadian commercial fishing vessels to receive fish, i.e. tranship, from a
U.S. or any foreign fishing vessel in waters subject to the jurisdiction of another state, i.e.
not on the high seas require that the vessel master satisfy the DFO of Fisheries and Oceans,
that all relevant arrangements have been approved by the state(s) concerned.
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Transport

Licence Category

Under Section 24 of the Pacific Fishery Regulations, transporting commercial harvested
fish harvested is permitted where the vessel is registered and licensed to be used in
commercial fishing or a transporting; category D licence has been issued in respect of the
vessel. Transporting licences are unlimited entry and vessel based. A licence is not required
for the transport of oysters, clams, gooseneck barnacle or aquacptpre stock only.

Any vessel based licence (i.e.) salmon, schedule II species, géoduyck, sablefish, halibut, crab,
shrimp trawl, groundfish trawl or prawn and shrimp by trap, commuhal commercial or
salmon, category licence allows the transport of roe herrmg, prawn and §hnmp by trap and
salmon caught by other vessels according to the condmons of licence.

Red Sea Urchin, Green Sea Urchin, Sea Cucumbe& and Ge@?u%k must be validated prior to
being transported.

Transporting of sablefish, halibut, groun('iﬂsh trawl, rock{ish and schedule II species,
eulachon, crab, shrimp trawl and sardme is preh;blged as the licensed fishing vessel must
land the harvest. Crab, spiny dogfish an s}mmp lgmwl n{ay be transported after it has been
landed by the harvest vesgel;

Transporting of Pardlytic Shellfish 5P,01son1ng (P§P) geoduck sampling product or any
product that will no'teb sold commgrmally may be done under authority of a licence issued

under Section 4 (1) of the Contamznated‘ngkerfés Regulations.

Transporirlicences do not allow, freezing of fish. Fish may be frozen on the licensed fishing
vessgl and transhipped to a vessej for transport.

Licence History

1972 - Transperging licenées were introduced as an unlimited entry licence category.
Because category'D licences are unlimited entry, they are popular with pleasure boaters to
be eligible for commercial rates on moorage and fuel, every effort is made to ensure only
legitimate commercial vessels are issued licences.

April 1, 2006 - transporting of commercial dogfish by a vessel other than the harvesting
vessel (transhipping i.e. third party) was prohibited and new requirements specific to the
transporting of live rockfish were put in place.

Licence Application & Issue

The vessel owner or any authorized representative may sign the application form.
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Licence fees are $30.00
Transporting licences are valid from the date of issue to December 31* annually.

Prior to licence issue the following requirements must be met:

e Details of Commercial Transport Operations for a previous year transporting
licence must be provided where applicable. Transporting vessels that are moored
at a Small Craft Harbours (SCH) facility must be identified on fish slip records
submitted to Fisheries and Oceans Canada, Catch Statistics Unit.

e Details of Expected Commercial Transport Operation report for the year the
licence is being applied for must be provided.

e Vessels not previously issued a Commercial Tran,_stft licence must meet all
Commercial Fishing Vessel Registration requirements outlihed in Chapter XX.

Vessels not moored at a SCH facility may be issubd a licence where they do not have
verifiable landings identified as many vessels 4ré employed as back-up vessels for
transporting and may or may not actually have landjnlgs to substantiate this. The rationale is
that vessels not moored at a SCH facility are not utilismg'transporting licenses to obtain
home port moorage at a reduced rate and"there are no céngervation concerns associated with
a transporting licence.
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Abalone

Licence Category

An Abalone, category E licence is required to commercially harvest abalone. Abalone
licence eligibilities are limited entry and party-based. The fishery has been closed since
December 1990.

Licence History

1956 - Commercial landings of abalone were recorded.

1976 - The number of vessels participating in the abalone ﬁshery almost doubled from 21
in 1975 to 40 in 1976. This was mainly due to Japanese market demand; and the high price
(81.50/1b at the time) paid to the harvesters. In November, public meetings were held in
Prince Rupert and Vancouver to obtain recommendations regardlng the fishery: While many
individuals opposed any commercial harvest of aBalqne epmmercial fishers supported a
limited entry scheme.

September 7, 1977 - Abalone became g lunited entry licence, Licence eligibilities were
issued to anyone who met both of the following fequirements:
e Recorded commercial catch of abalgne in aniy. year preceding 1977 with a value
greater than $2,000; and
o Produced dociments showmg that more than 50% of their income was from the
harvest of abalone in any ene year precéding 1977.
1979 - Individual quotas were introduced into the abalone fishery with 50% of the Total
Allowable Catch (TAC) divided into equal quotas for each licence, and 50% of the
remaining TAC available to afiy or all licences.
1980 - .100% of the TAC was a§signed to individual quota management and the TAC was
divided;equally into 26 individual quetas. Abalone was inspected prior to unloading and
licences were validated prier to each trip.

1989 - Stockﬁsurveys confirmed levels considered to be inadequate to sustain harvest.
December 1990 -:the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans Canada announced the closure of the
abalone fishery in order, to protect the declining stocks. This closure remains in effect.

Licence Application and Issue

Due to the closure of this fishery, licence eligibility holders do not have to submit an
application and fees annually in order to maintain the eligibility.

Commercial Licensing Policy for the Pacific Region
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Communal Commercial

Licence Category

Category F licence eligibilities are party based and limited entry. The Allocation Transfer
Program (ATP) retires licence eligibilities from commercial fisheries to be allocated to
Aboriginal communities through negotiations under the Aboriginal Fisheries Strategy
(AFS). Licence retirement is limited to a total of five percent per fishery over six years.

In addition, communal commercial licence eligibilities have and;_n'l;.ly be created consistent
with principles for Aboriginal participation in new and emergihéiﬁsheﬁes (e.g. category
FZS, sardine). The licence eligibilities that are not a result Qg tge;AIP retirement process
are: : '

Sardine (by seine or gillnet): category FZS

Spawn on kelp: FJ/41, F1/42, FJ/43, FJ/44, FJ/45;FJ/46, and FJ/47

Where a communal commercial licence eligibifitx originated {:‘fom a retired veSsél-based
licence eligibility, vessels designated to fish under authori?y%f the licence are also permitted
to fish for Schedule II species, transport fish and may e Hesignated to fish under the
authority of a category Z licence. Cort‘)iriunél;commerciaﬁlibences are subject to all the rules
and regulations set out in the conditios iof ficBnée at regu'lﬁ{e all commercial fisheries as
well as the conditions set out in sections §'and 5 ofsthe 4CFLR. Communal commercial
licence eligibilities that are: ﬁe§ig1ated to vesselgwith otfier dommunal commercial or
regular commercial vesstl-basedigences d fot’become married.

Licence History |

The aboriginaliright to fish;was first recoghiZed in 1877 by a joint Indian reserve
Commyjssionand $n 4880, aﬁbp’ginals operated approximately 600 gillnetters.

1888 - the Fisheries A%t ‘was athended to specify “Indians shall at all times, have liberty to
fish for ghe purpose of provijding food for themselves, but not for sale, barter or traffic, by
nay means other than drift nets or spearing.”

By 1894, abérjginals required formal permission from DFO to fish.

By 1910, permits'outlined. permissible gear, areas and times.

1968 — The Indian Fishermen’s Assistance program (IFAP) was announced jointly funded
by DFO and DIAND. Its objectives were to reverse the decline in Native participation in
fisheries, to improve their earnings and to improve the versatility of the native fleet.

1969 — The government purchased ABC fleet to support the IFAP.

1981 — The Indian Fishermen’s Emergency Assistance program was introduced to assist
with debt payments and start up costs for new aboriginal entrants.

1982 — DIAND provides funds to the Northem Native Fishing Corporation (NNFC) for its
purchase of BCP’s northern gillnet fleet. This resulted in the creation of 254 category N
salmon licence eligibilities that exist today.

1986- The Native Fishing Association Program was established to provide assistance and
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business management training to aboriginal fish harvesters experiencing financial
difficulties.

Turning the Tide: A New Policy for Canada’s Pacific Fisheries authored by P. Pearse

The Aboriginal Communal Fishing Licence Regulations (ACFLR) made under section 43 of
the Fisheries Act authorize the Minister to issue communal licences to Aboriginal
organizations to carry on fishing and related activities. The ACFLR apply with respect to a
myriad of species in various provinces and territories and in various waters.

The ACFLR provide the licensing mechanism both for fishing conducted as part of the AFS
and as part of DFO’s response to the Marshall decision. This includes:

- access to fisheries for food, social and ceremonialspurposes;

- access for the pilot sales fisheries in British Colymbia;‘and

- access to commercial fisheries:

- through the Allocation Transfer Progg.a?ip'('ATP) under the#4FS,

- through the Fisheries Access Programias part of DFO’s response.to the
Marshall decision, o3l

- by the Heiltsuk First Nation in British Columbia for herring spawn-on-kelp for
commercial purposes, and '

- other commercial access.

1992 — Partially in response to the Sparrgw decision, and to %ngu.ge a stable fishery
management process, DFO Jaunched the ﬁlbon'giqal Ffsl{'erges__ Strategy (AFS). The AFS
program is applicable where Fifheries and Ogeafis Canadd nianages the fishery and where
land claim settlements:have not already put aiﬁshen'es management regime in place. Under
the AFS, Fisheries ané Oceans Cariada enters iito agreements with First Nations to
establish a regulatory framewaork fqr mapagement of the fishery. These agreements also
seek to integrate Aboriginalgedple intd the'management of the fishery, to provide economic
benefits a,pd to estaglish and ptiovide allocations of fish. Most AFS agreements are for a
period ‘of five years. The pbody-efithe agreement acts as a framework for assistance in
community development.

1994 — DFOsimplemented ﬂ&e Allocation Transfer Program (ATP) in keeping with DFO’s
overall objective of resource conservation, facilitates the voluntary retirement of
commercial licencés and the re-issuance of the equivalent commercial fishing capacity as
communal commercialdicences under the AFS. The program does not add to the existing
effort on the resource. The initial phase of the program concentrated on licenses in the roe
herring, rockfish, sea urchin and sea cucumber fisheries.

1995 - The ATP program was expanded to include other commercial licence eligibilities.
Retirement continued to be limited to a total of five percent of licences per fishery over six
years. This was to ensure that commercial operators were not affected when fishing
opportunities are transferred to Aboriginal communities through negotiations under the
Aboriginal Fisheries Strategy. Up until 2008, a contracted independent Program Co-
ordinator and Licence Eligibility Retirement Selection Committee (LERSC) composed of
Aboriginal individuals and commercial fishing interests reviewed all applications. The
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Committee advised the DFO on which licence eligibilities they deemed a good purchase,
keeping in mind the constraints of available funding and the five-percent limit.

The program has had a relatively stable operating mandate of approximately $6 million
annually in Pacific Region.

2007 - the Pacific Integrated Commercial Fisheries Initiative (PICFI) was announced. The
$175 million project, is being implemented over five years and will lead to all commercial
fish harvesters fishing under common and transparent rules, and ultimately a system that
will see all fishery interests — commercial, First Nation, recreational and environmental —
come together at one table with DFO to manage the fishery cooperatively.

PICFI Components are:

¢ enhanced catch monitoring and reporting

the beginnings of a system to trace fish from ocean to plate;

a share-based approach to managing commercial salmon fisheriés in the region,
more collaborative fisheries management an

greater First Nations participation in commercial fisheries.

Licence Fees

No licence fee is payable with respect td a lic’e_ﬁce issued urider.the ACFLR.
Access fees are collected through a Conttibution Agréement.

Licence Application & Issue

Annual applications are not requjred to maintain‘communal commercial licence eligibilities.
Applications must be completed:and sibmitted when licence issue is required. The
authorized sighing authofity of the Aboriginal group must sign applications for communal
commercial licence issue.

Each communal commercial licence eligibility has a Maximum Vessel Length (MVL). The
MVL of the gligibility is either set prior to retirement based on fisheries management policy
or it is the Iéngth of the vessel the eligibility was retired from.

Category CA Schedule il dicences may be applied for in respect of the vessel last designated
to fish communal cormmercial halibut, prawn and shrimp by trap and crab areas I & J licence
eligibilities where management plans and licence conditions are not available for licence
issue.

Communal Commercial Salmon Licence Stacking

Communal commercial salmon licence eligibilities may be stacked annually with category
A, N or other F salmon licence eligibilities.

Salmon licence stacking deadlines have been waived for communal commercial licence
eligibilities as Contribution agreements may not be finalized.

Commercial Licensing Policy for the Pacific Region
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Geoduck and Horse Clam

Licence Category
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A geoduck, category G licence is required to commercially harvest Geoduck and Horse
Clams. Geoduck licence eligibilities are limited entry and vessel based.

Licence History

1976 - The commercial geoduck and horse clam dive fishery began in British Columbia

1977 - A review of the newly developed fishery was undertaken and as of July 1, 1977, the

harvesting of geoduck for commercial purposes was prohibited except under the terms of a

permit issued pursuant to section 6(6) of the British Columbia Fishery Regulations.

The number of vessels landing geoduck increased rapidly from 54'@3976 to 72 in 1979.

1979 - A moratorium on new permits was issued. Permits for 4931' were restricted to those

individuals who landed more than 30,000 pounds in 1978, 1979 up-to and including March,

1980.

1983 - The geoduck and horse clam limited entry ligence eligibility was,introduced. Licence

eligibilities were issued to vessels that produced doduments showing that the owner:

e was authorized in writing by Fisheries and E)é&eans Canada; to harvest geoduck and
horse clams by means of diving from a commercial fishing vessel and

e marketed a minimum of 13,500 kg of both speciésfin®any combination during the year
1978 or the period commencing January 1, 1979 andlending March 31, 1980 or

e Marketed a minimum of 13, 500 kg "ef arly tombination ofboth species during the
period commencing June 13, 1980 arid ending Déember 31,71980.

1989 - A pilot project was ghtdblished using an'iptividudl Vessel quota (IVQ) system that

included a three- year%reh rotatign,__The coasizs{'as divided into three areas, the North Coast,

West Coast Vancouyer Island and thie Gulf (Waters inside Vancouver Island). Since 1989,

geoduck licences specify the IVQ and the designated area where harvesting may occur. The

pilot program reduced thé 1989, §udta®of 160,000 ibs. to 72,000 Ibs. in 1998.
XXXX, stacking was intr%(mqed and up to three licences could be placed on a vessel.

2008 stacking increaded to fivé licenses (5) per vessel at any one time. Vessels may have
more ftf.mn one licence for the samearga. Supplemental harvest opportunities of
approxitdtely 20,000 Ib. af experimental geoduck enhancement sites in the Strait of
Georgia wete available for all category G-licensed vessels. A selection process and harvest
schedule was 8eveloped in donsultation with the UHA. There may also be pre-seed
supplemental harvest opportunities, under the DFO Policy for Access to Wild Aquatic
Resources, as it applie§ to Aquaculture (2004). The purpose of the pre-seeding harvest is to
“facilitate access to a new lease and reduce conflict in communities when there is
significant stock of high value on a lease area, and where a number of commercial fishers
may be displaced, as a condition to recommending its approval of a lease site, DFO or the
province may require that a specified species be harvested from the lease prior to its
occupation”. Supplemental harvest opportunities outlined would be provided through
amended conditions of licence.

Licence Application & Issue
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Geoduck licence applications must be completed and submitted with the required fees by
December 31% annually. Licence fees are $252 multiplied by the number of tonnes of
geoduck authorised to be taken under the licence; minus forty percent (40%) of that product
or $1000. whichever is less.
Any authorized representative may sign the application form.
Prior to annual licence issue vessel owners must:
e Resolve all outstanding vessel quota overages
e  Ensure any Ministerial conditions placed on the licence eligibility are met.
e  Ensure any conditions of the previous year’s licence are met, e.g. completion,
submission, and approval of any logbook fish slip or quota gverage requirements.

Roe Herring

Licence Categories

A roe herring seine, category HS or FHS or gillnet, category HG or FHG licence is required
to harvest roe herring.
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Roe herring licence eligibilities are limited entry, party-based and restricted to either seine
or gillnet gear. Harvest areas are selected annually by the licence holder.

Licence History

1972 — The roe herring fishery expanded significantly after stocks had partially collapsed in

1960s and attracted a large number of participants. The Japanese market became accessible

to Canadian suppliers.

1974 - Limited entry was introduced. Licence eligibilities were established On receipt of

application by individuals who owned substantial or all shares of agillnet or seine-geared

fishing vessel prior to January 15, 1974. The criteria for obtamlpg,a roe herring licence

were:

e Participation in the 1972 and 1973 roe herring ﬁshengs.?.ndjvlduals were eligible to
apply for one licence eligibility for each vessel ﬁsheddurmg those Yyears; and

e Consideration for issuance of one licence ehgll?ﬂlty not based on préyious landings, per
individual.

Those who qualified were required to be the otgher and operator. This was mtended to

reduce the number of licences issued annually as hcence e}nﬁbﬁhty holders left the fishery

and their eligibilities would be retired.

1977 — deadline for Aboriginal ownerstof roe herring ﬁsl%ng vessels, either gillnet or seine

equipped, to apply for a roe herring hc[énce "el{glblllty for th@t gear.

1979 - The owner operator requlrement was dropped due to enforcement difficulties and the

expected attrition did not occur and somé corporaté llli:ence e11g1b111t1es holders changed

through sale of the compady. ', E

1981 — Area hcensmg‘ mtroduced; north 1ns?dg and outs1de as survey conducted in 1983

revealed that over 80% of participafits supportéd this approach.

1990 - A nomination process wagtintroduced. To encourage individual participation in the

fishery, corporate licencé:holdihgé wefe festrieted to levels indicated in a 1988 survey.

1999- Theérestucﬁon on cor;;orate licence holdings was waived. To control harvest effort, a

pool fishéry system was introduced. A minimum eight seine licences or four gillnet licences

are required for a pool. Each licence is assigned a quota and shares equally in the pool. Each

pool hafvests mdependent& antil thé total quota allocation of the pool is attained. Fish

caught in Exéess of a pool total must be given to other pools in the area that have not

achieved thetr'allpcation. There is no carry-over of quota from one year to the next.

Licence Fees

Category H roe herring licence fees are available at full and reduced rates. Reduced fee
elections are only available to Aboriginal individuals with status.

Full fees are $200.00 for gillnet and $3980 for seine gear. Reduced fees are $100.00 for
gillnet and $1990.00 for seine gear.

Licence Application

As Roe herring licences are all issued prior to the fishery opening, licence applications must
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be completed and submitted with the required fees by an annual application deadline.
Separate applications must be submitted for each licence eligibility. Only the licence
eligibility holder of record may sign applications.

Prior to annual licence issue, licence eligibility holders must:

« Identify their area choice on applications. The area selected is considered a final
choice unless a written request to change areas is received by a specified date.
(usually January 15).

o Identify a party authorized to make area changes.

+  Submit roe herring gillnet applications in pools of a minimum of four licences
and roe herring seine applications in pools of a minifiiyfn of eight licence
eligibilities. There is no maximum number of li%ex'i;ce__s for either gillnet or seine
pools. Pl

« Designate a vessel for roe herring seine ligéces. A policy*introduced in 1998
allows only two licences per vessel. |

+  Submit a pool designation list for ¢ach pool. Designate a co—ordingtqr and
contact for each pool. The person may be the same.as the area change designate.

Licence Area Reselection

Area Selection updates are sent to indﬁstry tlnrbugh FisheryNotices posted on line and
are available by telephone on a regular basis following the application deadline date.
Anyone may check area seléction totals to ‘decjdg ‘whethér&r,not to request an area
change. Ifa licence area is oversubscribed; a’second selection opportunity may be
provided.

Licence Issue

Licerl‘cesiséue commenges after the area selection process and when all licences are
designated to an appropriate pool. Incomplete applications or pool designation lists may
result in delays in licence issue for all members of a pool.

One decal is issued for eachiroe herring seine licence. The decal must be fastened to the
starboard side of the whe%lhouse or hull prior to the opening of the fishery.

One punt and one nét decal are issued for each roe herring gillnet licence.

Herring seine licences are issued with transporting conditions.

Nominations and Redesignation of Roe herring seine licences are allowed

Spawn-On-Kelp

Licence Categories

A Spawn-on-Kelp, (SOK) category J or communal commercial category FJ licence is
required to commercially harvest Spawn-on-Kelp. SOK licence eligibilities are limited entry
and party-based. SOK licences are issued for herring pond operations. Each licence has a
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maximum weight of herring spawn on kelp that may be harvested. Up to three harvest
vessels are used to impound live herring in an enclosed pond.

Other operations use an open-pond principle where fish are left free to enter and exit the
pond during spawning. '

Licence eligibility holders are required to operate licences. When harvesting under authority
of an SOK licence held by an Aboriginal band, a band representative must be present on
site.

Licence History

1975 - Commercial production of spawn-on-kelp was initiated akthough experimental
harvests had occurred from 1972. In December of 1975, thF‘IBFb inyited applications for
Herring spawn on kelp permits on a trial basis and received 22 applications.

Selection of permit holders was based on experience in catching, holdihg., and handling live
herring. Special consideration was given to Aboriggiﬁal applicants and thos® living in remote
communities. 13 permits were issued for propgation and haryest within impduidments in
specific areas where adequate supplies of herring ‘apd kelp were available.

Permit holders could not hold be a processing comp?mgq §'roe herring licence holder or
participate in the roe herring fishery as either a vessel miaster or a crewmember.

1976 - Permits increased to twenty-one

1977 — Permits increased to twenty-four ax}d the ciudtalp%r licénce was increased to ten
tonnes.

1978 - Five permits were issued io é&boriginal'bands and the quota per licence was dropped
to eight tonnes.

1983 - The limited entry permits became category J licence eligibilities with a fee of $2,000
per licence and a reduced fee of $10:dygilable fof;Aboriginals or Aboriginal Bands. Fees
were inte to be consistent with those for & roe herring (H) seine licence.

Novembef 1989 *tHe Minister, of Fisheries and Oceans Canada announced the addition of
ten licence eligibilities to be issued to Aboriginal bands. Each new licence eligibility holder
was required to permanently retire br render inactive either six roe herring gillnet or one roe
herring seing licence eligibility by December 31, 1999. This measure was taken to ensure a
sustainable level of roe herring harvest and to provide stability in both the spawn-on-kelp
and roe herring fiShery sectors.

1993 - A 39th licence was issued in 1993 for one year only under an agreement with the
Heiltsuk Indian Band.

Due to the cost of acquiring licences to retire permanently, the Minister allowed the
Aboriginal groups to designate inactive licence eligibilities annually. The number of roe
herring licences designated as inactive plus the number that have been permanently retired
determines the size of the spawn-on-kelp quota assigned annually.

1995 - The AFS program offered these licence eligibility holders $75,000 to assist with
retirement and the number to be retired was reduced to five gillnet or one seine through a
reduction in the food and bait fishery.

1996 - A change in regulation in 1996 eliminated the reduced fee licence fee for this
category. Licence holders were required to pay the licence fee based on the amount of quota
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assigned to their licence in 1996 and 1997. The fee for the years 1996 and 1997 was
$1770.00 per ton of quota. The AFS program permanently reallocated one gillnet licence
from the allocation transfer program to each band and reduced the retirement requirement to
four gillnet or one seine. The Gladstone decision handed down by the Supreme Court of
Canada recognised the right of the Heiltsuk Tribal Council to sell spawn-on-kelp. Since
then, the management of the Heiltsuk SOK fishery is negotiated in line with the overall

management plan for the fishery.

1998 — Fees are $12, 850

1999 — Fees reduced to $11,800

2004 — in response to requests from the Spawn on Kelp Association' (SOKOA). The fee per
tonne was reduced. The landed value reduction was intended 1o more accurately represent
the actual value of SOK paid to the harvesters by the processefs.” Also licence fees were no
longer calculated based on overages and underages. This‘résulteddh consistent annual fees.

Licence Fees

2008 Licence fees are calculated based on the fo:llowmg formula:

$1,517.00 multiplied by 7.25 metric tonnes of herring SOK guthonzed to be taken under the
licence, minus $1,000.00. The new flat fee requested.

($1517.00 * 7.257478 mt) - $1000.00 =1$10009.59

There is no annual licence fee for cotimunal ‘commercial héEnces

Licence Application & Issue

SOK, category J licence applicatiofis must be submitted with the required fees by an annual
deadline date in orderto maintain the licence §h§1b111ty, whether fishing will take place or
not. Licence eligibility holders mustggnnap.phca‘nqns

The annud] reqhirement to désignate roe herring licences as inactive for communal
commercial SOK mustbe met by a deadline set annually. The deadline is necessary as the
numbezfof inactive roe hémring lictnées has an impact on quota allocations for both the roe
herring and cSBOK fisheries.

Prior to licence issue, the ficence eligibility holder must ensure that:

« Any Ministenial conditions placed on the licence eligibility are met.

« Any conditions of the previous years licence are met, e.g. completion,
submission and approval of the previous years landing and sales reports.

»  Proof of participation in a DFO approved SOK monitoring program is provided.

« A registered commercial fishing vessel is designated as the operating vessel. Up
to three operating vessels may be identified. If designated vessels are not eligible
for a vessel-based licence, i.e. A, C, G, K, L, R, S, T or W or designated with a
current category N or eligible category F licence, then the requirements for
Vessel Registration and Vessel Identification must be met. The fish hold
inspection requirement is waived for registration as a SOK harvest vessel only.
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« Multiple licenses may designate the same operating vessel and/ or vessels
however each licence may designate only three operating vessels annually.

Redesignations allowed.
There is no nomination process available for SOK licence eligibilities.
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Sablefish (Black Cod)

Licence Categories

A category K or communal commercial category FK licence is required to harvest sablefish.
Category K sablefish licence eligibilities are limited entry and vessel based. Category FK
eligibilities are party based; an Aboriginal group is the licence eligibility holder and the
eligibility must be designated annually to a commercially registered fishing vessel that
meets length restrictions.

Licence History

Prior to 1977, Canada had limited domestic and extensive foreign offshere sablefish
fisheries.

October 4, 1979 - Announcement of limited entry. foreign effort was phased out by 1980
and the fishery became limited entry for the 1981 fishing season.

1981 - Sablefish licence eligibilities were first issued whére:

1) The vessel owner produced regtords showing that "while fishing by means of longline
or trap gear in 1978 or up to October 5, 1979, the vessgl made a recorded
commercial catch of sablefish in,8ressedthead-off cohdition, equal to at least:

(a) 6800 kg(15,000 Ib.) m the case of a vessel 18.28 m (60 ft) or less in
overall Jength, or

(b) 22,680 kg (60,000 Ib.) in the case of a vessel more than 18.28 m (60 ft)
in overall length

OR
2) A category C licence was issued'in'respect of that vessel in 1980 and the owner

proc;ucied rec(?rds showing expenditures during the period January 1, 1978 to
October 5, 1979, for freezing equipment, and longline or trap gear, intended to be
sed to fish for sgblefish,amounting to at least:
(a) $20,000 in the case of a vessel 18.28 m (60 ft) or less in overall length,

or
(b) $100,000 in the case of a vessel greater than 18.28 m (60 ft) in overall

length
OR

3) Vessels more than 18.28 m (60 ft) in overall length fished in the Alaska halibut
fishery in 1978 or 1979 but were excluded by the 1979 halibut agreements and were
issued 1980 category A or category L licence tabs.

1990 - A two-year trial period using IVQ management commenced. Each licence eligibility
was assigned an IVQ that was a percentage of the TAC. The IVQ was based 30% on the
vessel's overall length and 70% on historical performance. The trial IVQ program was
extended as it led to an increase in product quality.

1993 - A co-operative management program was established between the Pacific Black Cod
Fishermen’s Association (PBFA) and DFO and temporary reallocation of quota was
introduced. Reallocation was restricted to complete quota shares between sablefish licensed
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vessels. Any sablefish offloaded against a specific quota share rendered that quota share
ineligible for reallocation. On December 31 of each year, all quota shares reallocated would
automatically revert back to the original vessel.

Quota bare defined as the initial 1993 quota for each licence eligibility determined by the
allocation formula (defined in the 1990 management plan) and shown as a percentage of the
sablefish TAC for the licensed fleet. Each quota block is broken into quota shares. In 1993,
there were 692 quota shares. Of these, 644 shares were equal to 0.15% of the sablefish
TAC. The remaining 48 shares were each less than 0.15% of the sablefish TAC and
represented the remainder of each licence’s quota block.

1999 - A nineteen month licence year was used to transition the sablefish licence year from
a calendar year to August 01- July 31 effective in 2000.

2003 —the provision of a service provider letter confirming participation in a system to
verify amount of sablefish caught and unloaded by the dicensed vessel prior to annual
licence issue was introduced.

2006 - A three year pilot plan intended to strengthen conservation throu§h a wide range of
measures, including improved by catch monitoging and reducing discards wias introduced in
the commercial groundfish fisheries. A comprehensive management plan for 41l groundfish
fisheries (i.e. schedule II species, groundfish trawl, rockfish-héok and line, halibut, and
sablefish) was created to replace individual plans prbducéd in previous years. This new
Integrated Fisheries Management Plang(IEMP) for Groundfish was released on April 26.
2007 - It is not mandatory for the vessgl owner to pay the association prior to licence issue;
the Sablefish Association is responsible for the collection of fées.

Licence Fees

Sablefish licence fees are $241 multiplied by f;he number of tonnes of sablefish authorized
to be taken under thé licence, minp§ 40% of thatpproduct if the product is less than $2500, or
minus $1000 if the product is $2500 ot more.

Licence Application and Issuance

Category K sablefish applications must be completed and submitted with the required fees
by July 31:0f each year. Applications must be signed by the vessel owner/licence eligibility
holder.
Prior to issuanée of a sablefish licence:
« Any Ministérial conditions placed on the licence eligibility must be met
« Vessel ownérs must provide confirmation that they have entered into an
agreement with a DFO approved service provider acknowledging they are
participants in a system that is acceptable to the DFO for verifying the poundage
of sablefish caught and offloaded.

The sablefish licence must be issued prior to the processing of an amendment request or a
request for Reallocation of Sablefish IVQ.

Unlimited temporary reallocation of sablefish IVQ is allowed. The minimum quantity that
may be reallocated is one (1) pound, and the maximum quantity that may be reallocated is
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the remaining non-fished quota assigned to that licence.

With licence documents vessel owners receive a request for Sablefish Licence Amendment
and a reminder that fishing may not commence until a licence amendment is requested and
received from the Groundfish Management Unit.
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Licence Categories

A halibut, category L or communal commercial category FL Licence is required to
commercially harvest halibut. Category L halibut eligibilities are limited entry and vessel
based. Category FL eligibilities are party based; an Aboriginal group is the licence eligibility
holder and the eligibility must be designated annually to a commercially registered fishing
vessel that meets length restrictions.

Licence History

1979 -Limited entry was introduced. To qualify, vessels tust have ‘recorded commercial
harvest of 1,360 kg (3,000 Ib) of halibut (dressed hefid“off weight) durfng 1977 or 1978. Ten
halibut licences were issued to Aboriginal indigidii_als who depended on flé]jbyt for a major
portion of their income but utilised leased veséé{s owned by prpcessing compénies. These
halibut licences were initially party based eligibilﬁie:s and MZer"e later converted to vessel-
based licence eligibilities. ny

There is an annual TAC set for the ﬁs}ne'ny by, the Internafional Pacific Halibut Commission
(IPHC) based on their annual assessmént and Sllgl ecommendation.

1980 — U.S. announced its intention to phdse Canagian halibut fishing out of its waters.
1991 - A two-year trial of IYnggan baseiﬂqn,a‘fﬁmbinéﬁb‘h of vessel catch history and
vessel length. Yo

1993 - Reallocation &nd stacking of halibut I\@.-was allowed on a trial basis. Each licence
eligibility received qubta in two egual shares. Edoh share was expressed as a percentage of
the TAC. Shares yaried Ba§e&ﬁ1pon the a?idbaﬁbn formula adopted in 1990. The success of
the halibyt 1V program hasiallowed for its continuation.

A maiufnum vessel leﬂgtlh (MVIu)‘ was established for each halibut licence eligibility.

1997 -'As,a result of a deéfision of the Federal Court Trial Division in late 1996, DFO
implemenfed a new IVQ fofmula. Changes to the IVQ formula in 1997 resulted in an
average benefit,of 9,145 pounds for 38 licence holders and a corresponding disadvantage of
an average of 880 pounds for the other 395 licence holders.

1998 - In late 1997, ‘thé Federal Court of Appeal overturned the 1996 decision and in 1998,
the Minister decided to return to the original formula used from 1991 to 1996. The Minister
adjusted all IVQ’s to compensate those who lost quota in 1997. Adjustments were made in
three equal amounts over three years, i.e. 1999, 2000, and 2001.

A maximum of two quota share reallocations between halibut licence eligibilities was
permitted, vessels were limited to fishing four shares in a season and it became possible for
a licence eligibility to have nil shares attached. All quota share reallocations had to be
approved by DFO. Once a share had landings validated against it, the remainder of that
quota could not be reallocated.
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1999 - Quota reallocation was negotiated on the basis of poundage. Vessel owners may
permanently reallocate all quotas except for .01149% of the TAC or temporarily reallocate
as little as 1 Ib. of quota. A licence eligibility may not hold more than 1% of the TAC except
that vessels that fished more than 1% of the TAC in any year from 1993 to 1998 may hold
quota up to their individual maximum?

The MVL was increased to the length of the vessel that held the halibut licence eligibility

as at January 01, 1993 plus 25 feet or 7.62 meters.

2000 - Discussions between the hook and line, halibut and trawl sectors were initiated to
modify the existing allocation arrangements to individual TAC and non-TAC rockfish
species. Consensus was reached between sectors. ;

2001 - The allocation arrangement was implementedfubject to futurg conservation
requirements. DFO allocated 10% of the commereial halibut quota (excliding quota
allocated to category FL licences) to the Pacifie Halibut Management Assogigtion
(PHMA). To facilitate this allocation, a 2001 haliput licence:with quota was igsued to the
PHMA. The association in turn made arrangements with vessels within the commercial
halibut fleet to harvest the allocation, A new fee strufufe was introduced that removed
the portion of the fee collected to offset monitoring andsnanagement costs.

2002 — Halibut vessel replacement rule's,'?veré b!lfaﬁged with the concurrence of the PHMA.

2006 - Halibut licenses wege yalid from Marchd5, 2006 to.April 01, 2006. Licenses were
amended when the 2006/2007 IfFMP validsffom April 01, 2006 became available. The
service provider letter réquirement, was waiv'gd.

2007 - one hundred pgrcent of the TAC was dllocated to the halibut licence eligibilities
based on the percentage of the TAC$he vesse]lpermanently held as of February 1%, 2007.
There was np'allpcation totthe PHMA. F ish harvesters who indicated on their application
that they did not intend to harvest halibut; the service provider letter requirement was
waived: The licence iss&lgd had ohly Schedule II and transporting conditions attached.

2008 - No:allocation to the PHMA. The requirement for a service provider letter was
eliminated in 2008 as fish harvesters cannot hail out until they have contacted a service
provider. '

Licence Application & Issuance

Category L halibut applications must be completed and submitted with required fees by
December 31 of each year. Any authorized representative may sign the application form.

Fees are based on the formula $310 multiplied by the number of tonnes of halibut allocated,
less 40% up to a maximum reduction of $1000.

Prior to annual licence issue, the vessel owner(s)/licence eligibility holders are required
to:
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e Indicate on the application if they do not intend to harvest under the authority of the
halibut licence.

e Provide names of all individuals authorized to request licence amendments, licence
status reports and/or reallocation history detail reports.

e Meet any Ministerial conditions placed on the licence eligibility, e.g. completion,
submission and approval of any logbook, fish slip or quota overage requirements.

Included with licence documents is a Request for Category L /FL Licence Amendment and
a reminder that fishing may not commence until a licence amendment is received from the
Groundfish Management Unit.

Crab

Licence Categories

A crab, category R or communal commercial category FR licence is required to
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commercially harvest crab. Category R crab licence eligibilities are limited entry and vessel
based. Category FR eligibilities are party based; an Aboriginal group is the licence
eligibility holder and the eligibility must be designated annually to a commercially
registered fishing vessel that meets length restrictions.

Licence History

1990 - A vessel based licence eligibility was established. Prior to 1990, crab was a Schedule
II species fished under authority of vessel based licences i.e. Salmon, Schedule II, Geoduck,
Sablefish, Halibut, Shrimp and Groundfish Trawl.
1991 - Limited entry was introduced. The criteria to establish crab licence eligibility was:

e 6,804 kg (15,000 Ibs.) cumulative recorded landings which continued over the three

year period 1987 to 1989 inclusive; and,

e Applicants must have held a 1990 crab licence;
Annual area selection among five areas applied.
1997 - A three-year pilot area selection program was implemented. Five areas became seven
as Areas C and D were split into two sub areas, for Area C; G (north) and H z§outh) and for
AreaD,Iand J.
Areas I and J were given annual area flesignation for the pilot program and were limited to a
maximum of 300 traps.
1999- A pilot trap tag program was implemented in Area B.&[rap tags were required on all
traps and a maximum of 400 traps/vessel,was allowéd: To facilitate the move towards trap
limitation in all areas, the 199 lgcence wa.'§zextendea tb-April 30, 2000.
2000 — Three year area;selectiongJanuary 04 ,JQbOO to Decemiber 31 , 2002. Areas G and H
were recombined intp Area C for this three-year period. Trap limits became a condition of
the crab licence in all areas on May 01, 2000. Trap limits are: Area A - from six to 12
hundred, based on vessel length; AreaB - maximum 400; Areas E and G - maximum 500;
Area H — maximum 436 and'Ateas I and J - maxXimum 300.
2002 — Three year area selection, January 1, 2003 to December 31, 2005.
2004 -12 vessels were ihyolved in a pilot electronic monitoring pilot.
2005 — Three year area se‘laection, January 1, 2006 to December 31, 2008.
2007 — Licence amendment no longer required for octopus retention. All fish harvesters are
required to accurately reportsoctopus catch in logbooks.
2008 — One year area selection, January 01, 2009 to December 31, 2009.
As a result of management actions for Area E, vessel owners were required to select one of
three areas: Sooke - Areas 20, 21, 22, 25, 26, 121, 125 and 126, Tofino — Areas 21, 22, 23,
24, 25,26, 121, 123, 124, 125 and 126 or Quatsino — Areas 21, 22, 25, 26, 27, 121, 125,
126 and 127.

Licence Application & Issuance

Category R crab applications must be completed and submitted with the required fee by
December 31 of each year. Licence fees are $590. Any authorized representative may sign
the application form.

Prior to annual licence issue, applicants must:
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e Ensure any Ministerial conditions placed on the licence eligibility are met.

¢ Ensure any conditions of the previous year’s licence are met, €.g. completion,
submission, and approval of any logbook fish slip or quota overage requirements.

e Provide proof of participation in a DFO approved trap limit compliance program. This
indicates arrangements have been made for a third party to receive hails of fishing
activity, issue trap tag replacements, and to provide on-grounds inspection of gear. If
proof is not provided and the vessel owner does not intend to harvest crab, the licence is
not issued but not released.
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Shrimp by Trawl — Category S

Licence Category

A shrimp by trawl, category S or communal commercial category FS licence is required to
commercially harvest shrimp by trawl gear. Category S licence eligibilities are limited entry
and vessel based. Category FS eligibilities are party based; an Aboriginal group is the
licence eligibility holder and the eligibility must be designated annually to a commercially
registered fishing vessel that meets length restrictions. No areg of quota restrictions apply.

Licence History

1977 - Limited entry was introduced to the shrimp by trawl fishery with 237 ljcence
eligibilities established. Limitation was initiated 1g response«to<a rapid expansion of fishing
and processing capacity directed at offshore shrimp stocks in 1975 and 1976. Increased
effort was not sustained beyond a few gears as the stock declined and could not support a
large offshore fleet. The reasons for thg dec'riilge are not khbwq, but did not appear linked to
fishing pressure on the stocks. Since thatgime, the main area of fishing activity has been the
Strait of Georgia. Small-scale fishing effSrts takes place pn.the north coast, in Barkley
Sound, as well as a few other inle{s on the ﬁ’qy Coast of Vancouver Island.

1989 to 1994, active vessels in the shrimp fleet remained relatively constant; i.e. 165.

1995 and 1996 -Dramatic increases in landings in were attributed to changes in the
groundfish and salmon‘managément strategies, the high price offered for shrimp in those
two years,fas well as abundant stocks available to the shrimp by trawl fishery.

1996 -222 vessels Wité) reported:landings out of 249 licensed vessels, 232 having more
than"ene vessel based licence eligibility. Vessel owners were able to separate vessel based
licence Bligibilities under the Voluntary Salmon Licence Retirement program and by 1997,
248 vessels'were eligible to fish shrimp by trawl and 67 of these were single licence
eligibilities.

1998-2002- fees based on:vessel length

2003 - Fee was amended to exclude the collection of incremental management costs.

Licence Application and Issuance

Category S shrimp by trawl applications must be completed and submitted with the required
fee by March 31% of each year. The vessel owner/licence eligibility holder or any authorized
representative may sign the application form. Licence fees are $100.00.

Prior to annual licence issue, vessel owners must:
¢ Ensure any Ministerial conditions placed on the licence eligibility are met.
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¢ Ensure any conditions of the previous year’s licence are met, e.g. completion,
submission, and approval of any logbook fish slip or quota overage requirements.

e For Non-Retention of Shrimp option, a service provider letter is not required. For
Retention of Shrimp option: service provider letter required indicating that
arrangements have been made to meet the notifications, catch verification and catch

sampling (at-sea observers).
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Groundfish Trawl — Category T

Licence Category

A groundfish trawl, category T is required to commercially harvest groundfish trawl species.
Groundfish trawl licence eligibilities are limited entry and vessel based.

Licence History

May 2, 1975 - Announcement of limited entry was made. A nuq}ber of events preceded
limitation, the trawl fleet doubled in capacity between 1972:and 4974 partly as a result of
government ship building subsidies. The number of vess€ls increased from 44 to 66 and 9 of
these exceeded 80 feet in length. Groundfish markets ¢ollapsed in 1974, which precipitated
a series of subsidies, deficiency payments to veslsel owners and conditional grants to
processors. To ensure that those vessels which were most affected by the market collapse
received financial assistance, the federal government annousiced that deficiency payments
would apply only to trawlers which had recorded 1973-or 1974 groundfish landings.

1977 - Limited entry was introduced. 237 licence eligibilities were established. Eligibilities
were established where a vessel or the Regplaéement vessel, had a recorded commercial
catch of groundfish by trawl gear in 1973; 1974 or uprto April 30, 1975. Eligibilities were
also granted in appeal cases:where landing criteria Were not met but major expenditures
directly associated with groundfish¥trawling had been incurred.

1979 -Quota and management meagures to control the harvest of West Coast groundfish
stocks were implemented. These inc}udeg the esgablishment of TACs, species/area/time
closures and vessel trip limits.

1997 - IgFO co%sgltgd with the Groundfish Trawl Advisory Committee (GTAC) to develop
annual Integrated Fishery management plans and plan and implement an IVQ system. The
resulting IVQ fishery has quotas that may be fully reallocated set out for 29 different species
in 56 different managementareas. No area or quota restrictions apply, however trip limits
may apply to:certain species covered under this licence.

1998 - A maximum vessel length (MVL) was established for individual groundfish trawl
licence eligibilities. The MVL was the overall length of the vessel that held the licence
eligibility as at December 01, 1998 plus 20%.

2006 - A three year pilot integrated management plan was introduced. The objective of
the pilot plan was to improve stock management through by catch monitoring, reduced
discarding, and requiring harvesters to be accountable for all catch. This was supported by
new monitoring standards (100 per cent at-sea and dockside monitoring), individual
vessel quotas (IVQs) in lingcod, dogfish and individual quotas (IQs) in rockfish fisheries
in addition to the rest of the groundfish fisheries managed under IVQs, and a temporary
quota reallocation process, to address by catch, that is available between the various
commercial groundfish sectors.
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2008 — at the request of GTAC, MVL’s were amended to the overall length of the vessel
that held the licence eligibility as at December 01, 1998 plus 50% and vessel replacement
policies were changed to allow the separation of groundfish licence eligibilities from other
vessel based eligibilities with provisos for Schedule II.

Licence Fees

Licence fees are based on the combination of a base licence fee of $500.00 and the IVQ
holdings of the licence eligibility on April 01, 2003, measured in pounds as indicated below:

$500 plus |

All rockfish species $15.00 per tonne ‘s '$.0068 per Ib.
All sole species $16.00 per tonne $.00‘72§. per Ib.
Lingcod $16.00 per tonne .*  $.0073 perlb.
Pollock $7.50 pertonne g’ ; $.0034 per 1b,"' .
Hake $4.00 per tonne* b 1$.0018 per Ib.

Licence Application and Issuance

Groundfish by trawl applications mustqu completed and submitted with the required fee to
by March 31* of each year in order to m‘aix}tain th%vélig_ibility vghether fishing will take place
or not. Only the vessel ownef may sign the pplitation forin.
Prior to annual licengeﬁs§ue, vessel owners d__m%t:
e Ensure any Ministerial coﬁ&itions pladed on the licence eligibility are met.
e Ensure any dorfditions ofith® previous yeat’s licence are met, e.g. completion,
subrnission, and %pmﬁ;af of any' logbeak fish slip or quota overage requirements.
» Choose one of two fishing options for the fishing season. Owner(s) choosing option
B are permittéd ‘to make Sncglange once each year to option A. Owner(s) choosing
Option A may no‘tgd_lgangé ‘théir selection for the remainder of the fishing year.
. Hdit@te parties desi%ated to request licence amendments, a crew count and home
port in\formation on the application.

With licence issue, a 'rec:]u%st for a Groundfish Trawl Licence Amendment is provided and a
reminder that the ameridment must be received from the Groundfish Management Unit
(GMU) prior to fishing. All matters related to the management of the groundfish fishery or
quota reallocations and caps, are handled by the GMU.

Prawn and Shrimp by Trap Licence — Category W

Licence Category
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A Prawn and shrimp by trap, category W or communal commercial category FW licence is
required to commercially harvest prawn and shrimp by trap gear. Category W licence
eligibilities are limited entry and vessel based. Category FW eligibilities are party based; an
Aboriginal group is the licence eligibility holder and the eligibility must be designated
annually to a commercially registered fishing vessel that meets length restrictions.

Licence History

Prior to 1990, fishing was authorized by a party based (category ZH) licence eligibility
designated to a vessel annually.

1990 - Licence limitation was introduced into the prawn and shrimp by trap fishery. Licence
eligibilities were issued to individuals who landed a minipryrh of 1000 Ibs. of shrimp or
prawns by trap in any two of the 1986, 1987, or 1988 fishing seasons. Prior to appeals, 128
applicants were eligible, a total of 276 licence eligiblities were estabﬁsl%ec} after appeals
were heard. A maximum vessel length (MVL) was established for each licehge eligibility
based on the surveyed length of the last vessel ligénsed to fish' prawn and shnmb by trap
prior to January 01, 1990.

1993 - Licence eligibilities were converted to category: W vessel based licence eligibilities.
Vessels were required to be within the"MVL restriction and had to be eligible for vessel
based licence eligibility. Where the vessel held g, 8chedule IT gligibility, that eligibility was
relinquished.

1995 and 1996 - Trap limits were adopted as,a pilot program with a limit of 300 traps per
licence eligibility. Trap limitations were considered as a means of control over the annual
increase in gear thatrese to more than 80,000%aps in 1994. Vessel owners have an annual
option of combiningtwq trap a}logagiogxs on a siﬁg{e vessel. When combined, traps are
limited to 500, .To offset-associated incrémental monitoring and enforcement costs, vessel
owners pgy;mahagement fees. Trap limits were extended indefinitely as a management
practa.cé for this fishefy.No area'or quota restrictions apply.

2004' - Amended conditipng of llcence made available to participate in the Prince Rupert
Harbouf .hympback shrimp fishery anticipated to open September 1 annually. An
amendment: reauest is reciulred to participate and this fishery will continue based on
continued biolagical samplifig and monitoring. Confirmation of having obtained additional
service bureau services for additional observer sampling is also required.

Conditions to participate in the Sooke Harbour coonstripe shrimp fishery are included in the
general conditions of licence. The Sooke Harbour coonstripe fishery is slated to open
November 1 annually. Amendment requests are not required.

2006- Special Conditions of Licence no longer required for octopus retention. An offshore
fishing option introduced. and discontinued in 2007.

Due to vessel stability and ship safety concerns, the maximum allowable wetted trap
weight is 7 kg. (15.4 lbs). Fishers who have trap inventory still in use exceeding this
limit are required to register the number of “heavy traps” with DFO by contacting the
Management Biologist, and are only permitted to use these traps until the 2012 fishing
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season.
2007- Prawn season was 59 days long with an estimated catch in excess of 2,500 tonnes.
The length of the season was short in comparison to prior years but landed catch was
consistent; e.g. 2,425 in 2006, 2,100 tonnes in 2005, 2,000 tonnes in 2004, 2,400 tonnes in
2003, 1,900 tonnes in 2002. The landed price drop significantly by $3 to $5 per kilogram,
depending on product grade, and competition from Argentineans and Russians continued to
depress the medium grade prices. As a result more medium and tailed prawns were probably
sold directly to the public... The past 10 years has seen more than 90% of commercial
landings frozen at sea or on shore as l1kg frozen product boxes and exported to the Japanese
market.

With reduced prices, uncertainty in the foreign markets and: dffshore competition, the
Prawn Industry conducted a survey on the viability of area licénsing, staggered openings,
in season closures and other measures in an attempt toextend th: fishing season in order
to explore the local market for both frozen and fregh product. DFO,then conducted an all
licence eligibility holder vote. The changes prof obed did not receive sufficient support
from licence eligibility holders and no changes were adopted.

Offshore fishing option introduced in 2006 discontinued.

Licence Application and Issuance

Category W, prawn and shrimp by trap applichtibns must be=completed and submitted with
the required fee by December 31 of each year. Only the vessel owner/licence eligibility
holder may sign the applicatioh form. Licerice foes'are $320.00.

Prior to annual licence issue, vessel owners must:

e Provide a Iéliter from an approved service company that indicates arrangements have
been made for grap tags; fse;gortjnig Yessel"ﬁshing locations (hails) to the DFO;
inspection of the'vessel ‘during the seaSon and the sampling of spawner index
;nfgpn;aﬁoﬁpn the fishing grounds. The letter must indicate whether 300 or 500
traps are beingcuﬁlisecf. Zero trap applications do not have to provide a letter.

e ' Ensure any Ministerial conditions placed on the licence eligibility are met.

o Ehsure any conditioss of the previous year’s licence are met, e.g. completion,
subniission, and approval of any logbook fish slip or quota overage requirements.

Trap Reallocation

All vessels are allocated 300 traps at the beginning of the season. Temporary trap
reallocation is permitted on an annual basis, where both licence eligibilities are eligible for
300 traps at the time of application. Traps may be reallocated to but not from
owner/operator restricted licence eligibilities.

Trap reallocation may only occur at initial licence application for both vessels. Trap
allocations revert to original licence eligibilities at the end of the season. When traps are
reallocated, the receiving vessel may fish maximum 500 traps.
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Export — Category Y

Licence History

An Export, category Y licence is required in order to take unprocessed fish directly from the
fishing grounds to the U.S. The export licence is an unlimited entry; vessel based licence
issued only to vessels that hold a transporting licence.

The export licence was created in 1990 in response to an agre%m%ia't" between Canada and
the United States that provided for the direct export of unprecessed roe herring and salmon.
Canada amended its Pacific Herring Fishery Regulations} Pacifit Commercial Salmon
Fishery Regulations and Domestic Landing Regulations to allow at 53 gxport of these
species from Canadian fishing grounds to the Unitéd KStates for process'iné. Ihis represented
an easing of the 1989 landing requirement that 4ll'salmon and roe herring catght in Canada
must be landed in Canada. e bt

Licence Application and Issuance

Only the vessel owner may sign the ap?;li‘_catio?l foxén There'is no fee for an export licence.
Prior to annual licence issue, vessel owrers must be'able to:

o Identifya Ca_natﬁahfowned and qulsteréd that h@k a transporting (category D)
licence for the current ;year; that is'capable of providing sampling sites and
accommsdation to FishBries and Odeans Canada contractors and/or staff on
board the Vessel. Samplers/observers"must be on board the vessel at all times
during loading pﬁ.product Eor'-di'fect export and that is able to meet inspection
requiremients.

Harvest®vessels are nof eligible for a category Y licence and may not export salmon or roe
herring directly to the United States.

Vessel RepIac¢ment

As this is an unlifn‘ite_d éﬁﬁy licence category, vessel replacements are not applicable.
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Chapter 6 — Z Licence Categories

Category Z licences — Limited Entry— Fishing with a Vessel

Green Sea Urchin — Category ZA

Licence Category

A green sea urchin, category ZA or communal commercial céiego_i'y‘_ FZA licence is required
to commercially harvest green sea urchins by dive. This i3 a limited entry fishery and both
licence categories are party based. b

Licence History

1991- Limited entry introduced in the green sea urchin fishery. Licence eligibilities were
issued to individuals who met a cumulative landing requlrement 09,072 kg (20,000 Ibs.)
over the two-year period 1988 and 1989.

1995 - A two-year pilot program to nnproye management andI Stock assessment saw:
individual quota IQ’s as an eq allocation*of catcﬁ amon'g hcence eligibility holders, north
and south area llcens1pg @and alimit of three;licences designated per vessel. MVL
restrictions were vya;ved while the IQ pilot was in effect. The IQ continues. A licence
nomination process

Licence year changed to:June 1%%0 May 31 '

2003 - Licence yearchanged'to November 1 t October 31.

2007 -~ At industry request to meet market demands, fishery began September 15.

Biological sampling of 26 urchins from each offload in place.

MVL waived, licences may, be des‘xgnated to a vessel of any length permitted to harvest
Schedule L 'species. DFO wreserves the right to reinstate MVL restrictions at the lengths
established for gach licence eligibility.

2008 - At mdustry;requ?sg, ficence year changed to September 1 to August 31.

Biological samplingprogram suspended; to be re-evaluated in consultation with the
WCGUA prior to the next IFMP being developed.

Licence Application and Issuance

Green sea urchin applications must be completed and submitted with the required fee by the
end of the licence year in order to maintain the eligibility whether fishing will take place or
not. Only the licence eligibility holder may sign the application form. Licence fees are $430.
Prior to annual licence issue, licence eligibility holders must:

o Ensure any Ministerial conditions placed on the licence eligibility are met.
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¢ Ensure any conditions of the previous year’s licence are met, €.g. completion,
submission, and approval of any logbook fish slip or quota overage requirements.

e Designate a registered commercial fishing vessel that is eligible for a vessel-based
licence (A, C, G, K, L, R, S, T or W) or one that has been designated to fish a
category N or eligible communal commercial (FA, FC, FCA, FK, FL, FR, FS or
FW) licence for the current year.

e ZA licences may be designated to a vessel of any length permitted to harvest
Schedule II species. A maximum of five green sea urchin licences may be
designated to a vessel.
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Red Sea Urchin — Category ZC

Licence Category

A red sea urchin, category ZC or communal commercial category FZC licence is required to
commercially harvest red sea urchins by dive. This is a limited entry fishery and both
licence categories are party based.

Licence History

1970°s - red sea urchin fishery began and grew rapidly-since 1982.

1991- Limited entry was introduced. Licence eligibilities were issued to,individuals who
met a cumulative landing requirement of 34.020 kgs (75,000 Ibs) over the three year period
1987, 1988 or 1989 OR 20 days recorded harvest in any of the three years ORs2,268 kgs.
(5,000 Ibs.) landed in any of the three years in the North Coast areas 1 to 10. Licence
limitation resulted in the establishment of 110 licence e]igibilities.

1995 - a two-year pilot program includet: IQ%s; ie. an equal allocation of TAC among
licence eligibility holders, north and south area licensing, a licence nomination process and
a limit of three licences designated per vessel. MVL restrictions were waived while the 1Q

pilot was in effect. The IQ continues.

The number of licences gssignepi’fo gither the nofth or south coast area is based on biomass
estimates for tpe_ area. Orice a coast-wideTAGC is established, commercial area TACs are
fine-tunedto ensure’equal individual quotas coast-wide.

1997-'Ah 18-month licence year starting in July and ending in June of the next year was
implemented.
2008 -Areasselection resulted in 42 licence eligibility holders chose South and 68 chose
Area North.
- A limit of five licences «_fe‘signated per vessel allowed.
2008 -

Licence Application and Issuance

Red sea urchin applications must be completed and submitted with the required fee to a
PFLU by XXXX each year. The Licence fees are $530. Only the licence eligibility holder
may sign the application form.
Prior to annual licence issue, licence eligibility holders must:

e Ensure any Ministerial conditions placed on the licence eligibility are met.

e Ensure any conditions of the previous year’s licence are met, e.g. completion,
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submission, and approval of any logbook fish slip or quota overage requirements.

e Designate a registered commercial fishing vessel that is eligible for one of the
following licences: Salmon, schedule II, geoduck, sablefish, halibut, crab, shrimp
trawl, groundfish trawl or prawn licence for the current year.

e A maximum of five red sea urchin licences may be designated to a vessel.

Vessel redesignation and nominations allowed
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Sea Cucumber — Category ZD

Licence Category

A sea cucumber, category ZD licence is required to commercially harvest sea cucumbers by
dive. This is a limited entry and party based licence eligibility.

Licence History

1980 -The sea cucumber fishery began as an experimental fishery.

1985- The fishery was licensed as category ZD.

1991 - Limited entry was introduced in the sea cucumber fishery. Licence eligibilities were
issued to individuals who met a cumulative landihg requirement of 22,680kg (50,000 lbs.)
over the three year period 1987 to 1989, or; 20 dayshregordqd harvest in any year from 1987,
1988 or 1989. Licence limitation respiged in the estab‘lis}lment of 85 licence eligibilities.
1993 - Quotas were assigned to five géographic areas: West,Coast Vancouver Island, East
Coast Vancouver Island, Central Coasf, Princ Rugert District,’and the Queen Charlotte
Islands.

1995 - A two-year pilot Fgegram_ mcluded: ¥Q’s;f.¢. an equal allocation of catch among
licence eligibility holders, a licence nomination process and a limit of three licences
designated per vessel.. The IQ contjnues.

1998 - Quotas were assigned to four geograé)hic areas: WCVI, ECV], Central Coast, and
North Coast.:Ljcence holders select one licenge area in which to fish annually. The number
of licences assigned queachElicée%ce area equals the TAC of the licence area divided by the
IQ. Fér over-subscribed g’ueas, a process of voluntary area selection and a lottery draw is
used to determine final licence area sélection.

2002- A lImit of five licences designated per vessel allowed. MVL restrictions were waived
while the IQ pﬂot was in effect.

2007 - The coast-wide commercial TAC less 2% for planning and Aboriginal Food, Social,
Ceremonial purposes, is divided equally among all 85 licence holders. IQ will equal 1/85th
of the TAC or 6.6 tonnes (14,615 1b.) split weight for 2007/08.

Licence Application and Issuance

Sea cucumber applications must be completed and submitted with the required fee by
September 30 each year. Licence fees are $100.00. Only the licence eligibility holder may
sign the application form.
Prior to annual licence issue, licence eligibility holders must:

¢ Ensure any Ministerial conditions placed on the licence eligibility are met.
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e Ensure any conditions of the previous year’s licence are met, e.g. completion,
submission, and approval of any logbook fish slip or quota overage requirements.

e Designate a registered commercial fishing vessel that is eligible for a vessel-based
licence (A, C, G, K, L, R, S, T or W) or one that has been designated to fish a
category N or eligible category F licence for the current year. The MVL restrictions
have been waived while the IQ program is in effect.

¢ A maximum of five sea cucumber licences may be designated to a vessel.

Redesignation allowed
Nomination process in place
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Euphausiid — Category ZF

Licence Category

A euphausiid, category ZF or communal commercial category FZF licence is required to
commercially harvest euphausiid (aka krill) by trawl. This is a limited entry and party based
licence eligibility.

Licence History

1970 - The euphausiid fishery began as an experimentgl fishery in the Strait of Georgia

1983 - The fishery was licensed as category ZF.

1993 - Limited entry was introduced. Licence gligibilities were issued to individuals with
landings of at least 20,000 Ibs. during the 1988, 1989, or 1990 seasons. Licence limitation
resulted in the establishment of 19 licence eligi%illjties. A"MVL was established for each
licence eligibility based on the surveyed overall length: of the vessel designated in 1991.
Some licence eligibilities have unigiie. conditions, SuCh as owner, specific vessel, and
specific time period.

?7?77No changes since then?

2003 — Requirement for copﬁnpation of participation ina monitoring program instituted.

Licence Application and Issuance

Euphausiid applications ‘must be.completed aréd Submitted with the required fee by
December,3}] each year. Licence fees are $10Q.00. Only the licence eligibility holder may
sign the application form.
Prior ;fto%mnual licence issue, licence eligibility holders must:
* Epsure any Ministergal conditions placed on the licence eligibility are met.
o Ensure any conditions of the previous year’s licence are met, e.g. completion,
submission, and approval of any logbook fish slip or quota overage requirements.
» Designate a registgred commercial fishing vessel that is eligible for a vessel-based
licence (A, C, G, K, L, R, S, T or W) or one that has been designated to fish a
category N or eligible category F licence for the current year. The designated vessel
may not exceed the MVL of the licence eligibility. A maximum of one euphausiid
licence may be designated to a vessel.
¢ Provide confirmation that service provider arrangements in place.

Vessel redesignation allowed. Nomination process in place.
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Rockfish — Category ZN

Licence Category

A rockfish, category ZN or communal commercial category FZN licence is required to
commercially harvest rockfish species by hook and line. They are limited entry and party
based licence eligibilities.

Licence History

1992 - Limited entry introduced for the inside areas of the Straif of Georgia

1993 — Limited entry introduced for the remainder of the‘t:o’ast Licente e11g1b111t1es were

established for individuals who: ot ’

e Met a cumulative coast wide catch requiremefit bf 15,000 lbs. of recorded commercial
landings of rockfish verified by sales shps«ﬁ] éle years 1987 to 1990 mclﬁs@e

o had a rockfish licence and landings in two of te;four,yehrs 1987 to 1990

e Specified an area choice; i.e. inside areas of the “Stﬁlf“o‘f Georgia or the remainder of the
coast.

Licence limitation resulted in the establishméxt of 74 inside icence eligibilities and 183

eligibilities for the remainder of the coast: Lk

MVL established for licenicé eligibilities baged on the sufvéyed OAL of the last vessel

fished in 1991- Nomination process introduc

1999 - Vessels allotyed to be des1gnated for b5th inside and outside rockfish licences with

the proviso that they*would be is§uéd enly one amendment per fishing period. Rockfish

protection aregs implemented

2001 — Four anmual harvestopitions introduced for outside rockfish licence eligibility

holderdiohly. Option'B'must dedignate a halibut licensed vessel & the rockfish quota is

reallotdted to the halibut'licence.

2002 - Liceénce eligibility hdlders given the option to elect not to fish, annual licence fees

waived.

Stacking of Insuie’Rockﬁsh' Ecences introduced to increase efficiencies for the fishery
within the parameters ¢f the conservation concern for inshore rockfish stocks.

2006 - Since 2006, as phrt of a three year pilot program, the rockfish fishery has been
managed through individual quotas with unlimited annual reallocations between licences.
Any vessels participating in this fishery are required to acquire quota to account for all non-
directed catch of halibut and dogfish. Subject to species and area closures, vessels will be
permitted to retain and land non-directed catch. Refer to both the Groundfish Integrated
Fisheries Management Plan and Appendix 1: Hook and Line/Trap Mortality Rates, Size
Limits, At-Sea Monitoring, and Dockside Monitoring, in addition to the commercial harvest
plan for their fishery.

2007- Vessels may be designated with 5 inside rockfish

2008 -Vessels may be designated with up to 8 inside rockfish licences.
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2009 — Licence year changed to end February 20.

Licensing Application and Issuance

All Category ZN rockfish applications must be completed and submitted with the required
fee by March 31 each year. Licence fees are $100.00. Only the licence eligibility holder may
sign the application form

Prior to annual licence issue, licence eligibility holders must:

¢ Provide confirmation of participation in a dockside monitoring program (DMP).

o Ensure any Ministerial conditions placed on the licence eligibility are met.

¢ Ensure any conditions of the previous year’s licence al%@qt, e.g. completion,
submission, and approval of any logbook fish slip ér quotd ©Vgrage requirements.

e Designate a registered commercial fishing vessel that is ehglb‘le Ifor a vessel-based
licence (A, C, G,K,L,R, S, T or W) or oxnle &hat has been demgnated to fisha
category N or eligible communal commqmal (FA, FG,FCA, FK, FL; FR, FS or
FW) licence for the current year. MVL s arg walqu '

e Indicate the date the monthly fishing period “511! tai(e effect

¢ Indicate parties who are autho_&mzedi to request amépdments.

Licence Designation and Redesignétion -

Vessels may: : B '
e be designated é)r only on€ gutside rockfish licence in a year
e be designated with an outsile and more glan one inside eligibility in a year
e be designated with up te} fhsiderrockfish'licences in a year

Designation arrangements must be completed prior to issuance of a licence amendment.
Redeslgnatlon‘7 :

e Ensyre all requirements for licence application detailed above are met with regard to
the replacement vessel.

e Return the currentfyéar commercial fishing licence and validation tabs with the
redesignatiofi appflcatlon

Nomination process in place.

Pacific Sardine - Category ZS
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Licence Category:

A communal commercial Pacific sardine licence, category ZSF, or a commercial
Pacific sardine, category ZS licence is required to commercially harvest Pacific sardine.
Pacific sardine licences are party based licences. Inquiries for experimental/exploratory
licences to explore alternative gear types may be considered by the Pelagics Resource
Manager.

Licence History:

1996-2001 — Limited experimental harvest of Pacific sardines-by a small number of
participants.

2002 — Pacific sardine delisted from Committee on the'St}atus of Ehdangered Wildlife in
Canada as a species of special concern and the Pacifit sardine fishefy moved from an
exploratory/experimental phase to a commercial fifh ry. With some uncertainty about
potential growth opportunities and the best management approach, since then, DFO has
continued an incremental approach to development of this éis'hery and continies to follow
the principles of the New and Emerging Fisheri€s. gelipyg

Since 2003, up to 50 participants hayé,been permitte& iéthe fishery; 25 each commercial
and communal commercial. “1 g

2003 - Priority was given to vessels thatpartiCipited in the expierimental phases

2004 - Priority was given to applicants that participdted in the Previous year, showed good
stewardship of the resourteand demonstrated Judcess in‘mhrKet development.

2007 - Two similar bu separate processes fol.lommercial licences and communal
commercial licences;were used to'détermine dnrual access.

Commercial Fishery:

° Eligibilit‘y critefidfwasbdsed ﬁ'ﬁfna;aily on'vessel suitability. In 2003, priority was
givegt 6 vessels that participated in the experimental phases and since then to annual
pafticipatior Remainingseligible applicants are placed in a lottery to determine a
fotal of 25 eligfble‘ participants. In 2007, priority access was granted to 25 eligible
pAsticipants based od licenc® fssuance in the 2006 season.

e Eligible applicants ere given a two week period to apply for, meet licence
applicatipn requirgments and be issued a licence. If eligible participants did not
apply for litgnces; the opportunity was given to the next eligible participant as
determined bj_;' the lottery. This ensured that all 25 licenses were issued to applicants
committed to participating in the fishery.

Communal Commercial Fishery:

e Applicants are screened against eligibility criteria, and then ranked based on
adjacency and existing capacity. In 2007, priority access was granted to 18
communal commercial applicants and a lottery was held to determine a list of
eligible applicants for the remaining 7 spots.

2008 - Priority access given to 25 commercial and 21 communal commercial participants on
the licence eligibility list established by the DFO subject to appeal. Appeals must be
submitted by October 31, 2008. Commercial applicants have until the end of the licence
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year (February 9, 2009) to apply and submit fees for a sardine licence. Communal
commercial applicants have until 4pm, July 11, 2008 to apply.

The remaining 4 eligible communal commercial applicants were established by a Lottery
draw. A fishery notice was issued after the lottery draw, to identify the order of applicants
who may apply for a 2008/2009 communal commercial Pacific sardine licence. Those on
the list then had 15 working days to submit an application or the opportunity went to the
next eligible applicant on the list.

Licence Application and Issue

Applications for commercial or communal commercial hcem:e;ﬂfor Pacific sardine must be
submitted with the required fees by deadlines set annually Llicénce fees are $30. All
application forms must be signed by the applicant and vessel owner, Pacific sardine
licences are valid from the date of issuance to F ebm,xfaxy 9, 2009.

Prior to licence issue, applicants must:
¢ Be on the list of eligible applicants estabhshb@ agmually.
e Provide a letter confirming that arrangements hive:peqn made for participation in the
monitoring program for the cunfeqt year.
e Designate a registered Canadian c%mmcrc&a{!ﬁshmg végsql that is:
e Currently eligible for a commercial'or qnpmunaf con%mercml salmon, schedule
II species, geodygek, sablefishy hahbut,(crab s‘lanhmp ttawl, groundfish trawl,
prawn or shrimp byltzap, roe heﬁ‘mg%eme liceheé, or a valid category N salmon
licence or for comm aiﬁcommerc&il pacific sardine applicants only, be
designated as a spawn,6n kelp catcher vessel in 2008.
e Ableto accommod“atgfa certified obse{ver
o GemFd witha purse seine; and -
. quﬁp'ppd,wnh at Jeast one of the following freezer systems:
o Reﬁngerated §ea water system (RSW)
e Champagne S}fsgem
o Super%ahging '
o Freezinga} sea capability (FAS)
e Haveaccess t processing for product, with quality control mechanisms in
place; ande Pacific sardine market identified.
e Vessels may be designated with up to five pacific sardine licences for the
2008/2009 fishery on a pilot basis. Where a vessel has not previously harvested
under authority of a pacific sardine licence, further review may be required.

Vessel re-designation is allowed at any time. No nomination process.
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Eulachon — Category ZU

Licence Category

A eulachon, category ZU licence is required to commercially harvest eulachon. Eulachon
are limited entry and party based licence eligibilities. Commercial openings were dependent
on cumulative catch of 10,000 pieces in a test fishery. The fishery has not opened since
1997 due to conservation concerns.

Licence History

1930’s -Eulachon have been commercially harvested on the FraserRiver since the 1930s.
initially, anyone with a Schedule Il — Other Species (category C) or a hmlted entry vessel-
based category licence was eligible to fish eulachen:

1995 - Due to concemns raised by Aboriginal groups and commercial fishers ﬁ]qt eulachon
stocks were at very low levels, an active managémént reglmg ahd stock assessment program
was initiated.

1996 -Eulachon fishing increased due fo speculatlon ovbg licensing changes, diminished
opportunities in other fisheries, changes to'ethployment insiirance, and an increase in the
availability of eulachon.

1997 - Commercial fishery was closed. There has'not been‘a commercial fishery since 1997
due to conservation conegms.

1998 - Limited entry. was introduced in the eufachon fishery. Licence eligibilities were
issued to individuals'who met a cyfhulative lanH;ng requirement of 1000 Ibs. or greater in
three out of six years froim 1990 t6 1995 in¢lusive. Licence limitation resulted in the
estabhshnptft of f6élcencé re:hglblhtles MVLPs were established for each licence eligibility.
This I;esn‘lctlon was removed th XXXXX.

Licensing Application and Issuance

Eulachon apialigagions must be completed and submitted with the required fee by December
31 each year. Licégce fees are $ 30.00. Only the licence eligibility holder may sign the
application form.

Prior to annual licence issue, licence eligibility holders must:

e Ensure any Ministerial conditions placed on the licence eligibility are met.

e Ensure any conditions of the previous year’s licence are met, e.g. completion,
submission, and approval of any logbook fish slip or quota overage requirements.
Designate a registered commercial fishing vessel that is eligible for a vessel-based
licence, i.e. A,C, G, K, L, R, S, T or W or one that has been designated to fish a
category N or eligible communal commercial, i.e. FA, FC, FCA, FK, FL, FR, FS or
FW licence for the current year.
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e The designated vessel may fish only one eulachon licence per year.

Licence Nomination Policy

There is no nomination process available at this time.
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Category Z licences — Limited Entry- Fishing without a Vessel

Clam — Category Z2

Licence Category

A clam, category Z2 or communal commercial category Z2ACL licence and a Fishers
Registration card (FRC) are required to commercially harvest cganﬂ\'f)y handpicking or hand
digging. Clam are limited entry and party based licence ehglbﬂltle,s A clam licence is
required to harvest clams on oyster tenures. «h :

Licence History

Commercial clam fishing began just before the: t’un‘l of the century.

1951 - Landings of individual species was reco‘i’déd Five sgj:l s of inter-tidal kclams are
harvested: manilas, native littleneck, butters, and rafor ish clams. Up to the middle
of the 1970s, butter clams dominated ipter-tidal clam'lahdings. Due to a change in market
demands for clams, steamer clams (mhanil#and 11ttlenec1(§ !’nave dominated the landings
since 1981. There was a rapid escalatmr#of the olam ﬁsher?dt;png the 1980s with coast-
wide landings of all species reaching a péak of 4 362) tonnes m*f988 Since then, landings
have declined due to the remoyal of accumulate& sfock on fnost beaches.

1989 -Area licensing was 1ntroduéed in the claf fishery in an attempt to control fishing
efforts by requmng;ha.rvesters to select one ohseven licence areas in which to fish annually.
Despite this control Taeasure, cquﬁermal clam Harvesters remained at approximately 1,900
annually. This resulted ih somg!liéence afeas being open for only one or two days each
season and gf‘ee%sﬁtated stag%ered area operT‘m%s to avoid harvest gluts and to maintain year
round sgpphes "1l % s

1998 'lelted entry was gitroduce% in the clam fishery. Licence eligibilities were
establishedl in: areas B, D; E, F, and G for applicants who held a licence in five of six years
from 1989 to 1294 The PR heard appeals from harvesters who held a licence in at
least three of the six years“

area A for applicants Wflo held a licence in three out of four years, 1990 to 1994.

area C for applicants Who held a licence in two of three years, 1991 to 1993.

Licence limitation resulted in the establishment of approximately 1165 licence eligibilities.
A party may hold only one clam licence eligibility. All harvesting of clams is by hand
digging in inter-tidal areas during opportunistic tides.

Licence Application and Issuance
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Clam applications must be completed and submitted with the required fee by December 31
each year. Licence fees are $ 30.00. The FRC fee is $60.00. The licence eligibility holder
must sign the application form. Category Z2ACL licence eligibilities are designated to band
members by the licence eligibility holder.
Prior to annual licence issue, licence eligibility holders must:

e Submit a completed application

e Obtain a FRC.
All clam licence are issued by the Nanaimo PFLU.

Depuration Clam Harvest

Depuration is a controlled operation where bivalves from,waferSclassified as moderately
contaminated can be cleansed in a strictly controlled er__aYii‘énment iﬁ;éﬁregistered depuration
plant. Harvesting is supervised by the depuration pl%ﬂt,uhder the authbri;tyé)f a special
licence issued by the DFO. . ¥

Individual harvesters are designated on each depﬁrhﬁpn liggﬁce and must have a FRC. DFO
has developed a policy on access and Flgnagement of G(}ntféminated beaches and is working
with the Depurators Association of B{itiéh; Cplumbia ath,boriginal groups to facilitate a
co management approach to this fishery! For ‘ﬁﬁ'gheg_ inform‘ftign and depuration licensing,
contact Randy Webb at 250-954-2675. ¢ o

Category Z licences — Unlimited Entry F ishing with a Vessel

Unlimited entfy'category Z li:cénces- fishing Wwith a vessel require the designation of a
registered-c'ommercie{l:ﬂshing%w__ssel that is eligible for a vessel-based licence (A, C, G, K,
L, Ry S_‘, T or W) or one ¢hat has héen designated to fish a category N or eligible communal
commercial (FA, FC, FCA, FK, F L, FR, FS or FW) licence for the current year.

The categery Z licence applicant does not need to own the designated vessel.

Opal Squid — Category ZE

Licence History

An opal squid, category ZE licence is required to commercially harvest opal squid by seine
nets, ring nets, and hook and line. Opal squid are unlimited entry and party based licenses.
This fishery is closed by regulation Januaryl to December 31and areas open by variation
order upon request. If fishing is to take place outside of Canadian waters, a Section 68
licence is also required. Opal squid landed in British Columbia are mainly used as bait in
the crab, sablefish and halibut fisheries
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1993 — 1995- approximately 81 licences issued.
1996 - 107 licences were issued.

Licence Application and Issuance

Completed applications should be submitted with the required fee of $30.00. The applicant
must sign the application form. Prior to annual licence issue, applicants must:

e Ensure any conditions of the previous year’s licence are met, e.g. completion,
submission, and approval of any logbook fish slip or quota pverage requirements.

e Designate a registered commercial fishing vessel that is _eliéib“le for a vessel-based
licence (A, C, G, K, L, R, S, T or W) or one that has bge'{:_ Hesignated to fisha
category N or eligible communal commercial (FA EF F K, FL, FR, FS or
FW) licence for the current year.

e The designated vessel may be used to fish only:one opal squld iménce per year.
Vessel redesignation is not permitted.

Neon Flying Squid — Experimental Licence

==

Licence History

1996 - An experimental ﬁsherz for neon ﬂSang i vfra§ maugurated under a federal
provincial agreement designéd te kxplore ﬁ%lpepés and seaFobd diversification an
exploratory Automaﬁgﬂﬁg fishery, dommenceki.

There is an approved hﬁst of five ehﬁlble part101pants identified through a process undertaken
by DFO and MAF F.
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Octopus — Experimental Licence

An experimental licence is required to harvest octopus by dive. Licences to harvest octopus
by trap are no longer being issued

Licence History

Pre 1992 - The octopus fishery was licensed under category ZJ.

1992- separate licences were issued for octopus by dive; i.e. cat%gory ZG and by trap,
category ZP. Both licence categories required that a reglste}e(}cconiuneraal fishing vessel be
designated that held a vessel-based licence eligibility. Thére was hrmted by-catch of octopus
permitted in some trawl fisheries.

2000- Octopus by trap became a by-catch ;ery and the, issuance of octgpus by dive
licences was discontinued due to concerns tliaf' the fishéry’ was data limitéd with few
management controls. This gave the ﬂexibilit}'}ﬁf\m‘_aﬂdfess conservation concerns by
adopting a collaborative approach with harvesters to c8ll€ct detailed biological data.

Scientific licence eligibility criteria were estabilished; (landiljgs of 10,000 lbs. from January
01, 1993 to October 14, 1997.) Following the phakeli,_approacfnafs described by Perry et al,,
which outlines a framework; for providing §c1er}mfic acfwceén,the development of new or
data limited fisheries, mfonnatlon that w1ll*ie%d fo a biologically based management plan is
collected through angexpenmental eﬁpproach te the fishery. Only after a biologically based
management plan is developed vzill_,a,_fullhy licenSed directed commercial fishery be initiated.

2007- Retention of qctopus by trap, caught 1nc1dentally in the crab fishery is permitted with
the proviso that harvesters record Fccurately their catch in logbooks. /prawn and shrimp by
trap Tisheries is permitted. Check rétention in W fishery

Licence Application and Issuance

Eligible applicants; for an octopus by dive experimental licence should contact the
appropriate Management Biologist at 250-756-7158 for information.
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Pink and Spiny Scallop — Experimental Licence

Licence History

An experimental licence is required to harvest scallops by dive or trawl.

1982 - The scallop fishery began under a commercial category ZI unlimited entry party
based licence that allowed for harvesting of pink and spiny scallops by dive and trawl.
1993 - The dive and trawl fisheries were split, the dive fishery conﬁr;ued as category ZI and
the trawl as category ZR licence.

January 01, 2000, the pink and spiny scallop by dive fishery, w,gS closed due to concerns that
the fishery was data limited with few management controlsgThist gave the flexibility to
address conservation concems by adopting a collabor‘atgve approach \ihth harvesters to
collect more detailed biological data. - t

Scientific licence eligibility criteria was estabhghgd are landings of at leasts10,000 Ibs.
between 1995 and 1999, or 6000 Ibs. in any one ‘of those yers,

Following the phased approach as described by PEgry et al,,'which outlines a framework for
providing scientific advice in the development of new or 'ta limited fisheries, information
that will lead to a biologically basedmanélgsment plan is;pollected through an experimental
approach to the fishery. Only after a blplogwﬁ‘l_}y based management plan is developed will
a fully licensed directed commercial ﬁshéry be 1ﬂ1t1ated

Licence Apphcatlon and Issuance

Eligible applicants for a scajlop ,,expenmental licence should contact the Management
Biologist at 259 -756-71548 fo?a}lforma%lon el
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Surfperch — Category ZL

Licence History

A surfperch, category ZL licence is required to commercially harvest surfperch species.
Surfperch are unlimited entry, party based licenses.

1983 -Surfperch became a licensed fishery and targets three spemes ,pile perch, shiner
perch, and surfperch by drag seine or hook and line. Generally, lapdmgs are small and
intermittent.

All areas are closed by regulation from January 01 to Decerhber 3 ll'ulill.ess varied by order.
The master of the licensed vessel must contact the loéal'fisheries manéggment co-ordinator
listed in the Integrated Fishery Management plagttoﬁ'equest an opening. Flshlng for
surfperch is not opened May 01 to August 30.:,

Licence Application and Issuance

Applications are available and must bé‘xqorﬁ'p‘le;ed and su?m‘ntted with fees of $30. The
licence period is from January 01 to D&zembe& 31 annually '5[?16 apphcant must sign the
application form.
Prior to licence issue, applxcants must: .

e Ensure any conditions of the previoils Year’s licence are met, e.g. comipletion,

submission, and approval pf any logboplg fish slip or quota overage requirements.
For further infgrmation cgngactu phone 6%666 -5855.

e Designate a registeredicommercial fishing vessel that is eligible for a vessel-based
licence (A, C, G, K,'L,R, S, T or W) or one that has been designated to fish a
category N or éligible communal commercial (FA, FC, FCA, FK, FL, FR, FS or

W) licence for the currentiyear.
o The designated vess¢l may fish only one surfperch licence per year.

Vessel redesignation is not permitted. There is no nomination process in place as this is an
unlimited entry licence.
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Anchovy — Category ZK

Licence History

An anchovy, category ZK licence is required to commercially harvest anchovy. Anchovy are
unlimited entry, party based licenses.

2002 -There has been no anchovy fishery since.

Anchovy were fished for bait primarily on the West Coast of Vancouver Island and
infrequently in the Strait of Georgia. Harvesting was conducted }by seine net. The fishery is
minor in B.C and landings and total values small. a3l

All areas are closed by regulation from January 01 to DecehBer 3 lﬁw;less varied by order.

The master of the licensed vessel would contact the logal fisheries ma’nagement co-ordinator
listed in the IFMP to request an area be opened. =«
Licences allowed for a maximum catch of 10 n:ieﬁ'lc tonnes (10,000kg or 22 GQO lbs.)

Licence Application and Issuance

The licence period was January 01 to iEecember 31 annuﬁlly,,
Prior to licence issue, applicants must." .=~ °
* Submit a completed application anki fees of,$30 toa PIFIJ.U The applicant must sign
the application forr:
e The designatedivéssel wafg allowed togish only one anchovy licence per year.
Vessel redesignation, not perrmtted. No nomnfqnon process as this is an unlimited entry
licence.

Commercial Licensing Policy for the Pacific Region

61



DRAFT FOR DISCUSSION

Food and Bait Herring — Category ZM

Licence History

A Food and Bait herring, category ZM licence is required to participate in this fishery which
occurs in the late fall. Participants are chosen by way of an annual lottery draw. The licence

is party based.

Herring stocks have fluctuated dramatically over the years. Imghg 1930s catches dropped to
30,000 tons of which a major portion went into reductionproduats.

1968 - 1971 this fishery was curtailed due to stock concems

1977 - Fishery was revived in response to a collapseﬁbf European stocks. As these stocks
rebounded, the demand here declined and the lari'ge,st market was to suppfyZiBaJt for the
Alaska king crab fishery.

1982 - Industry was concerned about the large quantities Heing exported in this ﬁshery
affecting the high value roe herring ﬁ§hery "

1988 - A 50 ton individual quota system Was, unplementqd with a total coast wide quota of
1500 tons. Since that time catches have varied-fiom 6-1200 tans annually.

Lottery Application

Completed applicatjons for the he‘rﬁpg food apd bait fishery lottery must be submitted by an
annual deadline. Lottery applicant§ must sign the application and must be the owner of a
vessel and designate a vessel that was démgpat_ed with a herring seine, category HS or as a
harvest vessélfor 3 spawn on kelp, category JHidence within the past five years.

Successfil] applicans are requjred to produce documentation showing that the designated
vessel has a valid herring stability certificate for catching or packing herring as required
under the Canada Shippihg' Act before a licence will be issued.

Only one lottery entry may be submitted per eligible vessel. The annual lottery draw is open
to industry. Fisheries Notif:es are issued to announce the deadline for applications for the
annual draw and to identify eligible applicants.

Licence Application and Issuance

Eligible applicants selected in the lottery draw, must submit a completed Food and Bait

Herring application along with the required fees of $30.00.

Prior to licence issue eligible applicants must:

e Designate a vessel that has been designated for a herring seine category HS or as a
harvest vessel for a spawn on kelp, category J licence within the past five years

e Produce documentation showing that the designated vessel has a valid herring
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stability certificate for harvesting or packing herring as required under the Canada
Shipping Act.

Up to four food and bait herring, category ZM licences may be designated to one vessel.

Redesignation is only considered where a vessel is out of service due to an accident or
unforeseen damage

Herring Special Use — Category ZX and ZY

Licence History

In addition to licences issued for the roe herring; spawa on Eelp ana ‘ﬁll food and bait
fisheries, there are special use herring, category ZX pryZY licences to harvest herring for a
variety of uses. The licences are unlimited entrya?xd party based.

A personal use one ton category ZX licence is avai"lﬁble ug@il féquest to any person who
owns or operates a commercially licepsed fishing vevssgl EI-Ierrmg caught under authority of
this licence category may not be sold.

A three ton sale category ZY licence is available upon Eeguest to Anyone wishing to harvest
herring for the following tofafhercial uses?

1) To be sold as livgQr frozen retreational bau

2) To be sold as liye or frozen commercial bait.

3) Fresh local sales.

In addition category ZY licedce’s are availabletto:

4) Feed am'maﬁi 1h z0os oraquariums*.

5) F of[xésearch

6) o:\"ﬁiesh local sales to benefit ghglble charitable organizations.

* Area Resourée Management Co-ordinators determine tonnage amounts for these licenses.

Licence Fees

Application
Licence Application and Issuance

Applications may be completed and submitted along with the required fees of $30.00 per
licence with the exception of those issued for charity purposes which are free of charge.

A separate application must be completed for each type of licence. The applicant must sign
the application form.

The applicant is not required to be the owner of the designated vessel although if the herring
is to be impounded, then the applicant must be the impoundment operator.

Commercial Licensing Policy for the Pacific Region

63



DRAFT FOR DISCUSSION

Prior to licence issue, applicants must:

« Ensure any conditions of the previous year’s licence are met, e.g. completion,
submission, and approval of any logbook, fish slip requirements.

« Designate a registered commercial fishing vessel that is eligible for a vessel-
based licence (A, C, G, K, L, R, S, T or W) or one that has been designated to
fish a category N or eligible communal commercial (FA, FC, FCA, FK, FL, FR,
FS or FW) licence for the current year.

« A maximum of one category ZX and five category ZY licences may be
designated to one vessel.

« Ensure the application names the vessel master

« Allow five days for issuance of all category ZY Iif:ex}cqs as licence conditions
are supplied by the Area Manager.

Licence holders in either special use category may apply for another licende in the same year
provided they demonstrate the previous licence aflocation has been harvesgeci A licence
holder may hold only one special use bait herringdjcence at.4 time.

Vessel redesignation is not permitted. There is no néminétidbn process in place as this is an
unlimited entry licence.

Atlantic Salmon Recapture — Category ZZA
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A category ZZA or an experimental licence is required in order to recapture Atlantic
salmon. Category ZZA licenses are party based and unlimited entry although they may only
be issued to holders of a BC Aquaculture licence. Experimental licenses may be considered
where the recapture plans do not include Atlantic salmon or the use of seine gear. In these
instances, contact Andrew Thomson at (604) 666-3152.

Atlantic Salmon Recapture licenses were first issued in 2001. The licence regulates the
recapturing of Atlantic salmon escaped from fish farms. All BC Atlantic Salmon
Aquaculture Farms are licensed by the province through The Ministry of Agriculture, Food
and Fisheries (MAFF) and Land and Water British Columbia Inc'(RWBC). They are given
an Aquaculture licence number and a Land File Number.

LICENCE APPLICATION AND ISSUANCE

Category ZZA applications are pre-printed apd, mailed to holders of BC Aquaculture
licences. Applicants are asked to complete ior correct Section 1 “Applicant” where
necessary. Licence fees are $30.00. Applications must be Sighed by the authorised signing
authority of the company that is the holder of the B 'Aguéeﬁlture licence

Prior to annual licence issuance, applifarits must:

e Indicate, in Section 2, on the application=the Land filé pumber(s) where recapture is
to take place. If there are more tHan three sites, additional land file numbers should
be attached on a separaterpiece of péper.

o Designate up 15 three recaptyre vessels equipped with seine gear. Designated
vessels which.are not currently registered as a Commercial Fishing or Transporting
Vessel must meet those tefuirements. submit the following:

The commercial registration requirements . for approved Fish hold inspections and Marine
survey -are‘waived for the purpose of registration for an Atlantic salmon recapture
vessel. = Should a commercial fishing licence be placed on the vessel in the future, an
apprdvcﬁd Fish hold inspéction certificate and Marine survey would be required at that time.

A Fisher’s Registration Card s required by anyone 16 years or older who is engaged in the
recapture of Atlantic salmon and must be produced on demand.

Category Z licences — Unlimited Entry — Fishing without A Vessel

Commercial Licensing Policy for the Pacific Region

65



DRAFT FOR DISCUSSION

Goose Barnacles — Category Z6

Licence History

1985 - The goose barnacle fishery began, peaked in 1988 and then began a progressive
decline.

Goose barnacles had a relatively high value to harvesters through a small niche market,
which demanded live high quality product. Goose barnacles were only harvested with hand
tools. Mechanical devices and collection by dive were prohibited.

May 30, 1999 - The Goose Barnacle fishery was closed indefipitely due to conservation
concerns and ecological impacts of goose bamacle harvesti glinrﬂ}e sea mussel community
assemblage. In addition, existing data on the species did flof'provide; for the development of
a biologically based management plan. :
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Smelt — Category Z8

Licence History

A smelt, category Z8, or a vessel based (A, C, G, K, L, R, S, T or W) licence authorizes the
commercial harvest of smelt. Category Z8 smelt are unlimited entry and party based
licences

Commercial fishing for smelt is permitted only from Monday to El"ﬁursday each week. The
fishery is closed between June 15 and August 15 to protect, fnld donserve during the peak
spawning period. Smelts may be harvested with a gill 1;1et{;orE a seihe%ngt although in areas 28
and 29 only gill nets are allowed. dw, ;

Licence Application and Issuance

The licence period is from January 01, to December 3 1%arinually. The licence fee is $30. The
fee foran FRC is $60.00. Only the appliCafitymay sign the application form.
Prior to annual licence issue, applicants must: i 9
 Ensure any conditions of the ﬁ:'eviousy"ea?;s licence hre met, e.g. completion,
submission, ?né approval of an}‘(x hérges't logbook or fish slip. A log must have
been submitted even Yof nil catch! '_
«  Apply for and receive abalid FRC?

There is ne nomijnation process in place as this 1§ an unlimited entry fishery.
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Chapter 7 — Other Licence Categories

Processing

Processing licences have not been issued since 1998.

When issued, processing at sea was limited to under utilised species or where there would
be excessive quality loss if the fish were shipped to a shore based progessing plant. The only
species that qualified for processing licences were gepduck, sea cucumpbeys, skate, dogfish,
and salmon roe. A vessel was permitted to process:only its own catch.

A processing licence was subject to all apphcabfe’ﬁerms ax;d&:bndltlons of the federal and
provincial fish inspection statutes and accompanymg:rggylaﬁons Species and area
restrictions were extensive, and all apPliqauons subj ectlo ppproval by the Fish Inspection
Branch, Management Biology Unit. :

Licence Fees

$30.00 per species.
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Sy T

-y:and Port Access for Foreign Vessels (EEZ)

Exclusive Economic Zone Enti

Licence €ategory

A Category EEZ (Exclusive Economic Zone Entry and Port Access) licence is required
when foreign vessels wish to enter Canadian waters for any of the following purposes:
1) Port Access for:

Shore Leave - obtaining provisions (including bait), and/or repairs
Crew exchange
Landing/Reloading/Trans-shipping any equipment other than fishing gear of the
vessel

e Loading/Offloading any fishing equipment and/or fishing gear

2) Import i.e. Offloading fish will only be authorised where existing regulations are in
place that allow the import of a requested species from the flag state.

3) Trans-shipping fish at sea or port

4) Fishing in Canadian EEZ

5) Processing at sea.

Pursuant to the Coastal Fisheries Protection Act, foreign fishing vessels can only enter
Canadian waters where a licence is issued under the Coastal Fisheries Protection
Regulations or such activities are authorised by a treaty. The Coastal Fisheries Protection
Regulations may be found at the following website: http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/C-
33/C.R.C.-c.413/index.html.

Only vessels from flag states listed in section 5(1)(a) of the Coastal Fisheries Protection
Regulations are eligible to be issued licences for authorized port activity and exclusive
economic zone entry by a foreign vessel to enter Canadian waters A list of flag states may
be found at http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/C-33/C.R.C.-c.413/74068.html#rid-74103.
In the case of U.S. vessels, there is a treaty in place only for Albacore tuna, roe herring,
salmon and Pacific halibut (which includes sablefish). Pacific hake may also be landed
however there is no agreement in place at this time. As the U.S. is not on this list found in
section 5(1)(a), U.S. vessels are not eligible to receive licences to land any other other species in
Canadian ports.

Section 5(1.5) was amended to allow the landing of Pacific Hake. The amendment can be
seen at http://canadagazette.gc.ca/partl/tempAscii/gl-13514_e.txt the location of the
Canada Gazette.

Licence History

To 2005- an import, category I licence was required for foreign vessels wishing to enter
Canadian waters and offload fish or when a Canadian fishing vessel received fish from a
U.S. (or any foreign) fishing vessel in waters other than Canadian ﬁshenes waters. (Ref:
Section 68, Fishery (General) Regulations).

covered by a treaty. Pacific hake may also be landed and section 5(1.5) was amended to
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allow this. Licences were only be issued if existing regulations or policies are in place to
allow for the importation of that species from those flag states. Where regulations or
policies are not clearly in place, the application will be referred to the Fisheries and Oceans
Canada co-ordinator responsible for that species. Where trans-shipping was to take place
in waters that are subject to the jurisdiction of another state, i.e. not on the high seas, the
vessel master had to satisfy DFO that all relevant arrangements have been approved by the
state(s) concemed. As the U.S. is not on the list, U.S. vessels may land only Albacore tuna,
roe herring, salmon and Pacific halibut, including sablefish.

2005 - Vessels importing Spawn on Kelp now required to have a EEZ licence.

Licence Application and Issuance

Licences will only be issued if existing regulations or policies are in‘'plage to allow
for foreign vessel port activity and exclusive economje zone entry from the flag
states.

e Applications must be completed and signgd by a Canadian Representative
acting on behalf of the foreign vessel owner(s) forth® purpose of providing a
liaison with the appropriate officials of the goverament of Canada or a
Canadian Citizen or Canadian Corporation that hs chartered the designated
vessel.

e The designated vessel must be régistered in,one of the flag states listed in the
table or specifica y§e opt in sectibm 5 of'tht Colstal Fisheries Protection
Regulations (Cg33-—C.R¢C;, c-413

e Current Regulations Section 6(2) of the Coastal Fishery Protection
Regulations requires applications be submitted 30 days prior to the first day
on which the liéegce ig required except theMinister may, in order to prevent
hardship, accept an ',gPplication afafy time.

o W:fxére regiilations or pqlicies are not clearly in place the application will be referred
to the DFO co-ordinator r¢§yonsible for that species.

o ' Fees vary with thgifentified'purpose and are outlined in Schedule 1 of the
Cdlstal Fisheries Protection Regulations.

e An EFZ licence is vélid from the date of issue to December 31 annually
provided that theré is no change to the flag ship registry or to the ownership
of the vessel and all licence conditions have been met.

APPLICATION REVIEVW CRITERIA:

¢ The Government of Canada has favorable fisheries relations with the government of
the vessels’ flag state to engage in fisheries activities based on information supplied
to the Chief of Enforcement Operations (CEO) by National Headquarters.

o There are reasonable grounds to believe that the vessel is licensed or otherwise
authorized by its flag state to engage in fisheries activities; the vessel and the
proposed activity is in compliance with relevant conservation and management
measures and/or is supplying a foreign vessel that is in compliance with relevant
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conservation and management measures and the proposed activity is consistent with
the sustainable use of fisheries resources or will not contribute to excess harvesting
or processing capacity.

e Where regulations or policies are not clearly in place or applications involve fishing
activities for species harvested domestically in Canadian Fisheries waters, the
application will be referred to the resource co-ordinator responsible for the identified
species. This will ensure the activity is compatible with or will not undermine
relevant conservation and management measures; is consistent with the sustainable
use of fisheries resources or will not contribute to excess harvesting or processing
capacity.

In situations where the application does not involve ﬁs%g’activities for species
harvested domestically in Canadian Fisheries waters; 6 the CEO is unable to check
with the flag state the declaration in Annex A will B¢ accepted.

Once the application review process is completed a deférmination is maaeﬁas to the
application category and the following actions will follow:

Category One: Routine requests for access, there is np concerfis with the above identified
criteria and a licence will be issued in the region.

Category Two: Non-Routine -less sensitiye cases — sordegconeern, i.e. the flag state has
favorable fisheries relations with Canhga but'the,vessel of activity does not meet the criteria
identified. These applications will be reyiewed ty the: ADM Fisheries Management.
Category Three: Non-routine, -highly senSitive casds £ shme concern, i.e. the flag state has
favorable fisheries relations with Canada axgﬂga vessel of aétivity meet the criteria
identified, however forsome reasbn it is recommended that the licence not be issued. These
applications will be reviewed by tile'Minister for:consideration.

All 2008 EEZ Licences age é'ssbue% with the folowing conditions:

o The'designhtdd, vesstl faust comply with Schedule III of the Fish Inspection
Regulations. :

o' | DFO must be advised of the estimated time of arrival of the vessel at a
Oanadian port at least 24 hours in advance of their arrival.

e Writteh-records must be maintained of all fish onboard the vessel during
times of transportatien in Canadian Waters, and must be produced to DFO on
demand (1.e._species, quantity, area of harvest, logbooks, etc.)

e All landings are subject to 100% dockside monitoring

Experimental, Scientific, Educational or Public Display

A licence is required to authorize the harvest of any species for experimental, scientific;
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educational or public display purposes (ESEP) and may be issued by a biologist or fishery
manager if they determine that there is a need for such a licence.

Licence History

2004 - A review of ESEP licenses issued revealed that approximately 600 - 1200 Scientific
licences were issued per year in the Pacific Region. Many of them were issued manually and
in some cases, tracked using Excel spreadsheets or an Access database. The accuracy and
completeness of the tracking was inconsistent making any form of gonsolidated reporting
challenging. The decision was made to develop a system that wéyld generate these licences
and store the information in the existing licence database of th® Pacific Licensing System.

2005- An on-line system to issue and track Scientific Excences was pﬁb into place. A
standard licence format is used for all types of Scﬂ:ﬁc Licences. The §€:1ent1ﬁc Licences
System (SLIC):
e Enables entry of a scientific license apﬂ;cqﬁon by D‘EQ staff
Tracks the status of the application :
Enables printing of a licence and letter once app’rgvals have been obtained
Allows entry of comments agagn‘s; an applicant or licence
Provides various reports and qfigries on Scientific licenges issued.

Licence Fees

There is 2 $100.00 fee ’for the 1ssup.ﬁpe ofa llhe?lce for public display purposes. Licences
issued for other purposes are freg

Licence Application and Issuance

Apphcants are requlred to corﬁp}aetg and submit an application to the fishery manager

respons’fble for the species ;o be hagvested.

The Flshe[y Manager will efisure that:

e Appropriate consideratigns are given to approval of the application.

e Any conditions of preiri@usly issued licences have been met.

e Licence conditions are developed and attached to the licence at the time of issue.

e The licence is on board the vessel prior to start of any harvesting.

e A copy of all ESEP licences not issued through SLIC should be sent to the Pacific
Fishery Licence unit in Vancouver for historical purposes.

Excess Salmon Spawning Requirements (ESSR)
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Excess salmon spawning requirements (ESSR) is a licence issued when a surplus of a
particular salmon species has been identified.

The first priority is to meet any Aboriginal group requirements that cannot be met through

. other approved fisheries for food, ceremonial, and social purposes. The second priority is to
provide local Aboriginal group/s the opportunity to harvest all or part of the surplus.
If these groups decline, an ESSR licence may be offered by competitive tender for crown-
owned fish (e.g. at a federal hatchery) or by licence for naturally spawning stocks.

Those interested in ESSR opportunities should contact XXX. The Pacific Fishery
Licence unit does not issue these licences although the unit ;ﬁgqgams an annual list of
licences issued.

P L <1

Licence to fish for Shellfish in a Contaminated Area

Licenses to fish for shellfish in contaminated hgeas ate” issued under authority of the
Management of Contaminated Fisheries Regulatzonssfor*both vacant crown foreshore and
aquaculture tenure sites. Shellfish ﬁsheqes‘ in contaminated areas have been licensed by
Fisheries and Oceans Canada since tBe 199(Ps}.in accordamte with policies set out in the
Canadian Shellfish Sanitation Program: gCSSP) trans}'éﬁs from prohibited areas are
permitted under the CSSP ai‘),d”are requestég by gﬂ 1 éh“a;ﬁlgculnmsts

£

Shellfish Seed Relay kom 2 CIOSM&

A licence application inay be n{h )éq'an md1v1&ual or company to harvest and transfer
shellfish seed from a clos‘ed/pro ibited zone on'a shellfish aquaculture tenure to an
approved; site fot grow out to tarketable size. A harvest supervisor shall be named in the
hcenoe and all harve‘st@eed mobements shall be undertaken or supervised directly by the
ha.rve%t upervisor. A Fishers Reklstratlon Card is not required to harvest on Tenure. BC
Ministry. QEfF isheries revst and approved all applications involving aquaculture tenures.
A decontamimnation plan is s€quired by the Canadian Fish Inspection Agency describing the
size of seed to be dransfergetf from the flops device, the destination tenure and the length of
time anticipated Before marketing the product.

Licence Applicatioh and Issuance

Applications are available at DFO licence units in Vancouver, and Nanaimo as well as the
Parksville Area Office. Licence fees are: $100.00 plus $20.00 for each Harvest Supervisor
named on the licence.

All applications to fish for shellfish including the seed transfer from contaminated
prohibited areas must include:

e Submission of a decontamination plan to be approved by the Canadian Food
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Inspection Agency (CFIA).

e Submission of the full legal names and dates of birth of all Harvester Supervisors
involved in the activities

o (Clear detailed maps /charts showing sites of harvest of seed and the destination sites
for seed transfers.

Agencies that must review application submissions and approve licence issue are:

. Environment Canada for water quality status in the harvest area
. BC Ministry of Agriculture and Lands
. Canadian Food Inspection Agency for the decontaminatign.plan.
. Fisheries and Oceans Canada, Fishery Managers.

Yukon Transboundary

The Yukon/Transboundary (YKTB) area is one of’six areas Fhat make up the Pacific
Region. The YKTB area encompasses the entire Yukng Ferritory as well as the Taku,
Stikine and Alsek River drainages of hotthern British C’oim‘tnbia. It covers forty percent of
the geographic landmass that comprisés,the REgion.

]
There are eighteen First Nation$ included in the YKTB, Someé of which have signed final
land claim agreements.-In situations where 1afid claims agreements have not been finalised,
the AFS has been inipflemented to.manage the fishery resource. The AFS program attempts
to manage the Aboriginal fishery,ina manner that improves conservation, enhances the
resource apd,contributes to, the economic seelf—ﬁsufﬁciency of Aboriginal communities.

Commufnal licences are.issued fojvarious Aboriginal organizations to carry on fishing and
other réjated activities. Infrecent yefirs; specific versions of communal licences have been
crafted to ﬁfrparticular circumstances. Listed below are the different versions of licences,

which have Been issued withih the AFS program.

The Yukon Salmon Committee (YSC) is a public advisory body set up under the Umbrella
Final Agreement. The Committee makes recommendations to the Minister of Fisheries and
Oceans on to Yukon First Nations on all matters related to Yukon salmon. Salmon fishing
in the Yukon is governed by international treaties and a few interconnecting institutions that
work together to preserve and enhance the territory's salmon stocks. The Pacific Salmon
Treaty (1985) and the Yukon River Annex to the treaty provide the framework for program

management, stock conservation and harvest allocation for the Yukon River.
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Salmon Committee members also serve on the Yukon River Panel, which represents the
Yukon in ongoing Pacific Salmon Treaty negotiations between Canada and the US.

In April 2001 representatives of the United States and Canada successfully ended sixteen
years of negotiations on Yukon River salmon. The Yukon River Salmon Agreement
addressed all fishing conservation and management issues, including harvest shares. This
agreement contained the first catch limits on interception of Canadian-origin Yukon River
salmon. The Agreement still requires approval by the U.S. and Canadians Governments
however the delegations agreed to abide by the draft agreement for the 2001 season.
Yukon Salmon Committee members form the majority of the Canadian portion of the
Yukon River Panel, which is re-established under the new agreement. The Panel makes
recommendations to the Government of Canada and respective agencies in the U.S. on
conservation and management of the salmon originating in the Canadian portion of the
Yukon River. ;

Within the Yukon, the YSC is mandated by the Umbrella Final Agreement (UFA), an
agreement between Yukon First Nations, and the federal and territorial governments.
Members of the YSC come from all parts of the Yukon and represent both First Nation and
non-First Nation populations. The composition of the ten-member Committee is laid out in
the UFA and is carefully structured to ensure diversity and balance. The Yukon Salmon
Committee is a forum for public involvement in all aspects of the management of salmon
stocks and fisheries.

Fisheries and Oceans Canada is the federal government agency responsible for salmon
management. They provide technical and administrative support to the Yukon Salmon
Committee and administer the federal Fisheries Act, Regulations and Policies.

———

Chapter 8 — The AppealfProcess

History

Terms of Reference

Commercial Licensing Policy for the Pacific Region

75



DRAFT FOR DISCUSSION
Mandate

Scope

Responsibilities of the Board

Under section 7 of the Fisheries Act, the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans Canada has
absolute discretion in the issuance of licences. The decision of the Minister is final.

The Board’s recommendation on the appeal is available upon request for this information
under the Privacy Act. SHOULD THERE BE A SECTION DEVOTED TO THE PRIVACY
ACT AND ACCESS TO INFORMATION ACT EXPLAINING THE TYPES OF
INFORMATION WE HANDLE WHICH ARE PROTECTED? To receive a copy of the
Board’s recommendation, a written request must be submitted. The request should be
addressed to the PRLAB Secretariat as listed below. It can take up to thirty working days for
the document to be released.

The appellant may also apply to the PRLAB for a re-appeal hearing if the appellant has new
information not previously considered in his appeal. This person must make a written
request including the new information the person wishes to have considered. The decision
to grant a second hearing rests entirely with the Board.
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