Dear Judge Cohen and Members of the Commission



June 30, 2010
I understand that you are seeking appropriate input from the public for issues surrounding the Fraser River sockeye collapse. I trust that even if multiple causes may be found to have caused the collapse, there will now be action taken to remove at least the one known man made cause that has contributed to wild salmon decline worldwide.  I speak of open net farmed salmon aquaculture in our oceans. 
If you put enough scientists into a room, there will always be disagreement on any scientific subject. The world has many records in other places that tell the true story of the dangers of disease and pollution inherent in open net salmon farming in the ocean waters. Continuing the risk to our wild salmon is unacceptable. This industry has impacted not only our public rights to fish, but our very right to navigate our own waters safely. I write you as a mariner, not as a scientist. The mariners of BC that I know agree that there is a very real threat to our coastal salmon from open net salmon farms, but you must understand that, for mariners, even the potential consequences to our wild fish are only the beginning of the problem. 
The practices and procedures developed by both Federal and Provincial Fisheries permitted the aquaculture dangers to occupy our public waterways in violation of the historic marine common laws of navigation and our rights of access to our own resources. The question really begins with “Who owns the fish and the water it swims in?” If the answer to that is, “The people of Canada.”, then there has been a serious injustice done to Canadian law. In order for this risky industry to exist and operate in Canadian waters, our marine rights were compromised without due public consideration or effective public consultation. 
In March of 2010, I lodged a formal complaint to the office of the Provincial Ombudsman regarding the practices established by MAL to implement the water leases necessary for the occupation of Provincial water over land for aquaculture purposes. Fisheries policies for the approval of the aquaculture water leases were the first to deny public access to navigable waters instead of facilitating access between the sea and the land.  The process used for the official sanctioning of aquaculture applications almost completely disregarded notifying the primary users of our waterway systems. 

Applications were processed without the knowledge or permission of the vast majority of the mariners of BC. The farms were established with only local notification necessary. The information on applications was obscure and the time frames for responses were short. Coastal mariners were kept out of the loop. If we were asked, we would have said NO. The Ombudsman is currently conducting an investigation into the procedures used to deny us our historical marine rights of navigational access for our safety on the water.
The point of my letter in connection to the existing enquiry regarding the Fraser River sockeye collapse is to provide further evidence that the existence of the aquaculture industry has been achieved by means that have not served the best interests or wishes of the people of BC. The processes and procedures used circumvented the historic protection of fishing and water rights. By legal means, it has been established that the Provincial Fisheries were inadequate to the scope of Federal responsibilities. I also maintain that the Provincial Ministry of Lands established procedures and polices were equally inadequate to the scope of Federal water rights in Canada. The policies established served the bureaucratic wishes of the Province and the profits of the aquaculture industry, not the preservation of navigational safety on the water. I believe that the legality of the water leases could also be challenged constitutionally, in the courts, due to lack of proper and effective public notification. Especially considering that “no response” whatsoever from the public was regarded as a “positive response” to the application.

The preservation, protection and enhancement of our wild fish have clearly not been the priorities of Fisheries management. The navigational and riparian rights of BC have not been adequately considered or respected in aquaculture decisions. The future of the sport fishing, tourism and eco based businesses have not been the priorities of current government policies. These industries are safer, healthier and of much greater value to the economy of BC. The company spin minimizes the dangers of open net salmon farming. Time is on their side. This is not in the best interests of the wild salmon, our coastal environment, or the people of Canada. Intervention is necessary.

The overwhelming potential for disaster to ALL of our wild fish and the environment they support has been underplayed in the Fisheries “Wait and See What Happens” approach. We cannot afford to play Truth or Consequences with this industry any longer. There is no doubt whatsoever that the aquaculture industries have been dangerous to the health of BC. 
The salmon fry must be protected from any recognized man made threat that it is within our power to change. It is within your power to assist in removing at least one of the known causes of salmon fry mortality. Not only for the survival of the Fraser sockeye but for the protection of all of the species of salmon in all of the rivers of BC. 
Our coastal future is at a turning point. We must simply acknowledge our past mistakes and make the decisions for change now if there is any hope to correct the errors of past decisions. If your findings show that there is any link whatsoever to salmon aquaculture and wild salmon fry mortality; now, in the past, or with the potential for future contamination, I implore you to make a stand now against open net salmon farming in our waterways. Whether the sole cause, or merely contributory, we must stop this threat to BC’s salmon and Canadian navigational rights. Closed containment, on land, is feasible. This industry should walk the walk, or walk the plank.
Sincerely,

Barbara Watson PO Box 2384 Sidney, BC V8L 3Y3
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