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The toxic and poisonous substances that our landfills consist of, are outlined in 
‘Environmental Health Perspectives-Vol 108, Supplement 1-March 2000’ 
‘Health Effects of Landfill Sites’. 

These chemical combinations contained in landfill sites were put there by these same 
compactor garbage trucks. In many cases these chemical combinations are being 
drained all over our communities before reaching the landfills.  Garbage leachate being 
systematically spread on to the streets and lanes of our communities in this manner 
winds up draining into the creeks, rivers, lakes and oceans. In most cases our cities 
drain what is on the streets through the sewer systems that flow directly into 
waterways. 
In cases where the streets have no sidewalks, curbs or sewers, as is seen in the top of the 
following 2 photograph, the fluids puddle and then soak into the soil with much of it 
draining into the ground and the groundwater. 









The above photographs, taken on February 3, 2009, show garbage leachate being spread 
on to the streets of this community when the children were going to school. My letter 
and photographs documented how this truck drained leachate throughout this 
community and although letters, videos and pictures were sent to the Mayor and 
Council after each spill, to date I have not received an answer.  No level of Canadian 
Government, Civic, Provincial or Federal, have stopped garbage leachate from being 
spread all over the streets and lanes of Canadian cities and towns where these 
compactor garbage trucks are being used. This has been occurring for so long and is so 
widespread it's very frightening. 



I have to question the 'Environmental Sustainability' concept put forward by the 
Canadian politicians and others. There is nothing resembling Sustainability in our 
Environment at this point in time and every politician in the the Canadian Federal 
Government, the British Columbia Legislature, every Environment Minister Provincial 
and Federal in Canada and Vancouver City Hall’s Mayor and Council have known we 
are being poisoned, for many, many years, as is shown in the information presented in 
the following flickr link. In the following link you will see the documentation regarding 
this issue from 1991 to 2003. 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/bharbara/collections/72157603541114578/

I am sending you information so you can access Petition 277, titled  ‘Impact on 
marine life and habitat from garbage compactor truck leachate draining 
into sewers and waterways’,  which was published on the website of the 
Environmental Sustainability Department in the Canadian Auditor Generals Office, 
May 15, 2009. 

http://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/pet_277_e_32988.html
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February 24, 2004, I received the following letter from Christiane Morin on behalf of 
David Anderson, Federal Minister of the Environment.
“From ')">"Morin,Christiane [NCR]" <Christiane.Morin@ec.gc.ca> 
Sent Tuesday, February 24, 2004 8:34 am 
Subject On behalf of David Anderson - Au nom de David Anderson 
Dear Ms. Gudmundson: 
Thank you for your e-mail of December 31, 2003, regarding garbage leachate onto the 
streets of major cities. 
As indicated in my letter of July 19, 2003, the problem of spillage onto city streets falls 
under the responsibility of municipalities. 
I am confident that city officials will continue to respond to complaints such as those 
you raised in your e-mail and enforce the bylaws in cases where there is garbage 
leachate onto city streets. 
I appreciate your having taken the time to write and hope that the information 
provided is useful.”

From 1999 until the present I have been appealing to every Canadian Member of 
Parliament in the Federal Government, the Federal Ministers of the Environment (as 
well as all of the Provincial Ministers of the Environment in Canada), the Federal 
Ministers of Health, the Federal Ministers of Fisheries and Oceans and the Federal 
Ministers of Justice. For most of the past ten years when I have sent a letter to the 
Federal Government, I have sent that letter to all of Canada’s Federal Members of 
Parliament, all of the B.C.M.L.A.’s, the G.V.R.D. and Vancouver Mayor and Councillors. 
I have done this to make sure everyone totally understands that garbage leachate is 
being spread all over North American communities where compactor garbage trucks are 
being used. I also felt that somewhere in all of those political representatives there 
would be someone or a group of people who might care enough to do something to 
assist in stopping the release of garbage leachate from compactor garbage trucks, doing 
harm to all living things.

The following are the questions I asked of the Canadian Minister of the Environment in 
Petition #277 and the answers from the Canadian Minister of the Environment which 
was sent to me on September 25, 2009.  How can something so serious be allowed to 
continue?
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