28 August 2011

Please discard my previous attachment that I sent in this morning, and replace it with this one (the earlier attachment is wholly part of this file).

I had reacted too quickly in my initial response, and entirely forgot to mention the work of Dr. Tim Patterson of Carleton University, who is probably BEST IN CANADA to provide the context of what the salmon stocks (and anchovy / sardine feed) has been doing over the last 2 to 3 thousand years.  Without a knowledge of natural variability and effects, any specialized analysis is without necessary background.  I have followed some of Patterson's work, and climate-related work for almost a decade.  He is one of only 5 (perhaps 10, but that is stretching it) scientists in Canada who was able to:

· spot the huge failures in consensus scientific thinking around the current “Global Cooling fad (*)

· tie together strong science explanations for climate processes

· stand up as a “voice of reason” and a leader  in the scientific community to look at the data and analysis critically

· provide awesome, advanced  historical analysis of the west coast as related to fisheries.

I don't know of any other Canadian scientist who could hope to be as well placed for the historical context to your Commission's inquiry.

Tim Patterson often collaborates with Prokoph, who does very nice wavelet transform analysis of time series.  There is also an amateur scientist in Vancouver who I see as one of the world's best for extremely advanced wavelength transform analysis, Paul Vaughan.  He is a frequent contributor to high-end blogs where top scientists and non-scientist exchange comments on techniques.  Although he has NOT done fish studies as far I know, he has looked at lower BC mainland climate in some studies.

I strongly recommended treating ANY modeling based on General Circulation Models (GCMs – also often referred to as Global Climate Models) with a HUGE grain of salt, even if they are center to the UN-IPCC thinking, and that of most of the scientific community's thinking on climate.  Intuitively we like to have thorough models, but their ongoing consistent failures for >30 years, their completely unreliable forecasts for even 3 to 5 years, and their persistent exclusion of major climate variables for all of this time, means that we should wait for new generations (scientists and very importantly non-scientists) to clean up the extensive mess before relying on anything from that area.

Again, I'm NOT an expert, so my opinions should not be taken as authoritative.

Mr. Bill Howell 

Bullshitter & Heretic

Quick comments

· In the late 1800's and early 1900's it was fear of global cooling & glaciation, then global warming in 1930's albeit  ignore because of the war, then global cooling 1940's to 1970's, and now again global cooling.  At each stage, alarmist scientists were certain of their convictions, and attacks/suppression of dissident scientists is a constant.

Example reference of Tim Patterson's team:

· R. Timothy Patterson, Andreas Prokoph, Arun Kumara, Alice S. Chang, Helen M. Roe 2005 "Late Holocene variability in pelagic fish scales and dinoflagellate cysts along the west coast of Vancouver Island, NE Pacific Ocean" Elsevier, Marine Micropaleontology 55 (2005) 183 – 204
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Earlier posting today 28Aug2011

For your information only - no need to respond.

I've had several phone and email exchanges with fish-interested scientists over the last 5 to 8 years, including two-and-a-half fish population dynamics experts.  NOT  ONE has been fully aware of, or seemed to understand Klyashtorin's Gleissberg-pseudo-cycle results for the top 12 major ocean catches(say 50-90 years - see below - I've probably already sent this to you): 

· Leonid B. Klyashtorin 2001 "Climate Change and Long-Term Fluctuations of Commercial Catches - The Possibility of Forecasting" FAO Fisheries Technical Paper 410, Rome, 2001  Federal Institute for Fisheries and Oceanography Moscow

· L.B. Klyashtorin, A.A. Lyubushin 2007 "Cyclic climate changes and fish productivity" Moscow VNIRO Publishing, pp226

The apparent lack of awareness of the experts with something simple like this isn't reassuring.  It's not important whether the Gleissberg results are "cause-and-effect", or even if this is ultimately a reliable association.  It is important that SOMEBODY (perhaps NOT be an expert scientist!) THINK about things like this. 

I do know of a retired scientist (non-fish expert) who DID light up with this subject, recognising its potential significance with respect to East coast fish (I forget if it was cod or whatever), as he had done some work and suspected sea surface temperatures to be a warning (or something like that).  That's the ONLY scientists I've talked to to have shown any kind of reaction.

As I hope my self-promoting title below shows, I am NOT an expert, and simply wanted to add a simple tidbit of (mis-?) information.

Mr. Bill Howell 

Bullshitter & Heretic
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Fig. 5. Wavelet scalograms with cycle lengths (in length and time-scale according to a average scdimentation rate of 025 emycar) of
sedimentary, fish scale and dinoflagellate cyst time serics of core TUL99B03. Dashed lines scparate intervals of different cyclicity in sets (on
top); right side—scales for wavelet coefficient (calibrated into amplitudes of sine waves). Left side—scale of 100 logarithmically spaced
wavelength for a range 50-1000 cm for dinoflagellate data and 201000 cm for fish and sediment data.





Cohen Commission background (for my future reference)

“...   On November 5, 2009, the Governor in Council issued an Order in Council setting out the Terms of Reference for the Cohen Commission, formally named the Commission of Inquiry into the Decline of Sockeye Salmon in the Fraser River. The Honourable Bruce Cohen, a justice of the Supreme Court of British Columbia, has been appointed Commissioner under Part 1 of the Inquiries Act.   

The inquiry will be conducted in two phases. During the first phase, the Commissioner will review and assess any previous examinations, investigations or reports that he deems relevant to the inquiry and the Government’s responses to those examinations, investigations and reports.

Phase two will investigate and make independent findings of fact regarding:

· the causes for the decline of Fraser River sockeye salmon including, but not limited to, the impact of environmental changes along the Fraser River, marine environmental conditions, aquaculture, predators, diseases, water temperature and other factors that may have affected the ability of sockeye salmon to reach traditional spawning grounds or reach the ocean, and

· the current state of Fraser River sockeye salmon stocks and the long term projections for those stocks, and

· to develop recommendations for improving the future sustainability of the sockeye salmon fishery in the Fraser River including, as required, any changes to the policies, practices and procedures of the Department (of Fisheries and Oceans) in relation to the management of the Fraser River sockeye salmon fishery.

Brian Wallace, Q.C. is the Commission’s Senior Counsel, Keith Hamilton, Q.C. is the Commission’s Policy Counsel and Wendy Baker, Q.C. Brock Martland and Patrick McGowan are Associate Commission Counsel. Jennifer Chan, Kathy Grant, Maia Tsurumi and Lara Tessaro have been appointed as Junior Commission Counsel.

The office of the Commission is located in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada.    ...”

Cohen Commission
Suite 2800, PO Box 11530
650 West Georgia Street
Vancouver, BC V6B 4N7
Tel: 604 658 3600

