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As per your Terms of Reference for the Commission of Inquiry into the Decline of Sockeye Salmon in the Fraser River, Section a.i.B. “to consider the policies and practices of the Department of Fisheries and Oceans (the “Department”) with respect to the sockeye salmon fishery in the Fraser River …,” I have the following comments:
We need a Ministry for the Protection of Fish and Oceans, MPFO, instead of a focus on fisheries. 
The gutting of Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) is in NO Way, “responding to the priorities of Canadians” or “achieving the expected results of Canadians.” (Quoting Fisheries Minister keith Ashfield). This voting Canadian, and the Canadians I know, are disgusted with the cuts to DFO. At this time when we are more aware of negative environmental impacts than ever we need a larger ministry with a larger budget that truly protects wild fish and oceans. 
So here are my suggestions: 
1. Remove many of the top and middle managers and use the money saved to hire way more field and science staff and let them run the show (field staff know what’s happening on the ground and the top managers have proven to be mostly in the pockets of the corporations and only interested in political climbing and lining their own pockets).
 2. Shut down salmon farms and all the salmon farming research, promotion and development DFO is engaged in, including developing a genetically modified fast-growing super-salmon (aka Frankenfish). Then use the money saved to hire more habitat and enforcement officers and scientists.
 3. Enable regional offices to have more authourity with less interference from those in ivory towers in Ottawa, far removed from west coast realities. And don’t require managers in BC to be French speaking. Sometimes good people who know fish extremely well don’t qualify because they don’t speak French, while managers who don’t know fins from scales, but can speak French, get the job. Ridiculous! Fish don’t care what human language you speak.
4. Immediately put all resources behind finding out how far the ISA virus has spread, where it comes from and who’s responsible, instead of denying and actively working to discredit the science, and spending $1 million to market farmed salmon. Then take severe measures to ensure it doesn’t become an epidemic that decimates wild salmon (i.e. Shut down all salmon farms now). Then throw the book at all those responsible and make them pay for damage to wild salmon.
 5.  Stop muzzling DFO scientists (such as Dr. Kristi Miller) and discrediting independent scientists, including Dr. Kibenge’s lab at the Atlantic Veterinary College. This lab is the international confirmation lab chosen by the World Organisation of Animal Health as one of its two reference labs for ISA virus, because they determined this was the best lab on this side of the planet. 
6. Start implementing the ‘Wild Salmon Policy’, which has been on the books for years but has been sidelined, in order to keep pumping out farmed salmon. Now is the time to protect wild fish by operating according to the “Precautionary Principle” (if there is a chance something is harmful then you do rigorous scientific studies first to make sure it isn’t, instead of going ahead with doing it, then trying to clean up all the damage done).
 If the federal government institutes these changes to DFO then maybe it will no longer be known as the ‘Department of Fish Obituaries’.
 For the Fish, Folks and Forests,
Terry L Brown ‘The Amphibiographer’ 
