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Salmon Disease Recommendations for the Cohen Commission – DC Reid

I have asked in my two previous submissions for all Commission commentators to state their conflicts of interest with fish farms (Submission: 0691); and that requiring disease data from fish farms will not financially damage them (Submission: 0609). I also sent a table on the world wide ISA infections spread by Norwegian derivative fish farms since 1984. Norway has had ISA now for 27 years. ISA is only one of several dozen salmon diseases.
World Wide ISA Infection Table: http://fishfarmnews.blogspot.com/2011/10/isa-infections-world-wide-sine-1984.html. 

Here are my Current Disease-Related Recommendations
1. Set up an independent testing system for all diseases and parasites of wild and farmed salmon in BC – it should be adversarial in the same way that police are. Police are independent and enforce the law.
2. Make DFO/CFIA/ Province of BC put all the actual disease-testing data tables – not the summary reports or simply news releases – on the Commission record.

3. Take all fish farms out of the water on the migration routes of Fraser River and St. of Georgia salmon fry and put them on land. Have all BC fish farms on land within two following years.

Discussion

A truly independent testing system for all diseases and parasites of wild and farmed salmon in BC is vital. Independent includes our American friends - as well as the western Pacific countries that have salmon - and that results be made public so that no body - not DFO, the Province of BC, the CFIA, fish farms, nor any other body - can influence the results before the public and media have received them.

DFO failed to bring forward the Molly Kibenge research on ISA in BC and Alaskan wild salmon and kept it off the Cohen record, and out of international and public review for 9 years until Kibenge herself moved the subject forward, and copies ended up in the press. This is unacceptable from DFO. What else is out there?
Here is the Molly Kibenge et al documemt, 2004: http://www.superheroes4salmon.org/sites/default/files/files/DFO%20draft%20mamuscript_2004%281%29.pdf.
DFO did not accept the 117 positive ISA results from the study, though no testing was done in 2011, stating that its science people had, at the time, called them ‘false’ positives, and then concluded there is no ISA in BC now. This conclusion cannot be made from the data because DFO has not tested for ISA in the 9,562 strains of wild BC salmon. It categorically cannot come to the conclusion there is no ISA in BC. 
DFO’s withholding this important research makes clear that it is failing to protect wild salmon and it should not have control over testing for disease anymore. This includes the CFIA because testimony has revealed they handled one disease review by phoning a fish farm and after being told there was no disease, closed the matter. And monitoring visits should be unannounced.

And the Province of BC has put only summary tables on the Cohen record. Make it put the actual data records on the record. You will have noted Sally Goldes, a former BC fisheries biologist, has put a paper on the Cohen record saying the current system is inadequate. Do note also that four DFO scientists have resigned from DFO in the past few years. When someone as good as Brian Riddell jumps to the PSF, it is time to pay attention.

There is more to say about DFO. It has not accepted all positive ISA testing results from independent labs, saying its own Moncton lab results are all ISA negatives, so that it can claim, in news releases that there is no confirmed ISA in BC. My response is: make them prove it by releasing the actual data tables from the testing labs. All that could be concluded, assuming we believe the Moncton lab results, is that the two Rivers Inlet sockeye fry tested may be without ISA. Nothing more. 

Please note that Peter Wright from the Moncton lab that did the DFO tests actually said that the testing was inconclusive because the samples were degraded. So it was not negative. Keith Ashfield is saying things he knows to be untrue.
Here are the Rivers Inlet Sockeye Fry Tests:
The first two salmon identified were sockeye fry from Rivers Inlet. The Fred Kibenge lab in PEI did the PCR testing and found 2 of 48 fry positive for ISA. Are Nylund from Norway retested these, and one of 33 reruns gave a positive ISA result. His comments were that the samples were degraded (as they were not collected specifically for ISA testing) but "... do suggest ... that an ISA virus is present in wild populations of O. nerka (Pacific sockeye)." The Seattle Times.

See the Kibenge table: http://www.wildsalmonfirst.org/sites/default/files/files/OIE%20report%20by%20Kibenge%281%29.pdf.
See the Nylund Nov 2, 2011 table: http://alexandramorton.typepad.com/Report%20021111.pdf.
Here are the Fraser River Adult Chum, Chinook and Coho Tests:
The next three salmon identified were adult salmon of three species. Kibenge tested 10 adult salmon of three species from the Fraser River. He found ISA in coho, chum and chinook salmon.

See the Kibenge Table: http://alexandramorton.typepad.com/Alexandra%20Morton%20Samples%20%28SOCKEYE%20CHINOOK%20and%20COHO%29_VT10142001_OCTOBER20%202011.pdf
DFO has disregarded these results and continues to talk only about the Rivers Inlet sockeye fry. It should be testing our 9,562 strains of wild salmon. A news release is simply spin control and nothing more
Here are the Adult Fraser Sockeye Tests:

The following two salmon bring the total to seven wild BC salmon testing positive for ISA.

See the Nylund table, Nov: http://alexandramorton.typepad.com/Report231111%5B13%5D.pdf.
ISA in Canada

DFO is ignoring that there is ISA in Canada right now with one wild Atlantic salmon river testing positive for ISA; and, PEI fish farms had ISA as recently as 2009. There is no turning back from ISA.
I have put in $50 toward having public-minded citizens test our wild salmon for ISA. It should not have to be this way. And they have to be sent out of the country so that DFO can’t get their hands on those samples and call them false positives. I will put in more money when asked again. 
Here is what Are Nylund, head of the Fish Diseases Group at the University of Bergen, Norway, has stated: “… based on 20 years of experience, I can guarantee that if British Columbia continues to import salmon eggs from the eastern Atlantic infectious salmon diseases, such as ISA, will arrive in Western Canada”. Dr. Laura Richards, DFO, recommended importing the eggs/embryos into BC.

Here is an example of what Minister Keith Ashfield is saying about ISA. Published on December 4, at: http://www.alaskafreshsalmon.com/2011/12/04/no-virus-in-salmon-canadas-claim-needs-u-s-verification/. 

On Friday, Keith Ashfield, minister of Fisheries and Oceans, solemnly declared “case closed,” saying:

“After Canada’s reputation has needlessly been put at risk over the past several weeks because of speculation and unfounded science, additional in-depth, conclusive tests, using proper and internationally recognized procedures, are now complete and we can confirm that there has never been a confirmed case of ISA in B.C. salmon.”

These statements are simply not true. Kibenge is the OIE designated ISA lab for this hemisphere – Moncton is a lesser lab. The Minister should not be saying things that he knows are not true.

I say publish the actual data tables and prove it. And why is it that DFO’s lawyers are arguing against environmentalists and siding with fish farms?
Final Comments
The summary BC disease tables on record show that 29 million farmed fish have died from all causes since 2003. The Kibenge ISA paper on world wide disease in farmed fish says that one third to one half of all product is lost to disease every year. The annual loss is $35 to $49 billion. 

Kibenge’s first conclusion in Slide 36 is that: “Aquatic animal disease is part and parcel of aquaculture.” See his PDF: http://www.oie.int/eng/A_aquatic/Docs/Presentations/1.11Kibenge.ppt. 
I read about 150 pages of world wide press on fish farms each week. These companies use the same strategies all around the world. My sense, having talked to some of the government people, and they seem competent and well-intentioned, is that they are unaware of the strategies being used on them. Marine Harvest, for instance, operates in 21 countries. 

What they say is not about truth. It is about putting forth their best argument, and changing it when it no longer works. For example, decades of research has shown that sea lice affect wild fish, yet fish farms are still trying to do lice science right now in BC. This is such an old chestnut that in Norway they are currently putting $44 million into coming up with new chemicals because Slice no longer works there. But in BC they are still in denial that lice are a problem. This happens all over the world.
Let me give you one more example: fish farms say they are innocent when tests are being done, and all the way to the case getting to court. Then they plead guilty and pay the fines, presumably to make the issue go away. Marine Harvest is doing this right now in BC. One fish farm in Chile is doing this right now about failing to report ISA – its stock has had to be slaughtered. Cooke Aquaculture in Nova Scotia maintained its innocence about using the illegal Cypermethrin in place of Slice for two years. Charges were brought and now it is pleading guilty and paying the fines. 
These companies all have the same communications strategies. Here is a document that tells fish farm companies what their communication strategies should be: 
http://www.seafoodintelligence.com/DesktopDefault.aspx?tabid=285.

Disease is a serious problem for wild Fraser River sockeye and all Pacific salmon. The Pacific Ocean has 10 anadromous species that can be affected by ISA. In addition, species such as herring and other bait fish can get ISA, too. There is no native ISA strain, only what has been brought and mutated here. 
One other thing, the fish farm industry is actually quite small, at 820 employees by their own figures and perhaps $250 million in revenue. In comparison, forestry employs 78,000. It makes no sense to put our wild salmon at risk any longer for something so small – 0.2% of GPP.

See: http://www.canada.com/Outdated+regulations+cause+farmers+concern/5800667/story.html. 
We need to test wild fish quickly and to get the Fraser River salmon fry route fish farms on land right now.

