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FROM THE CO-CHAIRS

We are pleased to present this the 14th volume of the Indian Claims Com-
mission Proceedings on behalf of the Commissioners of the Indian Claims
Commission. The volume includes three reports of inquiries; it also repro-
duces letters from the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development
responding to the Commission’s recommendations in four inquiries.

The first report is the Commission’s inquiry into the Roseau River
Anishinabe First Nation medical aid claim. For the first time since its incep-
tion, the Commission was asked to review whether medical aid was part of
promises made by the Government of Canada under the terms of Treaty 1,
and, therefore, was the Government of Canada obligated to compensate the
Roseau River Anishinabe First Nation for moneys deducted from its trust
account for medical aid between 1909 and 1934? The results of this inquiry
can be found at page 3.

The second report recounts the events in the Peguis First Nation treaty
land entitlement inquiry. A total of five planning conferences were organized
by the Commission. At the first one, representatives for the Government of
Canada asked the First Nation to submit its claim with respect to the 1907
surrender of St Peter’s reserve, since Canada felt that both the surrender and
TLE claims should be reviewed together. After the claim was submitted by the
First Nation and reviewed by Canada, an offer to negotiate the surrender
claim was made. At the fifth planning conference, the government representa-
tive requested additional research into the impact of the surrender on the
TLE. Following its review of this additional research, and a report prepared
by Mr Jim Gallo of the Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Develop-
ment (DIAND), the Government of Canada offered to negotiate the Peguis
First Nation’s TLE claim.

The third report includes the results of the Commission’s inquiry into the
Cowessess First Nation 1907 surrender claim. Near the beginning of this
inquiry, the parties agreed to place before the panel of Commissioners one
legal issue: the interpretation of section 49(1) of the Indian Act; and two
factual issues: 1) the number of eligible voters in attendance at the surrender
meeting, and 2) the number of valid votes cast in favour of the surrender.

Also included in this volume are four responses from the Minister of
Indian Affairs and Northern Development. In his letters, the Minister writes
that the Government of Canada has rejected the Commission’s recommenda-
tions regarding the claims of the Moose Deer Point First Nation, the
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FROM THE C0O-CHAIRS

Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation, the "Namgis First Nation, and the Duncan’s
First Nation.

Daniel J. Bellegarde P.E. James Prentice, QC
Co-Chair Co-Chair
I
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