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FROM THE CO-CHAIRS 
This is the third volume of the Indian Claim Commission Proceedings to be 
oublished and we are  leased to oresent it on behalf of the Commissioners and 
Staff of the Indian ~ 1 a h . s  ~ommi'ssion. This volume includes five reports of the 
Commission. Three are reports of full inquiries. The fmt is the inquiry into the 
claim of the Fond du Lac, Black Lake, and Hatchet Lake F i t  Nations of northern 
Saskatchewan (collectively known as the Athahasca DenesyOini) regarding their 
rights north of the 60th parallel. This report was released in December 1993. 
 he second report, released in June 1994, is on the inquiry undertaken at the 

request of the Kw'daams Indian Band, which related to the compensation 
criteria in Canada's Specific Claims Policy and whether Canada was justified in 
demanding an absolute surrender as a condition to settling the claim. 

The third report, released in December 1994, is on the inquiry into the rejec- 
tion of the claim of the people called the Young Chipeewayan Band regarding 
Stoney Knoll Indian Reserve No. 107. 

The final two reports of this volume of the Proceedings are on inquiries into 
the claims of the Mi- of Gesgapegiag to "Horse Island in the Cascapedia River, 
Quebec, and of the Chippewas of the Thames to the "Muncey" land in southern 
Ontario. Both these claims predate Confederation by many years. In both these 
cases, the usefulness of the Commission's planning conferences in promoting 
discussion and clearing up misunderstandings was demonstrated, and in neither 
case were full, formal inquiries required. The Commission was able to release the 
reports of its involvement in these two claims in December 1994. We also add here 
a preamble to the Chippewas of the Thames Report detailing the final settlement 
of the Muncey claim. 

In the section Responses, we are pleased to be able to reproduce the letter dated 
March 3, 1995, from Ronald A. Irwin, Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern 
Development, in response to the Commission's report on its inquiries into the 
Primrose Iake Air Weapuns Range claim of the Cold lake First Nation and the Canoe 
Lake Cree Nation. That report was released in August 1993 and published in the 
first volume of the Proceedings in 1394. In its response the Government of Canada 
agreed to enter into negotiations for compensation with the two First Nations. 
We are encouraged that, although the government does not recognize a lawful 
obligation, it does accept a moral responsibility, and that some long-overdue justice 
may come to these people. 



F R O M  THE C O - C H A I R S  

Also included are a letter from the Minister in response to the Commission's 
report on the Young Chipeewayan Inquiry and one responding to the reports on 
the claims of the Micmacs of Gesgapegiag and the Chippewas of the Thames. 

Daniel J. Bellegarde P.E. James Prentice, QC 
Co-Chair Co-Chair 
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